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An Overview of Crow Island’s Development 
By Susan S. Benjamin

What is it about Crow Island School that sets it apart from the multitude 
of school buildings everywhere?  What makes it a destination for 
architects and for educators who have made a pilgrimage to Winnetka 
�V�S�H�F�L�À�F�D�O�O�\���W�R���V�H�H���L�W�"�����$�U�F�K�L�W�H�F�W�V���U�H�Á�H�F�W���R�Q���W�K�H���E�H�D�X�W�\���R�I���L�W�V���F�R�P�S�R�V�L�W�L�R�Q�����L�W�V��
detailing, its use of warm and beautiful natural materials and its carefully-
thought-out plan.  Teachers watch the children learning and playing, keen 
�R�Q���G�L�V�F�X�V�V�L�Q�J���K�R�Z���W�K�H�\���X�V�H���H�D�F�K���V�S�D�F�H�����K�R�Z���L�W���À�W�V���W�K�H���V�F�K�R�R�O�·�V���F�X�U�U�L�F�X�O�X�P��
needs and possibilities. Beth Hebert, Crow Island Principal (1984-2005) 
eloquently captures its allure. 

Crow Island has an internalized and embedded beauty and honesty that is 
inextricably bound to the humane education that takes place in that learning 
environment and that bonding of design and philosophy is probably the 
secret ingredient.1 

 Beth Hebert, Crow Island Principal (1984-2005)

Superintendent Carleton Washburne’s Vision
Crow Island was the dream school of the charismatic Carleton Washburne, 
who served as Superintendent of the Winnetka Public Schools from 
1919 to 1943. His vision was to create a school that would embody the 
philosophy of progressive education, a system that was, above all, 
child centered.  To quote Washburne, “Progressive education is always 
concerned with the WHOLE CHILD--both as an individual and as a 
member of society. It is therefore concerned with health...emotional 
�D�G�M�X�V�W�P�H�Q�W�����V�H�O�I���I�X�O�À�O�O�P�H�Q�W���D�V���D���X�Q�L�T�X�H���L�Q�G�L�Y�L�G�X�D�O�����K�D�Y�L�Q�J���L�Q�L�W�L�D�W�L�Y�H���D�Q�G��
creativeness; acquisition of whatever knowledge and skill are needed for 
taking...part in the world; and for development as a socially conscious, 
participating citizen of a democracy. 2�µ���:�D�V�K�E�X�U�Q�H���F�O�H�D�U�O�\���G�L�•�H�U�H�Q�W�L�D�W�H�V��
progressive from the traditional approach to education, which emphasized 
memorization and did not encourage children to think critically. 3

Washburne’s vision was embraced by Winnetka’s Board of Education. 
Winnetka is a community that has always placed a high value on 
education. Its School Board wanted to create a public school system 
equal to the best private schools on the East Coast.4  Carleton Washburne 
was hired in 1919 to accomplish this goal--through providing the child-

1 http://www.designshare.com/index.php/articles/interview-beth-hebert/
2 Crow Island School, Philosophy in Brick. In 2004, Crow Island Teachers Eva Tarini, Mary Mumbrue and Bliss Tobin 
co-created a permanent exhibition,--a mural on the history and construction of Crow Island School. Funded by the Winnetka Public 
Schools Foundation, this exhibition, located in the school, includes a timeline and considerable information on the progressive move-
ment, on progressive education, on Carleton Washburne, on the architects and describes Crow Island as the embodiment of progressive 
education. �e title of this exhibition, which is in the form of a timeline, was taken from the title of an article written by Jane Clarke in the 
November/December, 1989 issue of Inland Architect. Ms. Clark attended Greeley School when Carleton Washburne was Superintendent. 
At the time she wrote this article she was the assistant director of Museum Education at the Art Institute of Chicago.
3 Ibid. �e timeline points out that the progressive approach to education was a critical component of the progressive move-
ment that developed a�er the Civil War--reacting to a growing immigrant population working in a rapidly industrialized city. Leaders of 
the movement campaigned against business monopolies, inferior working conditions and government corruption. �eir mission was to 
create a society of informed and active citizens, and they looked to the schools to carry it out.
4 Betty J. Blum. “Oral History of Lawrence Bradford Perkins,” Compiled under the auspices of the Chicago Architects Oral 
History Project, �e Ernest R. Graham Study Center for Architectural Drawings, Department of Architecture, �e Art Institute of Chica-
go, 1986.
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centered education that progressive education fostered.  Washburne’s 
background made him particularly well suited for the task. He grew up in 
a household that valued education, with a mother who wrote and lectured 
�R�Q���F�K�L�O�G���G�H�Y�H�O�R�S�P�H�Q�W�����+�L�V���R�Z�Q���H�G�X�F�D�W�L�R�Q���Z�D�V���L�Q�Á�X�H�Q�F�H�G���E�\���S�U�R�J�U�H�V�V�L�Y�H��
educators that included John Dewey and Francis W. Parker. He attended 
Francis W. Parker School in Chicago, an educational institution known for 
its child-centered curriculum. 5 With that training he developed clear ideas 
about a child’s education. He believed children “want lots of knowledge-
-look at the number of questions they ask. But they want knowledge that 
they can somehow use, in their work or play or understanding of the 
world around them.” 6 

The Evolution of Crow Island School
For years Washburne had been thinking about his dream school.  Writing 
in �:�L�Q�Q�H�W�N�D�����7�K�H���+�L�V�W�R�U�\���D�Q�G���6�L�J�Q�L�À�F�D�Q�F�H���R�I���D�Q���(�G�X�F�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���(�[�S�H�U�L�P�H�Q�W 
�L�Q���������������K�H���U�H�Á�H�F�W�H�G�����´�:�H���Z�D�Q�W�H�G���D���V�F�K�R�R�O���W�K�D�W���Z�D�V���E�X�L�O�W���W�R���À�W���R�X�U��
educational philosophy and methods. We wanted it to be beautiful and 
functional. We wanted it to be the architectural embodiment of our ideas 
and ideals.” 7  Although progressive education had been introduced into 
the Winnetka school system, the physical accommodation in the older 
buildings wasn’t ideal. There were acoustical problems due to high 
ceilings and surface materials; restroom facilities were inadequate, and 
�D�F�F�H�V�V���W�R���F�R�P�P�R�Q���D�U�H�D�V���Z�D�V���G�L�€�F�X�O�W���R�U���G�L�V�U�X�S�W�L�Y�H�����$�Q���R�S�S�R�U�W�X�Q�L�W�\����
however, arose in the late 1920s to build a new school that would embody 
Washburne’s philosophy.  Horace Mann School, which was considered 
obsolete and was poorly located--in Winnetka’s business district in the 
�P�L�G�V�W���R�I���V�K�R�S�V���D�Q�G���E�X�V�L�Q�H�V�V���W�U�D�€�F�����Z�D�V���V�O�D�W�H�G���W�R���E�H���G�H�P�R�O�L�V�K�H�G�������7�K�H���V�L�W�H��
was to be sold by the Board of Education to the Federal Government for 
�X�V�H���D�V���D���3�R�V�W���2�€�F�H������

The decision was made to construct a school in a residential neighborhood 
rather than the business district.  In 1928, a bond issue was approved to 
build a school building north of Tower Road on Grove, a “Northwest 
School.”  The current location of Crow Island School wasn’t considered 
because the area along Willow Road and Glendale Avenue (then Linwood) 
had not yet been developed.  The proposed “Northwest School “ building 
never was built and, due to the Depression, it wasn’t until 1937 that 
further thought was given to any school construction. 8

At that time, a parcel of land was purchased on Willow Road and 

5 Francis Wayland Parker (1837-1902) was a founder of progressive education in the United States. As school superintendent 
in Quincy, Massachusetts, he brought science, arts, and cra�s into the curriculum and advocated pupil self-expression, socialized activity, 
and a humanized, informal instruction stressing children’s individuality. Children learned the alphabet by reading simple words, rather 
than by memorization; arithmetic by manipulating objects, rather than by dealing with abstractions; and geography by taking �eld trips. 
A�er serving as supervisor of the Boston school system (1880–83), Parker was appointed principal of the Cook County Normal School 
at Chicago, which became noted for its liberalizing in�uence on American education. In 1899, an endowment made it possible for him 
to establish a private normal school, the Chicago Institute, which two years later became associated with the University of Chicago, upon 
his becoming the �rst director of the University’s School of Education. http://www.britannica.com/biography/Francis-Parker. Francis W. 
Parker School, founded in the Lincoln Park neighborhood of Chicago in 1901, was named for him. An essay written by Carleton Wash-
burne was published in 1952, “What is Progressive Education” in �,�Q���%�H�W�Z�H�H�Q���+�R�P�H���D�Q�G���&�R�P�P�X�Q�L�W�\�����&�K�U�R�Q�L�F�O�H���R�I���W�K�H���)�U�D�Q�F�L�V���3�D�U�N�H�U��
School, 1901-1976 (Marie Kirschner Stone, Editor), pages 116-126.  �ere is also information on the evolution of progressive education, 
with material quoting Carleton Washburne in another book by Marie Kirchner Stone, The Progressive Legacy: Chicago’s Francis W. 
Parker School (1901-2001), New York: Peter Lang, 2001.
6 Marie Kirchner Stone, �,�Q���%�H�W�Z�H�H�Q���+�R�P�H���D�Q�G���&�R�P�P�X�Q�L�W�\�����&�K�U�R�Q�L�F�O�H���R�I���W�K�H���)�U�D�Q�F�L�V���3�D�U�N�H�U���6�F�K�R�R�O����������������������. P. 116.
7 Carleton W. Washburne and Sidney P. Marland, Jr., �:�L�Q�Q�H�W�N�D�����7�K�H���+�L�V�W�R�U�\���D�Q�G���6�L�J�Q�L�À�F�D�Q�F�H���R�I���D�Q���(�G�X�F�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���(�[�S�H�U�L-
ment. Englewood Cli�s, New Jersey: Prentice Hall, Inc., 1963. P. 138.
8 Land for the “Northwest School” was eventually sold to the Winnetka Park District.
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Linwood for a “Southwest School.” The site where the school building 
was to be located extended 340 feet along the south side of Willow and 
745 feet to the south. It was contiguous with land to the west owned in 
perpetuity by the Winnetka Park District.

Southwest School was named Crow Island School during the summer 
of 1940.  The site was a section of the Skokie Marsh called Crow Island 
because the crows gathered in the branches there looking to feed on 
swamp animals. Before construction of the school could take place, 
�K�R�Z�H�Y�H�U�����W�K�H���O�D�Q�G���K�D�G���W�R���E�H���U�D�L�V�H�G���À�Y�H���I�H�H�W�����+�D�X�O�L�Q�J���H�D�U�W�K���I�U�R�P���Z�K�H�U�H��
the Chicago & North Western Railway tracks were being depressed 
(approximately a mile to the east) and where the Skokie Lagoons were 
being created (roughly the same distance to the west) solved the problem, 
providing the required foundation needed to build Crow Island School. 

Selecting the Architect
In 1937, School Board President Robert S. Hammond appointed a 
Board committee to seek, in collaboration with him and Superintendent 
Washburne, “the best architectural talent for planning a new school 
building.” 9 Months were spent investigating, visiting school buildings, 
and interviewing architects--looking at their work directly and in 
pictures.10 Washburne and the Board of Education found, however, 
that most architects designed schools based on the accepted patterns of 
school design, and that was not what the team wanted.  Ultimately, they 
�I�R�F�X�V�H�G���L�Q���R�Q���D�Q���H�V�W�D�E�O�L�V�K�H�G���À�U�P�����O�R�F�D�W�H�G���L�Q���%�O�R�R�P�À�H�O�G���+�L�O�O�V�����0�L�F�K�L�J�D�Q����
consisting of one of the world’s greatest architects and his son--Eliel and 
�(�H�U�R���6�D�D�U�L�Q�H�Q���������D�Q�G���D���\�R�X�Q�J���O�R�F�D�O���À�U�P�����3�H�U�N�L�Q�V�����:�K�H�H�O�H�U���	���:�L�O�O��

Eliel Saarinen (1873-1950) enjoyed a reputation as Finland’s foremost 
architect of his generation before moving to the United States in 1923. 
He had won second place in the 1922 international competition to design 
the Chicago Tribune corporate headquarters.11  A trip to America followed, 
and he took a position as visiting professor in architectural design at the 
University of Michigan. By 1924, he had met Detroit newspaper baron 
and philanthropist, George Gough Booth, who wished to establish an 
�D�F�D�G�H�P�\���R�I���D�U�W���R�Q���O�D�Q�G���K�H���D�Q�G���K�L�V���Z�L�I�H���K�D�G���S�X�U�F�K�D�V�H�G���L�Q���%�O�R�R�P�À�H�O�G���+�L�O�O�V����
Michigan, near Detroit. Ultimately Booth invited Saarinen to oversee the 
architectural and landscape development of the 300-plus acre campus.12 
Between 1932 and 1948, Saarinen headed up the Cranbrook Academy 
of Art and, between 1948 and his death, their graduate department of 
architecture and city planning.  The school is noteworthy for its Arts & 
Crafts buildings, for its distinguished teachers and for training some of the 
�F�R�X�Q�W�U�\�·�V���P�R�V�W���W�D�O�H�Q�W�H�G���D�U�F�K�L�W�H�F�W�V���D�Q�G���L�Q�G�X�V�W�U�L�D�O���G�H�V�L�J�Q�H�U�V�����6�W�D�•���L�Q�F�O�X�G�H�G��
noted sculptor, Carl Milles, the ceramicist, Maija Grotell, the sculptor and 
9 �e 1939-40 Annual Report lists the committee members: Robert S. Hammond, Mrs. Beatrice Rothschild, Mrs. Hildegard 
War�eld, Dr. C. A. Aldrich, �eodore Buenger and Superintendent Washburne. Winnetka Board of Education, 1939-40 Annual Report. 
P. 5.
10 Ibid. P. 5.
11 Saarinen’s design powerfully in�uenced one of the �rst prize winners, Raymond Hood, as seen in some of his later work 
and drew praise from Louis Sullivan. Janice E. Tubergan, Crow Island 50th Anniversary Committee. “Crow Island School”  National 
�5�H�J�L�V�W�H�U���R�I���+�L�V�W�R�U�L�F���3�O�D�F�H�V Registration Form., October 27, 1989.
12 �e background history is from their web site. http://cranbrookart.edu/about/history/

Eero and Eliel Saarinen at Cranbrook 
(Winnetka Public Schools Archives)

Eliel and Eero Saarinen (Winnetka 
Public Schools Archives)
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furniture designer, Harry Bertoia, and designer and architect, Charles 
Eames.  Many of the country’s most talented artists trained at Cranbrook: 
furniture and interior designers Florence Knoll and Benjamin Baldwin and 
architects Harry Weese, Ralph Rapson, and Eero Saarinen, Eliel’s son.13 

�3�H�U�N�L�Q�V�����:�K�H�H�O�H�U���	���:�L�O�O���Z�D�V���D���Á�H�G�J�O�L�Q�J���À�U�P���L�Q���������������E�X�W���D�U�F�K�L�W�H�F�W���/�D�U�U�\��
Perkins actively sought the commission of working on Crow Island 
School. In his 1986 Oral History for the Department of Architecture, Art 
Institute of Chicago, Lawrence Bradford Perkins (1907-1997) puzzled over 
how he even got a foot in the door with Carleton Washburne. 14   Perkins 
thought it was partly because of a house he did in Winnetka for his 
cousin, Robert C. McNamara,15  who was later to become president and 
�F�K�D�L�U�P�D�Q���R�I���W�K�H���E�R�D�U�G���R�I���6�F�R�W�W���)�R�U�H�V�P�D�Q�����W�K�H���S�X�E�O�L�V�K�L�Q�J���À�U�P�������+�H���V�D�L�G��
the McNamara House was their “big, big job” and all people involved 
in the Winnetka School Board were “close, close, close personal friends 
of theirs.” Philip Will thought it was because of his house in Evanston, 
�À�Q�L�V�K�H�G���L�Q���������������W�K�D�W���V�K�R�Z�H�G���W�K�H�L�U���H�Q�J�D�J�H�P�H�Q�W���L�Q���F�R�Q�W�H�P�S�R�U�D�U�\��
architecture.  Perkins added, “Of course Washburne knew my mother’s 
books intimately.”  Lucy Fitch Perkins was an accomplished illustrator 
and writer of children’s books, and both Carleton and his wife Heluize 
wrote children’s books.  In addition, the Washburnes knew his sister 
Eleanor as a social friend.  Larry Perkins’ father, Dwight, who designed 
Hubbard Woods School in 1915 and Skokie School in 1919-1922, was an 
enormously well-known and highly respected school architect. This, no 
doubt, played a role. Still, Perkins acknowledged, “we had all kinds of 
heavyweight competition. We were decidedly lightweight.” 16

Larry Perkins describes in his oral history how he marched up to see 
Carleton Washburne, “one of the brightest men I have ever known, in 
�D�Q�\���À�H�O�G���µ���+�H���S�R�Q�G�H�U�H�G���W�K�H���V�H�O�H�F�W�L�R�Q�����V�D�\�L�Q�J���´�,���G�R�Q�·�W���U�H�D�O�O�\���N�Q�R�Z���Z�K�D�W��
I want--a school architect with a design consultant or a design architect 
with a school consultant.” 17 Washburne wrote about his reservations in 
his 1963 book on Winnetka’s school system. He told Perkins “this is to be 
our dream school...We can’t trust this to a group of youngsters who have 
only built one house and one small church.” 18 Perkins replied, “...a young 
�À�U�P�����N�Q�R�Z�L�Q�J���W�K�D�W���L�W�V���I�X�W�X�U�H���L�V���D�W���V�W�D�N�H�����Z�L�O�O���J�L�Y�H���P�R�U�H���W�L�P�H���D�Q�G���W�K�R�X�J�K�W��
�W�R���W�K�L�V���V�F�K�R�R�O���W�K�D�Q���D�Q�\���R�O�G�����H�V�W�D�E�O�L�V�K�H�G���À�U�P���F�R�X�O�G���J�L�Y�H�����'�R�Q�·�W���\�R�X���V�H�H���W�K�D�W��
we would not be limited by old habits but could see the problem with 
fresh eyes? We would study every activity in your schools; we would read 
everything you have written, we would confer with your teachers and 
�S�U�L�Q�F�L�S�D�O�V�����:�H���Z�R�X�O�G���À�W���W�K�H���V�F�K�R�R�O���W�R���\�R�X�U���R�Z�Q���H�G�X�F�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���L�G�H�D�O�V���D�Q�G��
needs.”  Washburne understood the force of what Perkins was saying, 
adding, “if we could combine your zeal with the experience of a really 
great architect, that would be ideal...a man like Eliel Saarinen.19 Perkins 
then remembered they were friendly with the Saarinens, family friends. 
In fact, the Saarinens had stayed with his family in Evanston when they 
13 http://www.nytimes.com/1984/04/08/magazine/the-cranbrook-vision.html?pagewanted=all
14 Perkins, Oral History.
15 �e house, located on the edge of Indian Hill Club, has been demolished.
16 Perkins, Oral History.
17 Ibid.
18 Washburne and Marland. P. 139.
19 Ibid.

Lawrence Perkins and Phil Will in an 
�R�I�¿�F�H���S�U�R�P�R�W�L�R�Q���S�K�R�W�R�����G�D�W�H���X�Q�N�Q�R�Z�Q��
(Winnetka Public Schools Archives)
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�À�U�V�W���D�U�U�L�Y�H�G���I�U�R�P���)�L�Q�O�D�Q�G��20 He took a deep breath and said, “I think that 
is something we can deliver.”  A few days later he had obtained Saarinen’s 
consent.21 Perkins admitted in his oral history, “it was one of the most 
�R�X�W�U�D�J�H�R�X�V���D�Q�G���V�K�D�P�H�O�H�V�V���E�O�X�•�V���W�K�D�W���,���K�D�Y�H���H�Y�H�U���U�X�Q���L�Q���P�\���O�L�I�H���µ22 He 
acknowledged that, “Without Saarinen, they would have been awfully 
nice and very respectful but we wouldn’t have gotten the job.” 23

The Architects Committee of the Board of Education drove up to 
Cranbrook and spent the day with Larry Perkins and Phil Will of Perkins, 
Wheeler & Will and Eliel Saarinen. 24 Perkins reported that it was a 
cordial meeting. Washburne asked Saarinen if he would be interested. 
His response was, “It is my business.”  Perkins respectfully told Saarinen 
that they would like to learn from him by partnering on “a real building 
that gets built.”  He said that they would do all that is “routine,” but that 
�´�<�R�X���D�U�H���W�K�H���E�R�V�V���D�Q�G���\�R�X�U���Q�D�P�H���F�R�P�H�V���À�U�V�W�µ�������´�,���Z�R�X�O�G���O�L�N�H���W�R���K�D�Y�H���\�R�X��
supervise us.”25

At their December 13, 1937, meeting, the Board of Education approved 
�W�K�H���H�P�S�O�R�\�P�H�Q�W���R�I���(�O�L�H�O���6�D�D�U�L�Q�H�Q���D�Q�G���W�K�H���À�U�P���R�I���3�H�U�N�L�Q�V�����:�K�H�H�O�H�U���	���:�L�O�O��
as architects for the Northwest School. It was stated in the minutes that 
“Eliel Saarinen was to be recognized as the responsible senior partner in 
the enterprise, including both design and engineering, Perkins, Wheeler 
& Will to be recognized as junior partners in the entire enterprise, but 
especially responsible for local contacts and for detailed supervision of 
construction. The Committee recommends that it be understood that 
in case of any question as to authority or in case of any disagreement 
between Eliel Saarinen and Perkins, Wheeler & Will, the decision will rest 
with Eliel Saarinen.” 26 

A preliminary study for the “Northwest School” location was drawn up. 
The aerial perspective published in Design in America: The Cranbrook Vision, 
1925-1950 illustrates a building with a central entrance and wings, but 
the roofs are hipped and symmetry governs much of the design.27 Plans 
�Z�H�U�H���V�X�E�V�H�T�X�H�Q�W�O�\���P�R�G�L�À�H�G���W�R���À�W���W�K�H���&�U�R�Z���,�V�O�D�Q�G���V�L�W�H�����D�Q�G���W�K�H���G�H�V�L�J�Q��
evolved into a modern school that indeed embodied Washburne’s vision 
of progressive education.

It was clearly stated in the 1939-40 Annual Report of the Winnetka Board of 
Education why the Saarinens and Perkins, Wheeler & Will were selected 
to design Crow Island School.  The Saarinens were chosen “because of 
Eliel Saarinen’s reputation as one of the greatest architects in the world”-
���F�L�W�L�Q�J���W�K�H���H�[�F�H�O�O�H�Q�F�H���R�I���K�L�V���G�H�V�L�J�Q�V���I�R�U���W�K�H���´�P�D�J�Q�L�À�F�H�Q�W���U�D�L�O�Z�D�\���V�W�D�W�L�R�Q��

20 Perkins, Oral History and Betty Williams Carbol. “�e Architects,” �6�W�L�O�O���D���6�S�H�F�L�D�O���3�O�D�F�H�����$���+�L�V�W�R�U�\���R�I���&�U�R�Z���,�V�O�D�Q�G���6�F�K�R�R�O, 
Winnetka, Illinois, 1991.  For the 25th Anniversary of Crow Island School, Betty Carbol wrote �$���6�S�H�F�L�D�O���3�O�D�F�H�����$���+�L�V�W�R�U�\���R�I���&�U�R�Z���,�V�O�D�Q�G��
School. She  updated it for the 50th Reunion. Former student and art faculty member Betty Carbol’s more recent book continues to 
provide the most accessible and comprehensive background history of the school even though the building has been widely published.
21 Washburne and Marland. P. 139.
22 Perkins, Oral History.
23 Ibid.
24 �:�L�Q�Q�H�W�N�D���%�R�D�U�G���R�I���(�G�X�F�D�W�L�R�Q���0�L�Q�X�W�H�V, December 13, 1937.
25 Perkins, Oral History. P. 58.
26 Ibid.
27 David G. DeLong. “Eliel Saarinen and the Cranbrook Tradition in Architecture and Urban Design.” Design in America: 
The Cranbrook Vision, 1925-1950. New York: Harry N. Abrams in Association with �e Detroit Institute of Arts and �e Metropolitan 
Museum of Art, 1983. P. 66.
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in Helsinki, Finland,” his second prize in the Chicago Tribune Tower 
competition and his work at Cranbrook. 28 When visited by the Board 
Committee, “the schools and other Cranbrook buildings were found to 
have great functional beauty and to show mastery of form, design, and 
color.” 29 Perkins, Wheeler & Will were selected “because of their own 
ability, their willingness to work in collaboration with the Saarinens, to 
�J�L�Y�H���P�R�Q�W�K�V���R�I���F�D�U�H�I�X�O���V�W�X�G�\���W�R���W�K�H���V�S�H�F�L�À�F���Q�H�H�G�V���R�I���W�K�H���:�L�Q�Q�H�W�N�D���V�F�K�R�R�O�V��
and to give intimate supervision to the construction.”  A plus was their 
having as consultant Dwight Perkins, “who had a long reputation as one 
of America’s leading school architects” and had been the senior partner 
�R�I���W�K�H���À�U�P���3�H�U�N�L�Q�V�����)�H�O�O�R�Z�V���D�Q�G���+�D�P�L�O�W�R�Q���W�K�D�W���K�D�G���E�X�L�O�W���+�X�E�E�D�U�G���:�R�R�G�V��
and Skokie Schools.30 

A Collaboration
�$���U�H�F�H�Q�W�O�\���H�V�W�D�E�O�L�V�K�H�G���À�U�P�����3�H�U�N�L�Q�V�����:�K�H�H�O�H�U���	���:�L�O�O�����D�Q�G���D���À�U�P��
consisting of one of the world’s greatest architects and his son, Eliel and 
Eero Saarinen (1910-1961), were on board.  They were poised to give 
study to the needs of a committed Board of Education and a visionary 
Superintendent; the project to build a school that embraced progressive 
education was launched. 

The design of Crow Island School was all about collaboration.  Larry 
Perkins noted that some 80 people played a role.31 He remarked that:

Washburne didn’t want...an academic-plus-nothing school, the shoebox 
of the past where the child was nailed into place and assailed with 
�O�H�D�U�Q�L�Q�J�����6�R���Z�H���G�H�Y�H�O�R�S�H�G���W�K�H���Q�R�W�L�R�Q���R�I���À�Q�G�L�Q�J���R�X�W���Z�K�D�W���K�H���Z�D�Q�W�H�G���D��
school to do, what the acts of teaching and learning were, and visualized 
�L�W���L�Q���D���������D�F�U�H���À�H�O�G�����2�X�U���M�R�E���Z�D�V���W�R���S�X�W���Z�D�O�O�V���D�U�R�X�Q�G���L�W����Parents, teachers, 
the pupils, ...the custodian, the brilliant activities teacher...they all came up with 
good ideas.  They knew what they needed and didn’t have. Will and I did 
the work, and [Eliel] Saarinen oversaw everything we did. He was the 
design critic.32

Always in mind were Carleton Washburne’s “dream” and School Board 
desires. When Larry Perkins was asked how he got along with the School 
�%�R�D�U�G�����K�H���V�D�L�G���W�K�D�W���L�W���´�Z�D�V���S�U�R�E�D�E�O�\���W�K�H���À�Q�H�V�W���D�Q�G���K�L�J�K�H�V�W���J�U�R�X�S���R�I���S�H�R�S�O�H��
that I have ever seen assembled for any committee purpose.”  They had 
�W�K�H���À�Q�D�O���V�D�\�����E�X�W���W�K�H���E�R�D�U�G���Z�D�V���F�U�L�W�L�F�D�O�O�\���D�Z�D�U�H���R�I���H�Y�H�U�\�W�K�L�Q�J���:�D�V�K�E�X�U�Q�H��
wanted.33 

�'�X�U�L�Q�J���W�K�H���À�U�V�W���\�H�D�U���D�I�W�H�U���W�K�H���W�H�D�P���Z�D�V���K�L�U�H�G�����3�H�U�N�L�Q�V���Z�D�V���S�U�R�E�O�H�P��
solving; little drawing took place. Perkins spent time in classrooms, 
observing, studying, reading, talking to teachers and students, the school 
janitor--about individual and group academics and various activities and 
physical things like handling coats and toileting.

28 1939-40 Annual Report. P. 5-6.
29 Ibid. P. 6.
30 Ibid.
31 Perkins, Oral History.
32 Ibid.
33 Perkins. Oral History.
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In her book, �6�W�L�O�O���D���6�S�H�F�L�D�O���3�O�D�F�H�����$���+�L�V�W�R�U�\���R�I���&�U�R�Z���,�V�O�D�Q�G���6�F�K�R�R�O�����:�L�Q�Q�H�W�N�D����
Illinois, Winnetka Public Schools Archivist, Betty Carbol described 
suggestions of several of the players, but added that, “The children 
�D�Q�G���W�K�H�L�U���Q�H�H�G�V���Z�H�U�H���W�K�H���À�U�V�W���F�R�Q�V�L�G�H�U�D�W�L�R�Q�����D�Q�G���W�K�D�W���Z�D�V���F�H�U�W�D�L�Q�O�\���W�K�H��
common denominator that made it all work.” 34

The children wanted bigger classrooms, a workroom, toilets for each 
classroom so they didn’t have to stand in line, and running water for 
their art projects.35 Marion Carswell, (Crow Island Principal, 1951-1955) 
remarked at a conference, “Crow Island Revisited,” held in 1955, 15 years 
after the school was completed,  “The old type of building had one set of 
toilet rooms for a school of 600... Children had to line up... The classroom 
was (meant to be) a homey living place, and could you live in a home 
where you were lining up to go places?” She added,  “the dog catchers 
began taking our dogs before nine o’clock and the children said ‘If we 
just had a place to tie the dogs up until the dog catchers left the school 
building’.” 36 The children also expressed concern that they’d never get 
together if they had everything in their classrooms. That bothered them. 
“Were we going to have an assembly hall where we’d get together”? And 
they discussed having the assembly hall and gym in the same room--
agreeing that two separate spaces were needed. 

Miss Carswell noted that the auditorium for young children had to be very 
�F�D�U�H�I�X�O�O�\ acoustically treated.  Since in October, 1938, (concurrently with 
the design being generated for Crow Island) Eliel and Eero Saarinen were 
�F�R�P�P�L�V�V�L�R�Q�H�G���W�R���G�H�V�L�J�Q���W�K�H���.�O�H�L�Q�K�D�Q�V���0�X�V�L�F���+�D�O�O���L�Q���%�X�•�D�O�R�����1�H�Z���<�R�U�N����
�W�K�H���À�U�P���Z�D�V���Z�H�O�O���Y�H�U�V�H�G���L�Q���D�F�R�X�V�W�L�F�D�O���H�Q�J�L�Q�H�H�U�L�Q�J�����7�K�H���L�V�V�X�H�V���U�H�O�D�W�H�G��
to acoustics in the 400-seat Crow Island assembly hall were resolved by 
�D���F�H�L�O�L�Q�J���D�F�R�X�V�W�L�F�D�O�O�\���W�U�H�D�W�H�G���W�R���D�E�V�R�U�E���U�H�Y�H�U�E�H�U�D�W�L�R�Q���D�Q�G���V�F�L�H�Q�W�L�À�F�D�O�O�\��
pitched to throw sound to the back of the room.  Having a gym was 
discussed, but it was decided that because this was to be a lower school, 
they didn’t need a gym; “it had to be a big playroom.” 37 The space, which 
was to be used for recreation and physical education in wet weather 
and for folk dancing, rhythm, etc. 38���L�V���G�H�V�F�U�L�E�H�G���R�Q���W�K�H���Á�R�R�U�S�O�D�Q���D�V��
�´�S�O�D�\�U�R�R�P���µ���7�K�H���W�H�D�F�K�H�U�V���X�Q�D�Q�L�P�R�X�V�O�\���Z�D�Q�W�H�G���Á�H�[�L�E�O�H���V�S�D�F�H�V�����P�R�Y�D�E�O�H��
furniture, bay windows for story hours and, like the children, a workroom 
for class and individual projects. 39 

Frances Presler, Director of Activities for the Winnetka Public Schools, 
wrote a letter to the architects relaying her vision. The letter was published 
in the August, 1941, issue of the Architectural Forum, in which Crow Island 
School was featured-- accompanied by photographs taken by Chicago’s 
�P�R�V�W���G�L�V�W�L�Q�J�X�L�V�K�H�G���D�U�F�K�L�W�H�F�W�X�U�D�O���S�K�R�W�R�J�U�D�S�K�\���À�U�P�����+�H�G�U�L�F�K���%�O�H�V�V�L�Q�J�����6�K�H��

34 Carbol, “Everyone Helps.”
35 Jane Clarke. “Philosophy in Brick”. Inland Architect. November/December, 1989.
36 Crow Island Revisited was held June 2, 1955. In attendance were Douglas Haskell, Editor, Architectural Forum; Dr. Arthur 
Rice, Editor, The Nation’s Schools;  Dr. Gilbert S. Willey, Superintendent of Schools; Miss Marion Carswell, Crow Island Principal; Ben 
Helke, Head Custodian; Miss Dorothy Gault and Miss Lucille Murray, third and ��h grade teachers; architects Eero Saarinen; Larry 
Perkins and Phil Will; and Hal Burnett from Burnett and Logan. Burnett and Logan were an advertising �rm. It is believed that they were 
in charge of advertising for Perkins & Will. �e transcript for this conference is in the collection of the Winnetka Historical Society. �e 
dogs the children refer to o�en walked with them to school and then headed home.
37 Ibid.
38 1939-40 Annual Report. P. 15
39 Ibid. Carbol, “Classrooms.”

�&�U�R�Z���,�V�O�D�Q�G���$�X�G�L�W�R�U�L�X�P�P����������������
(Hedrich Blessing)

Frances Presler (Winnetka Public 
Schools Archives)
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commented:

The building itself shall be a place in the joy of living...a place which 
permits the joy in small things of life...Above all the school must be 
childlike--not what adults think of children. At the same time it should 
�E�H���G�L�J�Q�L�À�H�G�����D�Q�G���S�O�D�\�I�X�O�����E�X�W���Q�R�W���D���S�O�D�\�L�Q�J���G�R�Z�Q���W�R���F�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q�������,�W���P�X�V�W���E�H��
warm, personal and intimate, that it shall be to each of these thousands 
‘My school’...It must be inspiring--with a beauty that suggests action, not 
passiveness...The school should look to the future...It should give children 
�D�Q�G���D�G�X�O�W�V���W�K�H���I�H�H�O�L�Q�J���R�I���Á�H�[�L�E�L�O�L�W�\�����S�R�V�V�L�E�L�O�L�W�\���R�I���F�K�D�Q�J�H�����7�K�H���F�O�D�V�V�U�R�R�P�V��
should express inner tranquility...should give feeling of security...and... 
inviting home-likeness...The library I would designate as a place for 
‘lingering with energy’...The pioneer [room] will give opportunity for 

experimentation and experiencing. 40

The janitors wanted easy maintenance. Ben Helke, custodian at Horace 
Mann (and later, Crow Island), said he wanted recessed lockers so that 
classroom space wouldn’t be taken up with clothing clutter. Built-in 
lockers replaced traditional coatrooms and pegs in the hallways. Mr. 
�+�H�O�N�H���D�O�V�R���Z�D�V���U�H�V�S�R�Q�V�L�E�O�H���I�R�U���W�K�H���Á�D�W���W�R�S�S�H�G���K�D�O�O���V�N�\�O�L�J�K�W�V���D�Q�G���I�R�U��
suggesting that the front steps be heated--to keep them clear of ice and 
snow.41 

As preferences and wishes were voiced, Perkins drew up pictures of ideas, 
showing them to the children and teachers and noting their responses. 
When the art teacher said, “Let’s make patterns of the building,” a model 
of an L-shaped classroom was created by designer John Boyce of Perkins, 
Wheeler & Will. The model was taken around to Horace Mann School 
where the teachers, children and architects all played with it, exhibited it 
at the parent teacher association (P.T.A.)42 and School Board meetings and 
showed it to outside professionals. What evolved was a string of one-room 
schools containing a large rectangular classroom and a workroom in the 
“L” extension- with counter tops, sinks, gas jets for science experiments 
and a small bathroom. All these needs were accommodated within 
a single enclosure that met the varied requirements of Washburne’s 
educational philosophy. 43  In a phone interview with John Boyce for the 
1989 Inland Architect article, “Philosophy in Brick,” Jane Clarke described 
how this plan happened.  “Boyce commented that lowering the standard 
12-foot-high classroom ceiling to 9 feet, with its savings in cubic footage 
(and cost) allowed for the workroom, provided light through window 
�Z�D�O�O�V���D�Q�G���R�•�H�U�H�G���F�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q���D���P�R�U�H���L�Q�W�L�P�D�W�H���D�Q�G���K�R�P�H�O�L�N�H���D�W�P�R�V�S�K�H�U�H���µ44  
The rigid conventional classroom was totally rejected at Crow Island. 
�*�R�Q�H���Z�H�U�H���W�K�H���W�D�O�O���F�H�L�O�L�Q�J�V�����D�G�X�O�W���V�F�D�O�H�G���U�R�R�P�V���D�Q�G���U�L�J�L�G���G�H�V�N���Á�R�R�U���S�O�D�Q����
The classroom design represented the antithesis of what Perkins described 
as “normal” spaces that “operated on the premise that thirty children, 
�D�O�O���U�L�J�K�W���K�D�Q�G�H�G�����V�D�W���L�Q���G�H�V�N�V���Z�L�W�K���À�[�H�G���V�H�D�W�V���I�D�F�L�Q�J���W�K�H���W�H�D�F�K�H�U�����D�Q�G���D��
process of ingestion and regurgitation went on.” 45 Betty Carbol noted 
40 Frances Presler. “Letter to the Architects” in the Joseph Hudnut article “Comment on Crow Island School, Winnetka, Ill.” 
Architectural Forum, Aug. 1941; Vol. 75:2, pp. 80-81.
41 Carbol. “Everyone Helps”. Betty Carbol notes that Crow Island has 28 washrooms.
42 Clarke. P. 56.  In the early discussion of school needs, the P.T.A. was brought in. �ey were a strong group and asked if 
there would be place for a P.T.A. meeting room.
43 Clarke.
44 Ibid.
45 Perkins, Oral History.

�1�R�U�W�K�Z�H�V�W���Z�L�Q�J���F�O�D�V�V�U�R�R�P���X�Q�L�W�V��������������
(Hedrich Blessing)

�0�R�G�H�O���R�I���W�\�S�L�F�D�O���F�O�D�V�V�U�R�R�P���X�Q�L�W��
(Perkins + Will)

�$�[�R�Q�R�P�H�W�U�L�F���G�U�D�Z�L�Q�J���R�I���W�\�S�L�F�D�O��
�F�O�D�V�V�U�R�R�P���X�Q�L�W�����3�H�U�N�L�Q�V�������:�L�O�O��
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that the classroom was certainly the most important and the most used 
space within the building. Clearly it received serious thought from day 
one, allowing for “individuality” to be “imposed upon the space by the 
varying personalities of teachers and students.”46 So much was designed 
to meet their needs. She mentions the extensive tastefully-built storage, 
the vast expanses of ponderosa pine, where papers could be tacked up 
without doing damage to the walls, the well-thought-out lighting and 
window walls, the wide window sills that could hold displays, books, 
�J�D�P�H�V���D�Q�G���´�F�K�H�H�U�\���E�O�R�R�P�L�Q�J���S�O�D�Q�W�V�µ���D�Q�G���W�K�H���Z�R�U�N�U�R�R�P�V���R�•���R�I���H�D�F�K��
classroom that provided a separate area where group projects could be 
overseen by the classroom teacher.47

The Design
Larry Perkins said in his oral history that the planning of the building and 
programming was “supremely uninteresting to the Saarinens.”  But he 
added that they did “plenty,” noting that the overall plan was “basically 
�3�K�L�O�·�V���P�R�G�L�À�H�G���E�\���(�H�U�R���µ�����7�K�H���G�H�V�L�J�Q���W�K�D�W���H�Y�R�O�Y�H�G���S�U�R�Y�L�G�H�G���W�K�U�H�H���Z�L�Q�J�V��
with separate playgrounds--isolating the intermediate, primary, and 
kindergarten grades--and a central core containing the auditorium, 
playroom (gym), library, and art room. Perkins referred to this central 
core as the “hub of the building.” 48 American School and University, the 
educational profession’s magazine of plant planning and purchasing, 
noted in an article on the 25th anniversary of the school that, 

�&�U�R�Z���,�V�O�D�Q�G���Z�D�V���W�K�H���À�U�V�W���V�F�K�R�R�O���W�R���E�H���]�R�Q�H�G���E�\���D�J�H���J�U�R�X�S�V�����,�W���Z�D�V���R�U�J�D�Q�L�]�H�G��
with a ‘community center’ at the core. The school was intentionally designed 
to be a living, growing part of the community. 49

Perkins noted that, “When the Saarinens came alive was after we were up 
to half-inch scale elevations, then their pencils started to itch.” He added 
that their contribution, which was very real and very important, was 
mainly at the cosmetic level.50 Mr. Saarinen dictated that the same cornice 
�D�V���K�H���K�D�G���V�S�H�F�L�À�H�G���D�W���W�K�H���,�Q�V�W�L�W�X�W�H���R�I���6�F�L�H�Q�F�H���D�W���&�U�D�Q�E�U�R�R�N���E�H���X�V�H�G�������7�K�H��
design of the front doorway, pulling it into the corner, was Eero’s. Eliel 
Saarinen wanted the brick exposed and Eero selected the rosy common 
brick that is used outside and in. 51

The architecture of Crow Island, accommodating the educational program 
that was so carefully worked out, is as forward looking as its embodiment 
of progressive education.  There are no references to classical architecture 
or Collegiate Gothic, as was the case with most schools that preceded it. 
�6�W�D�Q�G�L�Q�J���R�Q�H���V�W�R�U�\�����Z�L�W�K���Z�L�Q�J�V���V�S�U�H�D�G�L�Q�J���L�Q�W�R���W�K�H���Á�D�W���,�O�O�L�Q�R�L�V���O�D�Q�G�V�F�D�S�H�����L�W��
resonates with Frank Lloyd Wright’s approach. Like Wright’s Prairie Style 
�D�U�F�K�L�W�H�F�W�X�U�H�����&�U�R�Z���,�V�O�D�Q�G���À�W�V���F�R�P�I�R�U�W�D�E�O�\���L�Q�W�R���L�W�V���V�H�W�W�L�Q�J�����(�F�K�R�L�Q�J���W�K�H��
Midwest’s Usonian Houses that Wright designed from 1936 through the 
46 Carbol “Classrooms”.
47 Ibid.
48 Perkins, Oral History.
49 “Crow Island School - A�er 25 Years”. �$�P�H�U�L�F�D�Q���6�F�K�R�R�O���	���8�Q�L�Y�H�U�V�L�W�\�����7�K�H���0�D�J�D�]�L�Q�H���R�I���3�O�D�Q�W���3�O�D�Q�Q�L�Q�J���D�Q�G���3�X�U�F�K�D�V�L�Q�J�� 
Vol. 37, February, 1965.
50 Perkins, Oral History, 1974. P. 13. �e brick is speci�ed as “Illinois common brick, select overburned.”
51 Ibid.

Eero Saarinen, custodian Ben Helke, 
and Lawrence Perkins in the Lobby, 
1955 (Winnetka Public Schools 
Archives)
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1950s, it is built of natural materials--brick, wood and glass.  Eliel Saarinen 
knew Wright and invited him to Cranbrook. There is a photo of the two 
of them standing together, dating from 1935, in the Cranbrook archives.52 
Eero particularly admired Wright’s work. He felt that everything down 
to the smallest detail (exterior, interior, furniture, decorative accessories) 
had to be part of an “organic unity” and acknowledged that he learned 
this from Frank Lloyd Wright. Eero said his father felt the same way. 53 
The low spreading wings and grouped windows at Crow Island recall 
the Wrightian feeling of Eliel Saarinen’s design for Kingswood School at 
Cranbrook, designed in 1929.54 

The Modernist idiom that became popularized by the exhibition held at 
the Museum of Modern Art in 1932, “The International Style,” also had 
�L�W�V���L�P�S�D�F�W���R�Q���&�U�R�Z���,�V�O�D�Q�G�·�V���G�H�V�L�J�Q�����Z�L�W�K���L�W�V���Á�D�W���U�R�R�I�V�����Y�D�V�W���H�[�S�D�Q�V�H�V���R�I��
glass and general lack of applied ornament. Notable exceptions include 
Lily Saarinen’s charming ceramics, though even these are set into brick 
architectural frames.55

�7�K�H���R�•���F�H�Q�W�H�U���F�O�R�F�N���R�Q���W�K�H�������·���W�D�O�O���F�K�L�P�Q�H�\���Z�D�V���(�O�L�H�O���6�D�D�U�L�Q�H�Q�·�V���L�G�H�D����
When Boyce and Larry Perkins were visiting him at Cranbrook, Saarinen 
�Z�D�V���V�D�L�G���W�R���V�P�L�O�H���D�Q�G���V�O�L�S�S�H�G���L�W���R�Q���K�L�V���G�U�D�Z�L�Q�J���R�•���W�R���R�Q�H���V�L�G�H�����G�H�F�O�D�U�L�Q�J��
that “I am not 100% functionalist.” 56 Controversial among Winnetkans at 
�À�U�V�W�����Z�K�L�P�V�\���Z�R�Q���R�X�W���D�Q�G���L�W���K�D�V���E�H�F�R�P�H���D���P�X�F�K���O�R�Y�H�G���V�F�K�R�R�O���W�U�D�G�H�P�D�U�N��

�,�W���L�V���V�R�P�H�W�L�P�H�V���G�L�€�F�X�O�W���W�R���D�F�F�X�U�D�W�H�O�\���S�D�U�V�H���R�X�W���H�[�D�F�W�O�\���Z�K�L�F�K���G�H�V�L�J�Q��
�G�H�F�L�V�L�R�Q�V���H�D�F�K���D�U�F�K�L�W�H�F�W���P�D�G�H�����&�D�U�O�H�W�R�Q���:�D�V�K�E�X�U�Q�H�����K�R�Z�H�Y�H�U�����F�O�D�U�L�À�H�V���W�K�H��
issue in a 1943 letter he wrote for Brick and Tile (not published until March, 
1947) in which he said, “while the major credit for design, color and 
materials in the Crow Island School probably belongs to Eliel and Eero 
Saarinen, since that was their major responsibility in this building, the 
detailed functionalism  of the building was entirely the work of Perkins & 
Will.” They managed construction. 57

Common materials--brick, wood and concrete--were used in inventive 
ways to be both beautiful and functional. The brick was manufactured by 
Brisch Brick Company in Chicago and favored by modernist architects 
�L�Q���P�D�Q�\���R�I���W�K�H�L�U���E�X�L�O�G�L�Q�J�V�����3�D�W�W�H�U�Q�H�G���E�U�L�F�N�Z�R�U�N���L�V���D���V�L�J�Q�L�À�F�D�Q�W���D�V�S�H�F�W��
of Crow Island’s design.  On the exterior, the brick geometric grid on 
the chimney, the complex pattern work framing Lily Saarinen’s ceramic 
animals, and the various designs of brick screening that cover the exterior 
of each classroom washroom window are particularly noteworthy. 
Located on the south exterior auditorium wall, a low relief model of the 

52 Design in America: The Cranbrook Vision, 1925-1950. Detroit: Detroit Museum of Arts, Metropolitan Museum of Art, 
1983. �e photo of  Eliel Saarinen and Wright standing together at Cranbrook is in this book, which served as Catalogue of an exhibition 
with the same name that was held in Detroit, New York, Helsinki, Paris and London.  P. 45.
53 Ibid. Pps 112-113.
54 Ibid. P. 67.
55 Lilian Swann Saarinen (1912-1995) was a sculptor. She studied under Carl Milles at Cranbrook, where she met Eero 
Saarinen. �ey married, divorcing in 1951.
56 Perkins, Oral History.
57 Brick and Tile, March, 1947. It is interesting to note that although the adjacent work room for individual projects grew out 
of Carleton Washburne’s vision and was articulated by Larry Perkins and Phil Will in their focus on the school’s functional needs, Eliel 
Saarinen is known to have included spaces for more intimate interaction in his designs. His home at Cranbrook contained just such an 
area o� their bedroom, a nook where he and his wife could enjoy breakfast. His design for the Koebel House, at 203 Cloverly in Grosse 
Point Farms, Michigan, contains an intimate library space located in an “L” o� the living room.

Crow Island School under 
construction. View of south elevation, 
ca. 1939 (Winnetka Public Schools 
Archives)

�1�R�U�W�K���I�D�o�D�G�H���D�W���P�D�L�Q���H�Q�W�U�D�Q�F�H��������������
(Hedrich Blessing)
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�V�F�K�R�R�O�·�V���Á�R�R�U���S�O�D�Q���L�V���G�H�S�L�F�W�H�G���X�V�L�Q�J���U�D�L�V�H�G���E�U�L�F�N�Z�R�U�N�����,�W���L�V���D�Q���X�Q�H�[�S�H�F�W�H�G��
detail--both whimsical and educational.  On the interior, brick features 
are equally engaging.  In the auditorium, double rows of bricks alternate 
with rectangular cinder blocks to form a horizontal pattern, which serves 
to lower the scale of the room to a child’s level. Dark red face brick, set 
in vertical soldier courses, provides counterpoint to the horizontally-laid 
common brick on the front stairwell. This dark red brick is also practical 
as well as ornamental--used at the base of corridor walls where it would 
not absorb the water and dirt from repeated washings and waxings of 
�W�K�H���D�V�S�K�D�O�W���Á�R�R�U���W�L�O�H�V�����7�K�U�H�H���U�R�Z�V���R�I���´�V�W�U�H�D�P�O�L�Q�H�G�µ���Z�R�R�G���E�D�Q�G�L�Q�J���O�L�Q�H��
the hallways. These child-height projecting bands with rounded corners 
prevent potential injuries caused by children scraping against the rough 
surface of the brick walls. 

�/�L�J�K�W�L�Q�J���Z�D�V���D���V�L�J�Q�L�À�F�D�Q�W���G�H�V�L�J�Q���F�R�Q�V�L�G�H�U�D�W�L�R�Q�������(�D�F�K���F�O�D�V�V�U�R�R�P���K�D�V��������
linear feet of windows. The window openings extend up 7’ 6-3/4”. Light 
entering from two sides allowed “a wonderful feeling of oneness with the 
out-of-doors,” notes Betty Carbol. 58 

Original window coverings were colorful draw curtains made of fabric 
designed by Lily Saarinen.  Unfortunately, none remain.  Lighting 
consultant Stanley McCandless, devised a system in classrooms using 
�U�H�F�H�V�V�H�G���L�Q�F�D�Q�G�H�V�F�H�Q�W���E�X�O�E�V�������&�O�D�V�V�U�R�R�P���Á�R�R�U�V���Z�H�U�H���G�H�V�L�J�Q�H�G���Z�L�W�K���O�L�J�K�W��
�F�R�O�R�U�H�G���Á�R�R�U���W�L�O�H���W�R���U�H�Á�H�F�W���O�L�J�K�W�����/�L�J�K�W���V�Z�L�W�F�K�H�V�����F�D�U�H�I�X�O�O�\���W�K�R�X�J�K�W���R�X�W�����D�U�H��
child height.

To accommodate the teachers’ requests for movable furniture, Eero 
Saarinen and Charles Eames partnered in creating child-sized designs.59 
�)�R�U�P���À�W�W�L�Q�J���P�R�O�G�H�G���S�O�\�Z�R�R�G���F�K�D�L�U�V���D�Q�G���W�D�E�O�H�V���Z�L�W�K���O�L�Q�H�Q���)�R�U�P�L�F�D��
tops were designed for the lower grades and desk-chair units with 
linen Formica tops for the upper grades. The tables and chairs could be 
arranged to provide a variety of seating arrangements. Molded plywood 
bench seating, extruded versions of the chairs, was designed for the 
auditorium; it is graduated in size to provide seating for the smallest 
children in front and the largest children or adults in back. Seatbacks of 
all the chairs and benches were designed to accommodate proper posture.  
The Illinois Craft Project of the Federal Government’s Works Progress 
Administration (W.P.A.) built much of the furniture; each piece is stamped 
on the bottom. The desk-chair units were produced by William Bargen of 
the Welfare Engineering Company of Waukegan.  Upholstered furniture, 
for adult use, was designed by Eero Saarinen for the lobby. That area was 
set aside as adult centered, unlike the child-focused rest of the school. 
Attention was focused on use by parents and teachers. 

Eero Saarinen and Charles Eames collaborated at Cranbrook in their 
furniture designs until 1942, when Eames married and he and his wife 
Ray Kaiser Eames moved to Los Angeles. In 1940, the Museum of Modern 
Art created an exhibit, “Organic Design,” where applications of industrial 

58 Carbol. “Lighting.”
59 Ibid. “Furniture”.

�7�\�S�L�F�D�O���L�Q�W�H�U�P�H�G�L�D�W�H���J�U�D�G�H���F�O�D�V�V�U�R�R�P�V����
1940 (Hedrich Blessing)

�7�\�S�L�F�D�O���S�U�L�P�D�U�\���J�U�D�G�H���Z�R�U�N�U�R�R�P��������������
(Hedrich Blessing)

Furniture ad for pedestal desk, ca. 
1940
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methods and materials were applied to physical and aesthetic needs.  A 
competition was held, and Saarinen and Eames’ chair designs won for 
�D���V�L�J�Q�L�À�F�D�Q�W���L�Q�Q�R�Y�D�W�L�R�Q�����µ�D���P�D�Q�X�I�D�F�W�X�U�L�Q�J���P�H�W�K�R�G���Q�H�Y�H�U���S�U�H�Y�L�R�X�V�O�\��
applied to furniture was employed to make a light structural shell 
consisting of layers of plastic glue and wood veneer molded in three-
dimensional form.” 60 This was the method used for their designs for the 
molded plywood seating at Crow Island, which they experimented with 
and developed prior to the “Organic Design” show. 61

Artwork played an integral and enticing role in Crow Island’s original 
�G�H�V�L�J�Q�����/�L�O�\���6�Z�D�Q�Q���6�D�D�U�L�Q�H�Q�����1�H�Z���<�R�U�N���V�F�X�O�S�W�U�H�V�V���D�Q�G���(�H�U�R�·�V���À�U�V�W���Z�L�I�H����
created 23 fanciful glazed  ceramic animal sculptures that grace the private 
courtyards/outdoor rooms that were designed as part of the L-shaped 
�F�O�D�V�V�U�R�R�P�V�����(�D�F�K���V�F�X�O�S�W�X�U�H���L�V���V�H�W���R�•���E�\���D���I�U�D�P�H���R�I���S�D�W�W�H�U�Q�H�G���E�U�L�F�N�Z�R�U�N����
Her design for ceramics in the lobby depict the story of Noah, with three 
�S�D�L�U�V���R�I���D�Q�L�P�D�O�V���D�Q�G���W�K�H���G�R�Y�H�����$�O�O���R�I���W�K�H���F�H�U�D�P�L�F�V���Z�H�U�H���À�U�H�G���D�W���&�U�D�Q�E�U�R�R�N����
The exterior designs related to the curriculum of the grade level that 
originally used the outdoor spaces. These courtyards served as little yards 
�I�R�U���H�D�F�K���F�O�D�V�V�U�R�R�P�����Z�L�W�K���D���Á�D�J�V�W�R�Q�H���S�D�Y�H�G���V�H�F�W�L�R�Q���X�V�H�G���D�V���D�Q���R�X�W�G�R�R�U��
classroom and a sunlit section planted as a garden. Hedrich Blessing 
photos of the courtyards and Saarinen ceramic sculptures were featured in 
Eleanor Bittermann’s 1952 book, �$�U�W���L�Q���0�R�G�H�U�Q���$�U�F�K�L�W�H�F�W�X�U�H.62 

�7�K�H���À�U�V�W���M�X�Q�J�O�H���J�\�P�����P�D�G�H���R�I���P�H�W�D�O���S�L�S�H�V���Z�D�V���F�U�H�D�W�H�G���E�\���:�L�Q�Q�H�W�N�D��
inventor Theodore Hinton in collaboration with Carleton Washburne 
and North Shore  Country Day headmaster, Perry Dunlap Smith. It was 
brought from Horace Mann School and resided on the grounds of Crow 
Island School until 2015.63

Crow Island was completed in 1940, on time and on budget.64 The 
completed school building, as eloquently photographed by architectural 
photographers Hedrich Blessing, is pristine in form, with no landscape 
�I�H�D�W�X�U�H�V���W�K�D�W���F�D�P�R�X�Á�D�J�H���L�W�V���G�H�V�L�J�Q�������5�H�Á�H�F�W�L�Q�J���W�K�H���L�Q�Á�X�H�Q�F�H���R�I���3�U�D�L�U�L�H��
�6�W�\�O�H���D�U�F�K�L�W�H�F�W�X�U�H���L�Q���L�W�V���O�R�Q�J���O�R�Z���S�U�R�À�O�H�����L�W�V���D�U�F�K�L�W�H�F�W�X�U�H���F�O�H�D�U�O�\���H�F�K�R�H�V��
�W�K�H���Á�D�W�Q�H�V�V���R�I���W�K�H���V�X�U�U�R�X�Q�G�L�Q�J���O�D�Q�G�V�F�D�S�H�����7�K�H���6�D�D�U�L�Q�H�Q�V���K�D�G���Y�H�W�R�H�G��
vines and asked the landscape architects, McFadzean & Everly, to plant 
low-lying shrubs and trees: sumacs, honeysuckles and various sorts of 
viburnum. In August, 1940, McFadzean & Everly created a landscape 
drawing of the building and grounds. 65 It organized the grounds into 
expanses of lawn laid out like large outdoor spaces that extended the 
outdoor rooms/courtyards adjacent to each classroom. The school was 
to be accessed from a driveway just south of the intersection of Willow 
Road and Linwood Road (now Glendale Avenue) that curved into a loop 
at the front entrance (which faces Willow Road).  Immediately west of 

60 Eliot Noyes. Organic Design in Home Furnishings. New York, Museum of Modern Art, 1941. P. 4, 10-17.
61 Ibid. p. 11.
62 “Chapter XVI Sculpture: Ceramic. Eleanor Bittermann. �$�U�W���L�Q���0�R�G�H�U�Q���$�U�F�K�L�W�H�F�W�X�U�H. New York: Reinhold Publishing 
Corporation, 1952.
63 One jungle gym was donated to the Winnetka Historical Society and has been restored in the backyard and four other sets 
were removed from Crow Island School in 2015 by instruction of the Board of Education.
64 �e whole building, including architects’ fees, cost $288,678.68.  Equipment totaled $14,520.10. Landscaping cost 
$7,804.10. With the cost of the site, $46,454.10, the entire expenditure totaled $363,007.64. Annual Report. Pp. 20-21.
65 �e landscape plan was published in the Winnetka Talk in March, 1941 and again in 1944 in Built in U.S.A.  
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the primary section was an outdoor lawn area surrounded by a path. 
A second lawn area, immediately west of the intermediate section was 
designated on the drawing as an “outdoor classroom.” The third lawn 
area, immediately east of the intermediate section was designed to contain 
a stone story ring.  To the south of the school, separated by a sidewalk, 
�Z�H�U�H���D�Q���D�V�S�K�D�O�W���S�O�D�\�J�U�R�X�Q�G���D�U�H�D���D�Q�G���D���V�R�I�W�E�D�O�O���D�Q�G���V�R�F�F�H�U���À�H�O�G�������%�H�U�P�V��
separated the noisy playgrounds from neighborhood homes. 

The Landscape
McFadzean & Everly was established in 1935, when Robert Everly, 
physical education director of the Glencoe Park District, went into 
partnership with John McFadzean, Superintendent of the Glencoe School 
District. 66  At a period in time when landscape architects were also 
engaged as planners, ecologists, botanists, and civil engineers, Everly, 
though licensed as an engineer, would be considered a landscape architect.  
Early in his career, Bob Everly worked on a surveying crew in landscape 
construction, where he met Jens Jensen, who recommended him for the 
�M�R�E���D�V���*�O�H�Q�F�R�H�·�V���'�L�U�H�F�W�R�U���R�I���3�D�U�N�V�����-�H�Q�V�H�Q�����D�U�J�X�D�E�O�\���V�H�F�R�Q�G���L�Q���V�L�J�Q�L�À�F�D�Q�F�H��
to Frederick Law Olmsted in the history of American landscape 
architecture, is celebrated as founder of the “Prairie Style” of landscape 
design.  Using indigenous plant material, layered stonework, council 
rings, meadows and sun openings, he designed landscapes for parks, 
�H�V�W�D�W�H�V���D�Q�G���F�D�P�S�X�V�H�V�������,�Q�Á�X�H�Q�F�H�G���E�\���-�H�Q�V�H�Q�·�V���G�H�V�L�J�Q���S�K�L�O�R�V�R�S�K�\���D�Q�G��
signature features, McFadzean & Everly introduced into their landscape 
plan for Crow Island meadows (lawns), a stone council (or story) ring, 
�D�Q�G���D���F�X�U�Y�L�Q�J���G�U�L�Y�H���V�X�U�U�R�X�Q�G�L�Q�J���W�U�H�H�V�����7�K�H���À�U�P���G�H�V�L�J�Q�H�G���P�D�Q�\���V�F�K�R�R�O��
landscapes they called “Park Schools,” where school landscapes also were 
used by park districts. Immediately adjacent to Crow Island is Winnetka 
Park District land. The Winnetka Board of Education  1939-40 Annual 
Report points out that the McFadzean & Everly plan “makes the school 
grounds continuous with Crow Island Park, and combines attractive 
landscape features with suitable play areas.”67 McFadzean & Everly 
played an important role at Crow Island in enhancing the collaborative 
philosophy shared by the Saarinens and Perkins, Wheeler & Will.68

Crow Island after 1954 
To provide for a growing school-age population, Perkins & Will designed 
an addition to the school in 1953; it opened in the fall of 1954.69 It housed 
six upper grade classrooms. Although the scale is larger, to accommodate 
older children, it mimics Crow Island’s original design. With the intent of 
preserving the calm, warm atmosphere characteristic of the 1940 building, 
the architects used Chicago common brick and utilized the same room 

66 Benjamin Historic Certi�cations, LLC, Landscape Interview, Land Design Collaborative, Inc., September 4, 2015. Danielle 
Euer interviewed James C. Gamble, founder, in 1986, of Land Design Collaborative, Incorporated, Evanston. In 1990, the �rm acquired 
McFadzean & Everly. Bruce Everly reviewed Jim Gamble’s comments before they were sent to Danielle Euer. Initially the �rm was Mc-
Fadzean & Everly and Rose. William E. Rose, a landscape architect, le� the �rm a�er about two years.
67 1939-40 Annual Report. P. 1.
68 Benjamin Historic Certi�cations, LLC, Landscape Interview, Land Design Collaborative, Inc.. 
69 A bond issue was �rst proposed in 1952 to enlarge the school; alterations were proposed to other schools in the District to 
bring them up to date.
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layout, designing L-shaped classrooms with workrooms, southwest 
corner windows and adjacent outdoor courtyards. Located west of the 
�S�O�D�\�U�R�R�P���J�\�P�Q�D�V�L�X�P�����W�K�H���Z�L�Q�J���U�H�W�D�L�Q�V���W�K�H���F�R�Q�À�J�X�U�D�W�L�R�Q���R�I���D���F�H�Q�W�U�D�O��
community core surrounded by classroom wings. It continues the policy 
of zoning the school by age groups. 

Once the addition was complete, it was immediately compared to the 
�R�U�L�J�L�Q�D�O���V�F�K�R�R�O���E�X�L�O�G�L�Q�J���D�Q�G���W�K�H���G�L�•�H�U�H�Q�F�H�V���Z�H�U�H���D�V�V�H�V�V�H�G�������$���F�R�Q�I�H�U�H�Q�F�H����
“Crow Island Revisited,” was held June 2, 1955, with participants 
including editors of architectural and educational journals, the district 
superintendent, the school’s principal and several teachers, and the 
architects--Eero Saarinen, Larry Perkins and Phil Will. This was followed 
by an article in the October, 1955, Architectural Forum; it assessed and 
illustrated the changes, comparing features in the 1940 school with those 
in the addition.

High praise was lavished on the original school at both the conference 
�D�Q�G���L�Q���W�K�H���D�U�W�L�F�O�H�����E�X�W���P�D�Q�\���V�X�E�V�W�D�Q�W�L�D�O���G�L�•�H�U�H�Q�F�H�V���Z�H�U�H���Q�R�W���Q�H�F�H�V�V�D�U�L�O�\��
greeted with enthusiasm. In the introduction, the Architectural Forum 
article states that the assessment began “with a revisit to the most 
�L�Q�Á�X�H�Q�W�L�D�O���V�F�K�R�R�O���R�I���P�R�G�H�U�Q���W�L�P�H�V�����&�U�R�Z���,�V�O�D�Q�G���L�Q���:�L�Q�Q�H�W�N�D�����,�O�O�������W�K�H��
1940 school that marks the dividing line between the old-time elementary 
schools and the new.”70 Then begins the critique. Sun and sky glare 
were a problem in the original building, but there were drapes and 
later blinds, and the school was built at a time when visual aids were 
not used extensively.71 To remedy this problem, Perkins &Will designed 
the classrooms with deep roof overhangs. Architecturally, this was a 
successful unifying factor and helped with sky glare, but did not eliminate 
�V�X�Q���J�O�D�U�H�����7�K�H���U�H�F�H�V�V�H�G���O�L�J�K�W�L�Q�J���Z�D�V���U�H�S�O�D�F�H�G���E�\���Á�X�R�U�H�V�F�H�Q�W���O�L�J�K�W�V����
�7�K�H���R�S�L�Q�L�R�Q���Z�D�V���Y�R�L�F�H�G���W�K�D�W���´�W�K�H�\���J�L�Y�H���D���X�Q�L�I�R�U�P���O�L�J�K�W���D�W���V�D�F�U�L�À�F�H���W�R��
atmosphere”; the custodian found them to be “dust catchers. 72 Instead 
of a heat-ventilator in the ceiling (which saved space but caused gusts), 
window units were installed on the sills. These alleviated the gusting 
problem but removed the sill space, which teachers and children used for 
plants and displays. The article praised the cooperative feelings generated 
by groups who used the corner window seats and the comfortable 
height for the older students, though notes that the higher seats “detract 
somewhat from the indoor-outdoor space more emphasized in the older 
wing.” 73  Incorporating work areas in the self-contained classrooms was 
noted as “still among nicest examples of class-project space in existence.”74   
There is a bathroom at the far end of each workroom, as in the original 
building, but there is no closet, and the bathroom entrance is oriented to 
provide greater privacy.

The Architectural Forum article discusses the corridor lounges and the 
hallways. Perkins & Will created a second area that is comparable to 

70 “Schools: a look backward and forward.” Architectural Forum, October, 1955. 
71 In “Crow Island revisited:, head custodian, Ben Helke, noted that they liked the draperies but a�er 7-8 years they deterio-
rated from sun rot and were replaced by Venetian blinds, which was a mistake. No draperies remain.
72 Architectural Forum, October, 1955. 
73 Ibid.
74 Ibid.

Corridor/Activities area in the 1954 
addition (Winnetka Public Schools 
Archives)

�����������D�G�G�L�W�L�R�Q���Z�R�U�N�U�R�R�P�����F�D��������������
(Winnetka Public Schools Archives)
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�W�K�H���I�R�\�H�U���O�R�E�E�\���L�Q���W�K�H���R�U�L�J�L�Q�D�O���V�F�K�R�R�O�����\�H�W���L�W���L�V���O�D�L�G���R�X�W���G�L�•�H�U�H�Q�W�O�\�����,�Q��
the original space, slender vertical supports hint at a sense of enclosure. 
The common space in the new wing is divided into two areas by a 
�I�U�H�H�V�W�D�Q�G�L�Q�J���À�U�H�S�O�D�F�H���W�K�D�W���K�D�V���D���K�H�D�U�W�K���R�Q���R�Q�H���V�L�G�H���D�Q�G���N�L�W�F�K�H�Q���D�S�S�O�L�D�Q�F�H�V��
on the other. 

However critical the architectural assessment of Crow Island’s addition 
was in the 1955 Architectural Forum, the article is eloquent in its praise for 
the school. It noted that “in 1955 Crow Island appears, if anything, more 
�V�L�J�Q�L�À�F�D�Q�W���W�K�D�Q���L�W���G�L�G���������\�H�D�U�V���D�J�R�����������W�K�H���P�R�V�W���H�[�F�L�W�L�Q�J���W�K�L�Q�J���D�E�R�X�W���&�U�R�Z��
Island in 1955 is the lessons it can still teach. Mainly these are lessons 
in atmosphere, compounded partly of scale, partly of materials, partly 
of detailing, infused with a loving patient perfection, inspirited by the 
civilized, humanizing values of calmness and warmth.” 75 

In 1965, �$�P�H�U�L�F�D�Q���6�F�K�R�R�O���	���8�Q�L�Y�H�U�V�L�W�\�����7�K�H���0�D�J�D�]�L�Q�H���R�I���3�O�D�Q�W���3�O�D�Q�Q�L�Q�J���D�Q�G��
Purchasing discussed “Crow Island School - After 25 Years.”  It had similar 
�S�U�D�L�V�H���I�R�U���W�K�H���V�F�K�R�R�O�·�V���D�U�F�K�L�W�H�F�W�X�U�D�O���D�Q�G���H�G�X�F�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���V�L�J�Q�L�À�F�D�Q�F�H����

�$�V���&�U�R�Z���,�V�O�D�Q�G���6�F�K�R�R�O���L�Q���:�L�Q�Q�H�W�N�D�����,�O�O�L�Q�R�L�V�����P�D�U�N�V���W�Z�H�Q�W�\���À�Y�H���\�H�D�U�V��
of use, it is living proof of how well its spirit has endured for its own 
generation and for those yet to come. The inspiration of the building’s 
creators--the educators and architects who gave many hours of 
penetrating thought and analysis to discover what this school should be-
-brought forth a school in the year 1940 that was advanced in educational 
concept, and so it remains today.76

Crow Island began to evolve immediately after it opened. As early as 1942, 
the Winnetka Children’s Museum was created on the lower level of the 
school. It was organized and directed by Frances Presler, who also created 
the school’s Pioneer Room.  It featured exhibits with accompanying 
museum games, worktables and items available to circulate in the school 
rooms; all public and private schools were invited to make use of the 
museum.77 It is believed that the museum remained downstairs until 1974, 
when the school library was moved to the lower level and re-visioned as 
the Resource Center. At that point the museum moved upstairs into the 
space formerly used by the library. The museum cases were moved back 
downstairs sometime in the early 1990s, when the space was needed for 
use as a music room.78 

The Resource Center opened in 1974 at one end of the school’s lower 
level, in an area that had been used for a woodworking and crafts center 
as well as for the museum and storage. Perkins & Will (today Perkins 
+ Will) were hired for the reconstruction of the area under the direction 
of William Brubaker. The special equipment designers were Curtis and 
Smith Associates from Massachusetts.  The Resource Center houses books 
but also serves as a center for activities and equipment that enriches 
accomplishments in the classroom. Immediately after it was completed, 
75 Architectural Forum, October, 1955.
76 �$�P�H�U�L�F�D�Q���6�F�K�R�R�O���	���8�Q�L�Y�H�U�V�L�W�\�����7�K�H���0�D�J�D�]�L�Q�H���R�I���3�O�D�Q�W���3�O�D�Q�Q�L�Q�J���D�Q�G���3�X�U�F�K�D�V�L�Q�J discussed  “Crow Island School - A�er 
25 Years.” Vol. 37. February, 1965. 
77  “Winnetka Children’s Museum is Set Up at Crow Island School” Winnetka Talk, November 19, 1942.
78 Beth Hebert. E-mail to Susan Benjamin dated February 7, 2016.

February 1965 article in American 
School and University, “Crow Island 
School - After 25 Years”
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the Resource Center was awarded a citation for excellence of design by the 
Illinois School Board Association and the American Association for School 
Administration. 79 

Publications and Awards
Crow Island School has, over the years, been extensively published and 
received many awards. In May, 1943, (during World War II) �/�R�R�N���0�D�J�D�]�L�Q�H 
published an article titled “The School of Tomorrow: Sunlit, streamlined 
and unregimented, it is the seed bed of democracy, indispensable to 
winning the Peace.”80 Crow Island was featured in a Museum of Modern 
�$�U�W���À�I�W�L�H�W�K���D�Q�Q�L�Y�H�U�V�D�U�\���H�[�K�L�E�L�W�L�R�Q���W�L�W�O�H�G����Art in Progress that opened May 
24 and ran until October 22, 1944. Photographs of the building were 
included in the architecture portion of the show, labeled Built in U.S.A.: 
1932-44. The 128-page book that accompanied the architectural exhibit 
included 47 buildings selected as “outstanding examples of Contemporary 
American architecture.” 81  Various types of buildings designed by 
architects including Frank Lloyd Wright, Walter Gropius, Marcel Breuer, 
Edward Durrell Stone, Albert Kahn, Philip Johnson, George Howe and 
William Lescaze, Richard Neutra, and Skidmore, Owings & Merrill were 
also featured.82 

�,�Q���������������&�U�R�Z���,�V�O�D�Q�G���Z�D�V���V�H�O�H�F�W�H�G���E�\���À�I�W�\���D�U�F�K�L�W�H�F�W�V���D�Q�G���V�F�K�R�O�D�U�V���D�V�������W�K��
among all buildings and 1st among all schools in an Architectural Record 
�S�R�O�O���W�R���Q�D�P�H���W�K�H���´�P�R�V�W���V�L�J�Q�L�À�F�D�Q�W���E�X�L�O�G�L�Q�J�V���L�Q���W�K�H���S�D�V�W�����������\�H�D�U�V���R�I��
architecture in America.” 83

In 1965, Crow Island was selected by the American Institute of Architects 
for its coveted 25 year award. The Citation, dated June 21, 1971, states 
“A landmark in design for educators which demonstrates that an 
inspired educational philosophy can be translated into an architecture of 
continuing functions and beauty...In recognition of the vision and foresight 
of an enlightened client, the Winnetka, Illinois, Board of Education and 
Superintendent of Schools Carleton Washburne, and their architects 
Perkins, Wheeler & Will and Eliel and Eero Saarinen, the Institute honors a 
project that remains as visible today as when it was built.” 84

In 1989, Crow Island was listed in the National Register of Historic Places. 
A year later, it was elevated to the status of National Historic Landmark. 
�1�+�/�·�V�����D�V���W�K�H�\���D�U�H���J�H�Q�H�U�D�O�O�\���F�D�O�O�H�G�����D�U�H���Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O�O�\���V�L�J�Q�L�À�F�D�Q�W���K�L�V�W�R�U�L�F��
places designated by the Secretary of the Interior as possessing exceptional 
value or quality in illustrating or interpreting the heritage of the United 
States. There are currently just over 2,500 historic places that bear this 

79 �e information on the Resource Center is from Carbol, “�e Resource Center”.
80 “�e School of Tomorrow: Sunlit, streamlined and unregimented, it is the seed bed of democracy, indispensable to win-
ning the Peace,” �/�R�R�N���0�D�J�D�]�L�Q�H����May, 1943. �is article picked Crow Island as the kind of school geared to the millions of children who 
would be educated in the postwar world.
81 Philip L. Goodwin, “Preface,” Built in U.S.A.: 1932-1944. Edited by Elizabeth Mock. New York: �e Museum of Modern 
Art, 1944. Pp. 6-8.
82 Ibid.
83 Architectural Record, September 1956, 238. It is also important to note that the �rm of Perkins & Will went on to special-
ize in school architecture and designed hundreds of school buildings worldwide as a result of the successful design at Crow Island.
84 “�e American Institute of Architects Citation”. Copy in the collection of the Winnetka Historical Society.

�7�K�H���:�L�Q�Q�H�W�N�D���&�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q�¶�V���0�X�V�H�X�P��
on the lower level (Winnetka Public 
Schools Archives)

�$�[�R�Q�R�P�H�W�U�L�F���G�U�D�Z�L�Q�J���R�I���W�K�H������������
Resource Center addition (Winnetka 
Public Schools Archives)
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national distinction. 85 By comparison, there are 90,000 places listed in the 
National Register.86

�&�U�R�Z���,�V�O�D�Q�G���6�F�K�R�R�O���V�W�D�Q�G�V���W�K�H���W�H�V�W���R�I���W�L�P�H�������)�R�U�P�H�U���V�W�X�G�H�Q�W�V���D�Q�G���V�W�D�•��
celebrate reunions. Educators continue to study its role in the evolution 
of progressive education. And architects lavish praise on the school’s 
�E�H�D�X�W�L�I�X�O���G�H�V�L�J�Q���D�Q�G���Z�R�U�O�G���Z�L�G�H���L�Q�Á�X�H�Q�F�H�����$�U�W�K�X�U���5�R�W�K�·�V���E�R�R�N����The New 
School, published in English, German and French, focuses on Modern 
schools worldwide. His fourth edition, published in 1966, includes photos 
and material on 37 schools. Ten are located in the United States. The 
earliest American school featured is Crow Island. 

In 2015, Crow Island School celebrated its 75th Anniversary. It was a gala 
event, with teachers, former students, and administrators coming from 
all over the world to enjoy each other, reminisce and join the thousands 
of educators, architects, historians and fellow graduates who value this 
“beloved icon of progressive school design.” 87

85 “National Historic Landmark”.  http://www.nps.gov/nhl/
86 “National Register of Historic Places.” http://www.nps.gov/nr/research/
87 Zach Mortice. “Why Don’t All Schools Look Like �is One?” The Atlantic Citylab. October 9, 2015. http://www.citylab.
com/design/2015/10/why-dont-all-schools-look-like-this-one/408886/

�1�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���+�L�V�W�R�U�L�F���/�D�Q�G�P�D�U�N���3�O�D�T�X�H���D�W��
entrance (BHC)
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National Register of Historic Places Registration Form, later 
submitted as the National Historic Landmark Nomination 
Form

Appendix B.  
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A Selection of Articles and Documents about Crow Island 
School: 

Appendix C.  

1940 Winnetka Board of Education. 1939-40 
Annual Report. Winnetka Public Schools 
Archives.  

1941 Hudnut, Joseph.  “Comment on Crow 
Island School, Winnetka, Ill.” Architectural 
Forum, Aug. 1941; Vol. 75:2, p. 79-91.

1944 Museum of Modern Art (New York, N.Y.), 
and Elizabeth B. Kassler. 1944. Built in USA: 
1932-1944. New York: Museum of Modern 
Art, p. 74-75.

1955 “Schools: A look backward and forward.” 
Architectural Forum, Vol. 103, October, 1955, 
p. 129-155.

1965 “Crow Island School - After 25 Years,” 
American School & University. Vol 37:6, 
February, 1965.

1989 Clarke, Jane, “Philosophy in Brick,” Inland 
Architect, November/December 1989, pp, 
54-59.

1991 Carbol, Betty Williams, Still A Special 
�3�O�D�F�H�����$���+�L�V�W�R�U�\���R�I���&�U�R�Z���,�V�O�D�Q�G���6�F�K�R�R�O, 
Winnetka, Illinois. Evanston, IL:  Advanced 
Reproductions. 1991.

1991 Pick, Grant, “A School Fit for Children,” 
Chicago Reader, Vol. 20, No. 21, Friday, 
March 1, 1991, Section 1, 12, 22-24.   
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1939-40 ANNUAL REPORT
Winnetka Board of Education, 1939-1940 Annual Report. Winnetka, Illinois: Board of Education. 
Winnetka Public Schools Archives. 1940.
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1941 ARCHITECTURAL FORUM
Hudnut, Joseph. “Comment on Crow Island School, Winnetka, Ill.” Architectural Forum, Aug. 1941; Vol. 
75:2, P. 83, 85, 89, 91.
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1944 BUILT IN USA:  1932-1944
Museum of Modern Art (New York, N.Y.), and Elizabeth B. Kassler. 1944. Built in USA 1932-1944. 
New York: Museum of Modern Art.
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1955 ARCHITECTURAL FORUM
“Schools: A look backward and forward.” Architectural Forum, Vol. 103, October, 1955, p. 129-155.
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1965 AMERICAN SCHOOL & UNIVERSITY
“Crow Island School - After 25 Years,” American School & University. Vol 37:6, Reprint, February, 1965.
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1989 INLAND ARCHITECT
Clarke, Jane, “Philosophy in Brick,” Inland Architect, November/December 1989, pp. 54-59.
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1991 STILL A SPECIAL PLACE: A HISTORY OF CROW 
ISLAND SCHOOL, WINNETKA, ILLINOIS
Carbol, Betty Williams, �6�W�L�O�O���D���V�S�H�F�L�D�O���S�O�D�F�H�����D���K�L�V�W�R�U�\���R�I���&�U�R�Z���,�V�O�D�Q�G���6�F�K�R�R�O�����:�L�Q�Q�H�W�N�D�����,�O�O�L�Q�R�L�V. Evanston, IL:  Advanced 
Reproductions.

In 1980, for the 40th Anniversary of Crow Island School,  Betty Williams Carbol wrote �7�K�H���P�D�N�L�Q�J���R�I���D���V�S�H�F�L�D�O���S�O�D�F�H������
�D���K�L�V�W�R�U�\���R�I���&�U�R�Z���,�V�O�D�Q�G���6�F�K�R�R�O�����:�L�Q�Q�H�W�N�D�����,�O�O�L�Q�R�L�V��  For the 50th anniversary she published Still a special place: a history 
�R�I���&�U�R�Z���,�V�O�D�Q�G���6�F�K�R�R�O�����:�L�Q�Q�H�W�N�D�����,�O�O�L�Q�R�L�V�� a revised document that included updated and new information that had 
�E�H�H�Q���G�L�V�F�R�Y�H�U�H�G���L�Q���W�K�H���W�H�Q���\�H�D�U�V���V�L�Q�F�H���W�K�H���À�U�V�W���S�X�E�O�L�F�D�W�L�R�Q�����%�H�W�W�\���&�D�U�E�R�O���Z�D�V���D���V�W�X�G�H�Q�W���D�W���&�U�R�Z���,�V�O�D�Q�G���V�F�K�R�R�O�����W�K�H��
art teacher for over thirty years and currently manages the Crow Island School Collection within the Winnetka 
Public Schools Archives. .
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1991 A SCHOOL FIT FOR CHILDREN
Pick, Grant. “A School Fit For Children,” Chicago Reader, Vol. 20, No. 21, Friday, March 1, 1991. 
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Appendix E.  
Landscape Interview, Land Design Collaborative, Inc., 
September 4, 2015

�-�R�K�Q���0�F�)�D�G�]�H�D�Q���������������������������D�Q�G���5�R�E�H�U�W���(�Y�H�U�O�\���������������������������I�R�X�Q�G�H�G���W�K�H���O�D�Q�G�V�F�D�S�H���À�U�P���0�F�)�D�G�]�H�D�Q���	���(�Y�H�U�O�\��
�L�Q�������������D�Q�G���Z�H�Q�W���R�Q���W�R���G�H�V�L�J�Q���W�K�H���O�D�Q�G�V�F�D�S�H���D�W���&�U�R�Z���,�V�O�D�Q�G���6�F�K�R�R�O���L�Q���������������7�K�H�L�U���V�X�F�F�H�V�V�I�X�O���O�D�Q�G�V�F�D�S�H���À�U�P��
was acquired in 1990 by Land Design Collaborative. This interview was conducted by Daniel Euer of Benjamin 
�+�L�V�W�R�U�L�F���&�H�U�W�L�À�F�D�W�L�R�Q�V�����/�/�&�����Z�L�W�K���-�L�P���*�D�P�E�O�H�����S�U�L�Q�F�L�S�D�O���R�I���/�D�Q�G���'�H�V�L�J�Q���&�R�O�O�D�E�R�U�D�W�L�Y�H���Z�L�W�K���U�H�Y�L�H�Z���E�\���%�U�X�F�H��
Everly, Robert Everly’s son.

Answers by Jim Gamble with review & comment by Bruce Everly
September 4, 2015

1. Firm information:

a. �:�K�H�Q���W�K�H���¿�U�P���R�I���0�F�)�D�G�]�H�D�Q���(�Y�H�U�O�\���Z�D�V���R�I�¿�F�L�D�O�O�\���H�V�W�D�E�O�L�V�K�H�G�"��

In 1935 when Robert Everly Director of Glencoe Park District went into partnership with 
John McFadzean, Superintendent of Glencoe School District and William E. Rose a landscape 
architect.  They were the McFadzean, Everly, Rose partnership.  Rose left after about 2 years.

b. �:�K�D�W���Z�H�U�H���H�D�F�K���-�R�K�Q���0�F�)�D�G�]�H�D�Q���	���5�R�E�H�U�W���(�Y�H�U�O�\�¶�V���W�L�W�O�H�V���S�R�V�L�W�L�R�Q�V���L�Q���W�K�H���¿�U�P�"�� 

�3�D�U�W�Q�H�U�V�����,���Z�R�X�O�G���D�V�V�X�P�H���W�K�D�W���%�R�E���(�Y�H�U�O�\���Z�D�V���W�K�H���O�H�D�G�H�U���L�Q���G�H�V�L�J�Q�����P�D�U�N�H�W�L�Q�J�����D�Q�G���R�I�¿�F�H��
�P�D�Q�D�J�H�P�H�Q�W�����7�K�H���¿�U�P���W�K�U�L�Y�H�G���X�Q�G�H�U���%�R�E�¶�V���O�H�D�G�H�U�V�K�L�S���D�I�W�H�U���0�F�)�D�G�]�H�D�Q���O�H�I�W������

c. �'�L�G���-�R�K�Q���0�F�)�D�G�]�H�D�Q���	���5�R�E�H�U�W���(�Y�H�U�O�\���Z�R�U�N���W�R�J�H�W�K�H�U���S�U�L�R�U���W�R���I�R�U�P�D�O�O�\���H�V�W�D�E�O�L�V�K�L�Q�J���W�K�H�L�U��
�¿�U�P�"���$�Q�G���L�I���\�H�V�����I�R�U���K�R�Z���O�R�Q�J�"  

Yes, each in their own positions Robert Everly Director of Glencoe Park District and John 
McFadzean, Superintendent of Glencoe School District -- which they retained after forming the 
�¿�U�P��

d. �:�K�D�W���R�W�K�H�U���Q�D�P�H�V���G�L�G���W�K�H���¿�U�P���J�R���E�\���D�Q�G���I�R�U���K�R�Z���O�R�Q�J�"  

�$�O�V�R���K�D�G���D���¿�U�P���W�K�D�W���S�U�D�F�W�L�F�H�G���L�Q���&�D�Q�D�G�D���Q�D�P�H�G���0�F�)�D�G�]�H�D�Q���(�Y�H�U�O�\���/�L�P�L�W�H�G��

e. �:�D�V���W�K�H���¿�U�P���V�R�O�H�O�\���D���O�D�Q�G�V�F�D�S�H���D�U�F�K�L�W�H�F�W�X�U�H���¿�U�P�����R�U���G�L�G���W�K�H�\���D�O�V�R���J�H�W���L�Q�Y�R�O�Y�H�G���L�Q��
�D�U�F�K�L�W�H�F�W�X�U�H���D�Q�G���H�Q�J�L�Q�H�H�U�L�Q�J�"�����,���R�Q�O�\���D�V�N���E�H�F�D�X�V�H���,���I�R�X�Q�G���U�H�I�H�U�H�Q�F�H���W�R���D�U�F�K�L�W�H�F�W�V���D�W���W�K�H��
�¿�U�P������

In those days lines were blurred between the professions, Bob Everly was licensed as an 
engineer, however, he also considered himself a landscape architect.  But landscape architects 
were also engaged as planners, ecologists, botanists, civil engineers (planners split off in 1910 
�X�Q�G�H�U���2�O�P�V�W�H�G�¶�V���V�R�Q���,���E�H�O�L�H�Y�H���������0���	���(���K�D�G���D�U�F�K�L�W�H�F�W�X�U�H���L�Q���K�R�X�V�H���D�Q�G���G�L�G���G�H�V�L�J�Q���R�I���U�H�F�U�H�D�W�L�R�Q��
buildings like pools and small recreation centers, park buildings and zoo exhibit buildings, often 
partnering with architects.  We have much more data on their history -- enough for a separate 
article.

f. �:�K�H�Q���Z�D�V���W�K�H���¿�U�P���D�F�T�X�L�U�H�G���E�\���/�D�Q�G���'�H�V�L�J�Q���&�R�O�O�D�E�R�U�D�W�L�Y�H�"�� 

February 6, 1990.
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2. �'�R���\�R�X���K�D�Y�H���E�L�R�J�U�D�S�K�L�H�V���R�I���H�D�F�K���-�R�K�Q���0�F�)�D�G�]�H�D�Q���D�Q�G���5�R�E�H�U�W���(�Y�H�U�O�\�"��

 There is a biography of Robert Everly by Bruce Everly and Angela Gamble available through the 
�¿�U�P����

3. �)�L�U�P�¶�V���Z�R�U�N���S�K�L�O�R�V�R�S�K�\���� 

a. �:�K�D�W���Z�D�V���W�K�H���¿�U�P�¶�V���S�K�L�O�R�V�R�S�K�\�"�� 

 Mr. Everly was advocate of preservation of open space for parks.  In the early days of 
�*�O�H�Q�F�R�H�¶�V���G�H�Y�H�O�R�S�P�H�Q�W�����K�H���H�Q�F�R�X�U�D�J�H�G���W�K�H���*�O�H�Q�F�R�H���3�O�D�Q���F�R�P�P�L�V�V�L�R�Q���W�R���U�H�T�X�L�U�H���G�H�Y�H�O�R�S�H�U�V��
�W�R���F�R�Q�W�U�L�E�X�W�H���O�D�Q�G���I�R�U���S�D�U�N�V���L�Q���W�K�H�L�U���G�H�Y�H�O�R�S�P�H�Q�W�V�������7�K�H���¿�U�P���L�Q�L�W�L�D�W�H�G���W�K�H���S�U�L�Q�F�L�S�O�H���R�I���M�R�L�Q�W���X�V�H��
of parks and school yards, hence the “Park/School ” concept.

b. �'�L�G���W�K�H���¿�U�P���K�D�Y�H���D���V�S�H�F�L�D�O�W�\�"  

 Parks, Zoological Gardens.

c. �'�L�G���W�K�H���¿�U�P���L�Q�À�X�H�Q�F�H���O�D�Q�G�V�F�D�S�H���D�U�F�K�L�W�H�F�W�X�U�H���L�Q���D�Q�\���Z�D�\�����L���H�����]�R�R���G�H�V�L�J�Q�"���3�D�U�N���V�F�K�R�R�O��
�F�R�Q�F�H�S�W�"�����,�I���V�R�����K�R�Z�"�� 

�� �3�D�U�N���6�F�K�R�R�O���F�R�Q�F�H�S�W���I�R�U���M�R�L�Q�W���X�V�H���R�I���O�D�Q�G���Z�K�H�U�H���V�F�K�R�R�O�¶�V���R�S�H�Q���V�S�D�F�H���D�Q�G���S�O�D�\���I�D�F�L�O�L�W�L�H�V���D�O�V�R��
served the park district purposes; 

 Zoological gardens as natural habitats, animals in natural surroundings not cages, where 
people were subordinate to the animals. Predator/prey exhibit design concepts where species 
�Z�H�U�H���L�Q���Y�L�H�Z���R�I���H�D�F�K���R�W�K�H�U���L�Q���U�H�O�D�W�L�R�Q�V�K�L�S�V���I�R�X�Q�G���L�Q���W�K�H���Z�L�O�G�������=�R�R�¶�V���D�V���%�R�W�D�Q�L�F�D�O���J�D�U�G�H�Q�V��
�U�H�S�U�H�V�H�Q�W�L�Q�J���F�K�D�U�D�F�W�H�U���R�I���S�O�D�Q�W�V���I�U�R�P���W�K�H���D�Q�L�P�D�O�¶�V���Q�D�W�X�U�D�O���K�D�E�L�W�D�W��

d. �'�L�G���W�K�H���¿�U�P���W�\�S�L�F�D�O�O�\���Z�R�U�N���F�O�R�V�H�O�\���Z�L�W�K���W�K�H���D�U�F�K�L�W�H�F�W�V���R�I���D���S�U�R�M�H�F�W�"���'�R���\�R�X���K�D�Y�H���D�Q�\��
�L�Q�I�R�U�P�D�W�L�R�Q���D�E�R�X�W���K�R�Z���F�O�R�V�H�O�\���W�K�H�\���Z�R�U�N�H�G���Z�L�W�K���W�K�H���D�U�F�K�L�W�H�F�W�V���D�W���&�U�R�Z���,�V�O�D�Q�G���6�F�K�R�R�O���L�Q��
�G�H�Y�H�O�R�S�L�Q�J���W�K�H���O�D�Q�G�V�F�D�S�H���S�O�D�Q�V�" 

�� �,���N�Q�R�Z���/�D�U�U�\���3�H�U�N�L�Q�V�����V�R�Q���R�I���'�Z�L�J�K�W���3�H�U�N�L�Q�V���D�Q�G���9�3���R�U���3�U�H�V�L�G�H�Q�W���R�I���3�H�U�N�L�Q�V���D�Q�G���:�L�O�O����
�G�H�V�L�J�Q�H�G���W�K�H���&�U�R�Z���,�V�O�D�Q�G���6�F�K�R�R�O�������%�R�E���(�Y�H�U�O�\���,���E�H�O�L�H�Y�H���N�Q�H�Z���/�D�U�U�\���3�����D�Q�G���Z�R�U�N�H�G���Z�L�W�K���K�L�P��
�R�Q���R�W�K�H�U���V�F�K�R�R�O���S�U�R�M�H�F�W�V��

e. �:�K�D�W���R�W�K�H�U���D�U�F�K�L�W�H�F�W�V���¿�U�P�V���G�L�G���0�F�)�D�G�]�H�D�Q���(�Y�H�U�O�\���F�R�Q�V�X�O�W���Z�L�W�K�"����

 MANY where they did zoos especially!

f. �'�R���\�R�X���K�D�Y�H���D�Q�\���L�Q�I�R�U�P�D�W�L�R�Q���R�Q���K�R�Z���W�K�H�\���P�D�\���K�D�Y�H���E�H�F�R�P�H���L�Q�Y�R�O�Y�H�G���L�Q���W�K�H���&�U�R�Z��
�,�V�O�D�Q�G���6�F�K�R�R�O���S�U�R�M�H�F�W�"���:�K�D�W���R�W�K�H�U���U�H�O�D�W�L�R�Q�V�K�L�S�V���R�U���F�R�Q�Q�H�F�W�L�R�Q�V���W�K�H�\���P�D�\���K�D�Y�H���K�D�G���W�K�D�W��
�K�H�O�S�H�G���W�K�H�P���J�H�W���Z�R�U�N�"�� 

�� �6�H�H���D�E�R�Y�H�����,���K�D�Y�H���Q�R���R�W�K�H�U���V�S�H�F�L�¿�F���L�Q�I�R���R�Q���W�K�L�V��

g. �'�L�G���W�K�H�\���G�H�V�L�J�Q���O�D�Q�G�V�F�D�S�H�V���I�R�U���D�Q�\���R�W�K�H�U���V�F�K�R�R�O�V���E�H�I�R�U�H���R�U���D�I�W�H�U���&�U�R�Z���,�V�O�D�Q�G�"��

�� �<�(�6���0�$�1�<���W�K�U�R�X�J�K�R�X�W���W�K�H���F�R�X�Q�W�U�\�����H�V�S�H�F�L�D�O�O�\���L�Q���&�K�L�F�D�J�R���D�Q�G���V�X�U�U�R�X�Q�G�L�Q�J���F�R�P�P�X�Q�L�W�L�H�V��

h. �:�D�V���W�K�H���3�D�U�N���6�F�K�R�R�O���F�R�Q�F�H�S�W���D�O�U�H�D�G�\���G�H�Y�H�O�R�S�H�G���D�W���W�K�L�V���S�R�L�Q�W�"���2�U���Z�D�V���W�K�L�V���D���Q�H�Z���L�G�H�D�"��

 No not previous idea, it was their new idea, 1935 park/school concept was integrated in 
�I�R�U�P�D�W�L�R�Q���R�I���0�	�(���W�K�L�V���L�G�H�D���Z�D�V���G�H�Y�H�O�R�S�H�G���E�\���W�K�H�P���S�U�L�R�U���W�R���I�R�U�P�L�Q�J���W�K�H�L�U���¿�U�P��
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4. �'�R���\�R�X���K�D�Y�H���D�Q���R�S�L�Q�L�R�Q���R�U���D�Q�\���W�K�R�X�J�K�W�V���R�Q���K�R�Z���W�K�H���O�D�Q�G�V�F�D�S�H���G�H�V�L�J�Q���I�R�U���&�U�R�Z���,�V�O�D�Q�G��
�6�F�K�R�R�O���¿�W�V���L�Q���Z�L�W�K���W�K�H���¿�U�P�¶�V���R�Y�H�U�D�O�O���E�R�G�\���R�I���Z�R�U�N�"

 I believe this is an example of collaborative philosophy if not personal involvement of world 
�F�O�D�V�V���G�H�V�L�J�Q�H�U�V�����(�O�L�H�O���D�Q�G���(�H�U�R���6�D�D�U�L�Q�H�Q�����-�H�Q�V���-�H�Q�V�H�Q�����/�D�U�U�\���3�H�U�N�L�Q�V�����%�R�E���(�Y�H�U�O�\���Z�H�U�H���S�D�U�W���R�I���W�K�D�W��
�H�U�D���R�I���G�H�V�L�J�Q�������,���D�V�V�X�P�H���/�D�U�U�\���3�H�U�N�L�Q�V�����R�I���3�H�U�N�L�Q�V���D�Q�G���:�L�O�O���D�Q�G���W�K�H���&�U�R�Z���,�V�O�D�Q�G���$�U�F�K�L�W�H�F�W�����Z�K�R��
�K�D�G���I�R�Q�G�Q�H�V�V���I�R�U���V�F�K�R�R�O�V�����K�D�G���W�R���N�Q�R�Z���%�R�E���(�Y�H�U�O�\�¶�V���¿�U�P���D�Q�G���K�L�V���S�D�U�N���V�F�K�R�R�O���S�K�L�O�R�V�R�S�K�\���I�U�R�P��
�*�O�H�Q�F�R�H�����/�D�U�U�\���D�O�V�R���N�Q�H�Z���-�H�Q�V�H�Q���D�Q�G���Z�D�V���L�Q�À�X�H�Q�F�H�G���L�Q���K�L�V���F�U�H�D�W�L�R�Q���R�I���W�K�L�V���D�P�D�]�L�Q�J���V�F�K�R�R�O�������)�R�U��
�H�[�D�P�S�O�H�����H�D�F�K���F�O�D�V�V���U�R�R�P���K�D�V���D���V�P�D�O�O���R�X�W�V�L�G�H���J�D�U�G�H�Q���V�S�D�F�H�������/�D�U�U�\���S�R�L�Q�W�H�G���W�K�H�V�H���R�X�W���W�R���P�H���R�Q��
�V�L�W�H���S�H�U�V�R�Q�D�O�O�\���Z�L�W�K���J�U�H�D�W���S�U�L�G�H�����W�K�H���V�F�K�R�R�O���J�U�R�X�Q�G�V���W�U�D�Q�V�L�W�L�R�Q���W�R���Q�D�W�X�U�D�O���O�D�Q�G�V�F�D�S�H�V�����W�K�H���E�X�L�O�G�L�Q�J��
itself is very prairie in scale and character.  An obvious connection between Bob Everly and 
�/�D�U�U�\���3�H�U�N�L�Q�V���Z�R�X�O�G���E�H���W�K�H�L�U���L�Q�W�H�U�H�V�W���L�Q���V�F�K�R�R�O�V�����S�O�D�\���J�U�R�X�Q�G�V���D�Q�G���-�H�Q�V���-�H�Q�V�H�Q�������,���G�R���Q�R�W���N�Q�R�Z��
the details of the landscape design and who chose the playground design and pieces.  Knowing 
the “Jungle Gym” on site is an original, my guess is the playground may have been heavily 
�L�Q�À�X�H�Q�F�H�G���E�\���0���	���(���D�Q�G���W�K�H���J�H�Q�H�U�D�O���O�D�Q�G�V�F�D�S�H���D�V���Z�H�O�O�������)�R�U���H�[�D�P�S�O�H�����%�R�E���(�Y�H�U�O�\���K�D�G���G�H�Y�H�O�R�S�H�G��
�W�K�H���¿�U�V�W���³�V�O�L�Q�J���V�Z�L�Q�J���V�H�D�W�´���I�U�R�P���*�O�H�Q�F�R�H���¿�U�H���K�R�V�H�V���I�R�U���*�O�H�Q�F�R�H���S�D�U�N�V�����D�V���Z�H�O�O���D�V���X�V�H�G���W�D�Q���E�D�U�N���L�Q��
play grounds, and made spring animals from old Buick car springs for his parks, according to his 
son Bruce Everly.
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Crow Island School Original Furniture: An Inventory 
Prepared by the Crow Island Stewardship Group

Appendix F.  

��
��

 ��
An extensive room-by-room inventory of the furniture was completed by members of the Crow 
Island Stewardship Group in 2016. The purpose of the inventory was to locate all pieces of original 
furniture designed for Crow Island and still housed at the school or in off-site locations. Each piece 
of furniture was photographed, assigned a number, and an identifying tag was affixed to the 
underside. The attached chart lists each piece of furniture by number and includes dimensions, 
condition, and its current location in the school. ��
 ��
We currently have over 100 pieces of original furniture designed by Eero Saarinen for the school. 
All were manufactured by the Illinois Craft Project of the Works Progress Administration (WPA). The 
majority of these pieces are student desks and tables; a few are teacher desks, and a few are molded 
plywood chairs.  In addition, there are two pedestal type desks, with molded plywood seats 
designed by Saarinen, that were manufactured by the Welfare Engineering Company in Waukegan, 
IL.  Many of the tables and desks are located in the classrooms and hallways; the rest of the pieces 
are kept in a lower level storage area. In addition to the classroom furniture, there are pieces of 
Saarinen-designed furniture located in other areas of the school:��

•  Foyer: 2 low round tables; 10 upholstered chairs and an upholstered bench, which  
were fabricated by the Milwaukee Art Project of the W.P.A. (14 additional 
upholstered chairs are currently in storage at the school.) ��

•  Auditorium:   38 molded plywood benches, graduated in size, and scaled for child 
use. They were manufactured by the Illinois Craft Project of the WPA.��

 ��
In addition to the above furniture, significant pieces of historical furniture were crafted by the Illinois 
WPA Craft Project for use in the Pioneer Room located on the lower level of the school. This 
specialized space was imagined and designed by Director of Activities Frances Presler. ��
 
Additional pieces of original Crow Island furniture are housed off-site at:��

•  The Winnetka Historical Society -The WHS has one chair and one student desk on 
permanent exhibit.��

•  The V/S Furniture Museum in Tauberbischofen, Germany 
http://vs.de/schulmuseum/en/��has 8 pieces of Saarinen furniture (4 student chairs; 3 
desks; 1 teacher desk) on permanent loan. The Winnetka Public Schools maintains 
ownership of this furniture, and documentation of the permanent loan is included 
in the archives. ��

Research on Crow Island furniture��
The furniture designed by Eero Saarinen is an important component of the overall child-centered 
design of Crow Island School. Over the years, considerable praise has been expressed by architects 
and design professionals for the careful attention paid to the child-scale, posture-accommodating, 
clean and simple design of the furniture. Superintendent of Schools Carleton Washburne expressed 
his delight with the beauty and functionality of this furniture when it arrived at Crow Island…��
 ��

“ The new furniture has arrived for the Crow Island School. It is stunning. Any Board members who 
have not seen it should get over to the school and look at it. The desks designed by Eero Saarinen on 
the basic structure of the Welfare Engineering Company are the only really good looking school desks 
I have ever seen. I have been struggling for several years with the Welfare Engineering Company to 
take its excellent construction to a first rate artist and designer to make a beautiful desk instead of an 
ugly one. Until we were able to furnish the designer and an order for the equipment, I wasn’t able to 
get this done, but I predict that desks like ours will blossom out all over the country and schoolrooms 
be proportionately beautified…”1��

 ��
����������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
����Carleton Washburne , Winnetka Board of Education Minutes, May/June, 1941.��
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The Hedrich Blessing photo collection at the Chicago History Museum includes extensive images of 
the Crow Island furniture. Some of these images are part of the Winnetka Public Schools Archive. 
Furniture images are also included in the Cranbrook Archives and the Yale University Manuscripts 
and Archives. ��
 ��
On the occasion of the Crow Island 50th anniversary in 1990, Ronald Beckman, then Associate 
Professor of Industrial Design at Cornell University, delivered a paper at the Children, Learning & 
School Design Conference planned in recognition of the school’s anniversary. Beckman’s research 
highlighted the furniture design development of Eero Saarinen and Charles Eames. He noted, 
“…Saarinen and Eames evolved their unique concepts of serial production under the masterful 
direction of Eero’s father, Eliel Saarinen, President of Cranbrook Academy. The elder Saarinen was 
collaborating architect on two projects in 1939, the Crow Island Elementary School in Winnetka, IL 
and Kleinhans Music Hall in Buffalo, NY. These milestone buildings were laboratories for the 
development of ideas that revolutionized modern furniture manufacture and launched the careers of 
two of America’s most creative innovators….” Beckman explained the relationship with the WPA 
“… . the need for modest cost was a powerful constraint in 1939…To reduce the cost of building an 
original line of school chairs, tables, benches and desks, the architects enlisted Chicago’s Work 
Projects Administration (WPA) the federal government’s subsidized arts organization, as 
manufacturer…”2��
��
In 2014 the Stewardship Group embarked on an extensive project to inventory and locate any 
information or documentation about Crow Island School’s original furniture. In our own Winnetka 
Public Schools Archive we were able to locate  ��

•  Invoices and a 1939 “Schedule of Equipment for Southwest School” that lists 
original pieces of furniture planned for Crow Island ��

•  Invoices from F. Eggers Plywood & Veneer Company (Two Rivers, WI) for the 
plywood. ��

•  Welfare Engineering Company brochure including a photo of Crow Island 
classroom with pedestal desks��

•  A 12-page letter (2-9-40) from Carleton Washburne to George Thorpe – State 
Director, Illinois Art Project including  a listing of furnishings planned for Southwest 
School ��

•  Larry Perkins’ letter to Carleton Washburne  (July 19, 1940) itemizing the 
equipment budget:  ��
-WPA furniture – desks, chairs, tables, benches   *primary furniture ��
-Welfare Engineering Company (180 Pedestal type desks)  * intermediate furniture ��
-Auditorium Seating ��

•  School Board minutes (September, 1940) noting a delay in the delivery of the 
furniture. “The Crow Island School was sufficiently near completion to justify 
opening classes in it on the regular opening day of school. We have had to use the 
old furniture temporarily, because the airplane industry took the entire output of 
the Eggers Company that was making the plywood for the seats. Now, however, 
the new furniture is beginning to arrive and it is our hope that by the middle of 
October we can have a formal opening with the furniture completely installed…” ��

 ��
Our inquiries and visits to the following institutions yielded helpful information and generated 
further questions as well.��
 ��
We visited the Burnham Library at the Art Institute of Chicago  to examine that institution’s WPA 
collection to see if there were photos or any other documentation that might give us an idea of how 

����������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
2 Ronald Beckman, Humble Beginnings: Early Furniture of Eero Saarinen and Charles Eames, paper presented at The 
Children, Learning & School Design Conference at Crow Island School, November 16-18, 1990. ��
��



Appendix   A - 175

Crow Island School, Winnetka, Illinois

many pieces were originally produced. With the assistance of the reference librarian and, after 
examining the detailed finding tool for the WPA collection listed by artist, it was clear that there was 
no information about Crow Island and/or Saarinen-designed furniture in that collection.  We learned 
from Mary Woolever, Director (retired) that the Art Institute no longer has any furniture from the 
school.  At one time The Art Institute of Chicago did have a Saarinen chair; however it was de-
accessioned in 1990. No further information was available. ��
 ��
Subsequent to that inquiry we located original documentation from the Art Institute for receipt of “a 
laminated plywood side chair” (February 28, 1972) and “an oak, birch and plywood child’s desk” 
(May 24, 1982).  We will follow -up on the disposition of those pieces.��
 ��
The Stewardship Group contacted and met with Paul Galloway, Collection Specialist, Architecture 
& Design Department of the Museum of Modern Art (MoMA)  in New York. He reported that, 
currently, MoMA has no Crow Island furniture, but he generously shared the contents of their Crow 
Island School photo files. Of interest, Crow Island School was included in a 1942 exhibition at 
MoMA designed by Elizabeth Moch and entitled “Modern Architecture for the Modern Schools.”  
“The exhibition consists of 40 enlargements of the best modern schools for the elementary grades, a scale 
model, and 30 panels with drawings, photographs and explanatory labels which contrast the old and the new 
methods of elementary education and show the contribution modern architecture can make to modern 
education…. Crow Island School, Winnetka, 111, 1940 Eliel & Eero Saarinen; Perkins, Wheeler & Will, 
architects (with scale model of typical classroom unit)”��
 ��
Other helpful information and leads have resulted from correspondence with: ��

•  Melissa Bowling, Associate Archivist at The Metropolitan Museum of Art ; ��
•  Leslie Edwards, Head Archivist at the Cranbrook Center for Collections and Research in 

Bloomfield Hills, MI; and ��
•  Lauren Becker, Kleinhans Music Hall, 75th Anniversary Coordinator in Buffalo, NY.��

 ��
Crow Island furniture included in exhibitions :��
Over the decades, furniture loans have been transacted for exhibitions at the Art Institute of 
Chicago, the Metropolitan Museum of Art in New York, the Museum of Modern Art in New York, 
the Octagon Museum in Washington, D.C. and the Chicago Athenaeum Museum. We continue to 
seek information that either confirms return of the furniture or its current status. ��
 ��
The 1989 The Metropolitan Museum’s exhibition entitled “Design In America: The Cranbrook 
Vision, 1925-1950” included a classroom model.��
 ��
In 1992 the Chicago Athenaeum Museum of Architecture borrowed pieces of Crow Island furniture 
for their exhibition on Saarinen.��
 ��
In 2000, the Octagon Museum of the American Architectural Foundation in Washington D.C. 
included a Saarinen chair and a desk from Crow Island School in their exhibition entitled Structures 
of Our Time: 31 Buildings that Transformed American Life – an exhibition that focused on how 
these architectural masterpieces have affected American culture. ��
 ��
In 2012, a Saarinen-designed chair was loaned to the Museum of Modern Art  (MoMA) exhibition  
entitled “Century of the Child: Growing by Design, 1900-2000” from the Winnetka Historical 
Society. The chair was returned to WHS when the exhibition closed.��
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2004 “Philosophy in Brick Mural,” a permanent exhibition 
on display at Crow Island School documenting the 
construction of Crow Island and its foundation in 
progressive education.  

Appendix G.  
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Why do you think Winnetka 
is well known for its education?

What do you know 
about 
Carleton Washburne?

Samuel Sewall
Greeley School

Hubbard Woods
School

The Skokie
School

Crow Island
School

Carleton Washburne
Junior High School

…And do you know that 
Crow Island School has won
many architectural awards?

The story of this very building, Crow Island School, 
begins years ago, linked to the history of the early 20th century, 

the citizens of a North Shore village dedicated to providing 
excellent education, and a visionary school superintendent. 

Do you know that 
Crow Island School 
was designed to be 
a “dream school” for children and teachers…
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WHAT IS 
PROGRESSIVE EDUCATION?

…Progressive education began as part of a vast humanitarian effort to 
apply the promise of American life—the ideal of government by, of, and 
for the people…

— Lawrence Cremin
American Educator and Historian

Columbia University

Progressive education is always concerned with the WHOLE CHILD—both as 
an individual and as a member of society. It is therefore concerned with

health and…emotional adjustment;

self-fulfillment as a 
unique individual, 
having initiative and 
creativeness;

acquisition of whatever knowledge 
and skill [are needed] for taking…part 
in the world; 

and development as a socially conscious, 
participating citizen of a democracy.

— Carleton Washburne
Superintendent of The Winnetka Public Schools

1919–1943

By the end of the Civil War (1861–1865), 
the United States was experiencing rapid 
industrialization and undergoing the transition 
from an agricultural to an urbanized society. 
Cities such as Chicago tripled in population 
due to the enormous influx of laborers, largely 
European immigrants, who flocked here to 
work in the burgeoning factories. The 
progressive movement was a response to these 
explosive changes. Its leaders campaigned 
against business monopolies, inferior working 
conditions and government corruption, and 
called for economic and social reform.

The mission of the progressive movement was 
to create a society of informed and active 
citizens. Leaders of the movement looked to 
the schools to carry out this mission. Educators 
such as Colonel Francis W. Parker (1837-1902) and 
John Dewey (1859-1952) believed that traditional 
lock-step ways of educating children did not 
promote a democratic society. 

“The only freedom that is of enduring importance 
is freedom of intelligence…the typical traditional 
schoolroom, with its fixed rows of desks and its 
military regimen of pupils who were permitted to 
move only at certain fixed signals, put a great 
restriction upon intellectual and moral freedom.”

— John Dewey
Philosopher and Educator

University of Chicago

A traditional school of the time emphasized 
memorization and did not encourage children 
to think critically. In contrast, progressive 
schools introduced programs that nurtured 
the entire child:



A - 182   Historic Structure Report 2017

Crow Island School, Winnetka, Illinois

�4�O�M���3�A�W�Y�E�R��

�!�R�C�H�I�T�E�C�T�U�R�A�L���2�E�C�O�R�D��

�·

ph
ot

og
ra

ph
er

 u
nk

no
w

n

ph
ot

og
ra

ph
er

 u
nk

no
w

n

ph
ot

og
ra

ph
er

 u
nk

no
w

n

G
or

do
n 

C
os

te
r

EDUCATION IN WINNETKA

Over the next 25 years, Washburne brought 
innovative reforms to the Winnetka schools. 
His application of progressive education 
principles created learning environments that 
“ encourage spontaneity, variation, initiative, 
creative work and independent thinking. ” 
Above all, schooling was to be child-centered 
and based on meaningful experiences, and 
instruction was to be individualized to 
accommodate different learning styles. 

Washburne's tenure as superintendent left an indelible mark on education 
in Winnetka. Among the hallmarks of his administration, Washburne:

• Fostered a curriculum based on individualized instruction, creative activities,
   independent study, and research by students.
• Enlisted faculty to develop student materials and established the Winnetka
   Educational Press to publish these educational texts.
• Created an educational research department.
• Established a guidance center.
• Introduced a nursery school for two and three year-olds.
• Founded the Winnetka Graduate Teachers' College (1932–1954) in collaboration
   with Flora J. Cooke (Headmistress, Francis W. Parker School, Chicago, 1901–1934) and Perry
   Dunlap Smith (Headmaster, North Shore Country Day School, Winnetka, 1919–1954) .

Washburne wanted students to attend 
a democratically organized school and to 
experience a model democracy through their 
educational activities. At The Skokie School, 
for example, the School Council, a legislative 
body made up of students and a faculty 
advisor, met regularly to make decisions 
that affected the entire school. 

WHO WAS CARLETON WASHBURNE?

Carleton Washburne served as Winnetka's elementary school 
superintendent from 1919–1943. Born in Chicago, Washburne grew up in a 
family that placed a high value on education. In particular, Washburne's 
mother, Marion Foster, wrote and lectured on child development. 
Washburne's education and early teaching experiences were directly 
influenced by progressive educators John Dewey, Colonel Francis W. Parker 
and Frederic Burk (1862–1924). Under such influences, Washburne developed 
very clear ideas about children and education:

Children learn things that have meaning for them. They base 
their learning on experience. Children have an inborn, natural 
desire to learn… They want lots of knowledge—look at the 
number of questions they ask. But they want knowledge that 
they can somehow use, in their work or play or understanding 
of the world around them.

— Carleton Washburne

The people of Winnetka have always recognized the importance of education. The Winnetka Village 
Charter, written in 1869, reflects this community’s early commitment to education. By the early 1900's, 
many Winnetka residents wanted to establish a public school system available to all and comparable 
to the private schools in the Northeast. The Winnetka Board of Education included individuals who 
supported the social and educational reforms advocated by the progressive movement. In 1919, the 
community's forward-thinking board members hired Carleton Washburne as superintendent of schools 
to implement these progressive ideals.
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The legacy of professional development exists today 
in the form of The Winnetka Teachers’ Institute, 
organized by and for teachers in The Winnetka Public 
Schools. In addition, The Winnetka Public Schools 
Foundation, comprised of parents, teachers, and 
community members funds teacher research as part of 
its mission.

To think of the Winnetka technique as a finished 
product is to miss the entire spirit of The Winnetka 
Public Schools. The Winnetka faculty are…serious 
minded people who are seeking to develop the kind 
of education which will best help each child to a 
personally and socially satisfying and effective way 
of life. Their procedure is being continually modified 
in the light of their research and experience. Should 
their technique become static, it could not prepare 
children for effective living in this dynamic world.

— Carleton Washburne

Much of the curriculum materials were 
also developed through meetings. 
And that continues through the years.

— Harriet Gellar
Winnetka Public Schools Teacher

1945-1980

Washburne believed that the faculty was critical 
to the success of his reforms. He expanded the role 
of the teacher to include pedagogical research and 
curriculum development. 

He expected that teaching and learning in Winnetka 
would continually evolve, always responding to the 
needs of a changing population in a changing world. 
He intended that society recognize teachers as
professionals who are constantly involved in research. 

TEACHERS AS RESEARCHERS

Teachers devoted enormous amounts of time—free
time—because they cared so deeply—they really did
care about curriculum matters.

— Marion Stern
Winnetka Public Schools Teacher

1938-1948
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The most important feature of the Crow Island School is 
that it is the architectural expression of an educational 
philosophy, which in Winnetka is essentially the 
philosophy of progressive education.

— Carleton Washburne

I n 1938, the story of Crow Island School begins as a result 
of the collaboration of several professionals, starting with 
a search for architects.

The selection of architects 
to build around this 
philosophy was a joint 
responsibility of the 
Board of Education and 
the Superintendent of 
Schools. A wide search 
was made, in the course of 
which it was found that 
most architects followed 
a pattern based on the 
accepted standards of the 
traditional academic 
school. Finally we hit on a rare combination—a young firm 
of architects, Perkins, Wheeler & Will eager to give detailed 
study to our needs, and a firm consisting of one of the 
world’s greatest architects and his son—Eliel and Eero 
Saarinen.

— Carleton Washburne

Next, Washburne made clear to the architects that this 
new building should embody very specific ideas. 

…This is to be our dream school. For years we have 
been thinking about it. We want it to be the most 
functional and beautiful school in the world. We 
want it to crystallize in architecture the best of our 

educational thought and 
to house appropriately the 
best educational practices 
we can evolve.

— Carleton Washburne 

Breaking the mold of earlier school architecture, Washburne, Saarinen, 
and Perkins worked to create a school where the form of the building 
would be determined by its function. 

[Washburne] didn’t want…an ‘academic-plus-nothing’ school, the 
shoebox of the past where the child was nailed into place and 
assailed with learning. So we developed the notion of finding out 
what he wanted a school to do, what the acts of teaching and 
learning were, and visualized it in a 12-acre field. Our job was to 
put walls around it. Parents, teachers, the pupils,…the custodian, 
the brilliant creative activities teacher—they all came up with 
good ideas. They knew what they needed and didn’t have. Will and 
I did the work, and Saarinen oversaw everything we did. He was 
the design critic.”

— Lawrence Perkins
Partner, Perkins, Wheeler & Will

ARCHITECTURE  FOR CHILDREN

The features of Crow Island reflect the fact 
that a school is an environment for children: 

• Door handles, blackboards, and light
    switches are scaled to a child’s height.
• Benches in the auditorium are graduated
    from smallest in front to largest in back.
• Original furniture allowed for a range of
    sizes and offered maximum flexibility in
    arranging a classroom.

This original 
furniture was 
created by Eero 
Saarinen with 
designer Charles 
Eames, and was constructed by the 
Illinois Craft Project of the Works 
Progress Administration (WPA) 
of the Roosevelt Administration. 
Only a few pieces remain in the 
school today.

Washburne intended the classrooms 
to be self-contained units, modeled 
after the traditional, rural one-room 
schoolhouse in which one teacher 
addressed many individual needs. 
He believed that children needed an 
environment that evoked the safety of 
home and from which all other school 
activities would radiate. Further, he 
thought it imperative that age groups 
be separated in order to attend to 
age-specific needs and issues. 

In order to accommodate the design 
suggestions of children, teachers, 
parents, and custodians, Perkins’ 
colleague John Boyce designed the 
L-shaped classroom consisting of a 
main learning space and a smaller 
workroom. Each workroom includes 
a sink, a bathroom, a drinking 
fountain, and ample counter space 
allowing for greater independence.

Mindful of the importance 
of light, the classroom's 
outer walls are constructed 
entirely of windows and 
ceiling lights turn on in 
sections.
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Construction of Crow Island School began in 
1939, and the school opened in the fall of 1940.

Buildings endure, and they must be 
able to serve changing needs over 
long periods… This suggests that we 
need to plan learning environments 
around foundational issues rather 
than current events—around basic 
understandings of children, how 
they learn, and most important, 
how their environment can enhance 
those learnings.

— Elizabeth Hebert
Principal, Crow Island School

Appointed 1984

Because of his interest in the 
whole child, Washburne strongly 
believed that learning should take 
place both inside and outside the 

school building. Great care was taken to ensure children's access 
to the outdoors. The broad expanse of windows in every room 
provides an uninterrupted view, giving the sense of unlimited 
space. Each classroom opens onto its own courtyard that is used 
for activities such as science projects, gardening, or reading. 
Landscape architects John McFadzean and Robert Everly 
designed the outside environment with an eye to children's 
needs for physical activity and interesting spaces. Crow Island's 
surroundings include indigenous plants, play areas for different 
age groups, a stone story circle, and a larger amphitheater. One of 
the first jungle gyms ever built was brought here from the 
original Horace Mann School, closed in 1940.

Adorning the courtyard 
walls are imaginative 
ceramic sculptures 
designed by artist Lily 
Swann, Eero Saarinen's 
wife. These pieces 
originally illustrated the 
curricular studies of each 
grade level.
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During the design phase of Crow Island School, Lawrence Perkins 
asked the community to share ideas about what characteristics the 
building should have. Frances Presler, the Director of Activities for 
The Winnetka Public Schools, wrote a letter to the architects describing 
her vision of this new school and how it should respond to the needs 
of children. 

Your question, “What spirit shall [this new school] have?” 
will not let me rest. All the architecture shall be a setting 
for childlife. Everywhere children and what they can do 
shall be the adornment of the structure. The building itself 
shall be the place of   . But I must warn you. 
It must be a place which permits the joy in small things 
of life, and in democratic living. These two things we must 
safeguard in children’s lives. The building must not be too 
beautiful, lest it be a place for children to keep and not one 
for them to use…

It must be inspiring—with a beauty that suggests action, not passiveness 
on children’s part…it must give children the…belief that they too can be, 
act and create, and that they, their action and creation are needed.

A LETTER TO THE ARCHITECTS
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The classrooms shall express inner tranquility 
which can be sustained. The atmosphere of these 
rooms which particularly are the school homes, 
would give the feeling of security. These are 
especially the places of living together and should 
give feeling of inviting home-likeness, settings in 
which constant, confident realization of self and 
others together can take place.

The school should look to the future. 
It should not seem complete and finished 
beyond any addition or adjustment to 
later demands. It should give children 
and adults the feeling of flexibility, 
possibility of change. This is the germ 
of growth. 

The assembly…by its very nature houses the 
peaks in school living.

Above all the school must be childlike—not what adults think of 
children. At the same time it should be dignified, and playful… It 
must be a place for living, a place for use, good hard use, for it is 
to be successively the home…for a procession of thousands of 
children through the years. It must be warm, personal and 
intimate, that it shall be to each of these thousands, “My school.”

The pioneer [room]…will give opportunity for 
experimentation and experiencing.

The library I would designate as a place for 
“lingering with energy.” 
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1875187018651860

1804
Sacagawea acts as guide and interpreter 
for Lewis and Clark as they explore
the Northwest Territory.

January 1, 1863
Emancipation Proclamation 
frees all slaves and 
abolishes slavery.

1861–1865
Civil War

�4�O�M���3�A�W�Y�E�R��

1859
1st one-room schoolhouse 
built in Winnetka, corner of 
Elm & Maple Streets.

1869
Winnetka Village Charter written;
emphasis on education.

1874
Academy Hall opens.
Green Bay Road at current site of
Public Safety Building.
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1912
The Titanic sinks.

1920
American women obtain 
the right to vote.

1927
Babe Ruth hits 60 home runs 
for the New York Yankees.

1911
Winnetka Community House built.
Architect: Arthur S. Coffin.

1912
Samuel Sewall Greeley School opens.
Architects: Wm. A. Otis & Edwin Clarke.

1915
Hubbard Woods School opens.
Architect: Dwight Perkins.

1919
Carleton Washburne hired as Superintendent 
of The Winnetka Public Schools.

1922
The Skokie School opens. 
Architect: Dwight Perkins.
Funded by private donations in a 
door-to-door campaign.

1925-32
Graduate Teachers' College of Winnetka opens. 
Founders: Flora J. Cooke, Headmistress, Francis W. Parker School;
Perry Dunlap Smith, Headmaster, North Shore
Country Day School; Carleton Washburne, Superintendent,
The Winnetka Public Schools.
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19001895 1890 18851880 1905

1880
Mark Twain publishes
�4�O�M���3�A�W�Y�E�R��

1889
Jane Addams co-founds 
Hull House in Chicago.

1901
Walt Disney born.

1892
Columbia School opens.
Corner of North (near Tower)
and Burr. 1899

Horace Mann School opens.
512 Chestnut, site of current Post Office
Architect: William A. Otis.

1901
New Trier High School opens.
Architect: Norman S. Patten.
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1939
Hitler invades Poland.

1945
World War II ends.

1963
Martin Luther King, Jr. 
delivers his 
“I Have a Dream” 
speech during the
March on Washington.

1939
Contracts let for the building of 
Crow Island School.

1940
Crow Island School opens.
Architects: Eliel and Eero Saarinen;
Lawrence B. Perkins, E. Todd Wheeler & Philip Will.
Landscape Architects: John McFadzean & Robert Everly. 

1943
Washburne leaves Winnetka to serve as a Major 
in the Allied Forces Military Government for the 
reorganization of schools and universities in Italy, 1943-1946.

1955
New wing added to 
Crow Island School.

1956
�!�R�C�H�I�T�E�C�T�U�R�A�L���2�E�C�O�R�D��creates list 
of “most significant buildings in 
the past 100 years of architecture 
in America.” 
Crow Island School selected as 12th 
among all buildings and 1st among 
all schools.

1963
Carleton W. Washburne 
School opens. 
Architects: Perkins and Will
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1969
1st person on the moon,
Neil Armstrong.

1982
Compact disc introduced.

1990
Fall of the Berlin Wall.

�!�R�C�H�I�T�E�C�T�U�R�A�L���2�E�C�O�R�D��
1971
The American Institute of Architects honors Crow Island School with
a citation for 25 years of enduring architectural significance.

1971
The Crow is installed.
Sculptor: Max Fleisher.

1989
Crow Island School listed on 
National Register of Historic Places.

1990
Crow Island School becomes 
National Historic Landmark.

1990
Children�·s Learning and School Design: 1st National Invitational 
Conference for Architects and Educators.E
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September 11, 2001
Terrorists fly planes into the World Trade Center
in New York City, into the Pentagon in Washington, D.C., 
and into a field near Shanksville, Pennsylvania.

2061
Halley's Comet returns to
the inner solar system and
is once again visible from 
Earth. Last seen: 1986.

January, 2004
NASA's twin robot geologists, Spirit and Opportunity, 
land on the  surface of Mars. Mission: To determine 
if conditions were ever favorable to sustain life.

�!�R�C�H�I�T�E�C�T�U�R�A�L���2�E�C�O�R�D��

�·

1998
The Skokie School re-opens.

“As each child is a new creation, 
as life is ever growing, 

so must a philosophy of education be alive and ever changing.”
— Carleton Washburne    
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Appendix H. 

History of Space Use at Crow Island School: 1940-2018 

WHAT DO WE KNOW ABOUT  SPACE USE AT CROW ISLAND?   
     
   

The original design of Crow Island equipped the building with a remarkable degree of flexibility in its 
responses to enrollment fluctuations and programmatic changes for more than seven decades. In the 
school’s 75+ years there have only been 2 major capital initiatives at Crow Island since it opened in 
1940: 

•  1954:  A 6-classroom wing was added to the southwest end of the building to accommodate 
enrollment growth of the baby boom era. 

•  1974:  The school’s lower level space was remodeled to create a modern Library and  
Resource Center with flexible spaces for special activities, materials and equipment. 
 

In 1982 a construction project expanded space to house the District’s Maintenance Department shop 
and garage. 
  
Enrollment & Class Size:   

•  Highest enrollment was 627 students in 1967.  
•  Lowest enrollment was 259 students in 1983.  
•  The highest average class size of 28+ students was reached in the 1950s prior to the addition 

 
                    Average Enrollment and Class Sizes by Decade 
 

 1940s 1950s�� 1960s�� 1970s�� 1980s�� 1990s�� 2000s�� 2010s��
 

Enrollment 
 

335 
 

518 
 

575 
 

422 
 

307 
 
  435 

 
389 

 
   369 

 
Average Class Size * 

(includes JK & SK) 

  
26.3 

 
23.5 

 
22.7 

 
21 

 
20.6 

 
18.5 

 
  18.3 

 
Over the decades the school has accommodated enrollment growth by  

- increasing class sizes  
- converting to classroom use spaces that were not originally designed as grade level classrooms 

(e.g. Art Room; lower level spaces) 
- moving Junior Kindergarten in and out of Crow Island 
- moving 6th grade to Skokie (1943 -‘54 & 1962 - present) and 
- moving 5th grade to Skokie School (1969 -’78 & 2000 - present) 
- adding an administrative assistant position (2016-17) 

 
          (note: a 1949 redistricting shifted students from Hubbard Woods to Greeley School) 
 
Other facilities projects to accommodate enrollment growth included 

- 1966 renovation of two lower level classrooms,  
- addition of a mobile classroom (1964-1989) and the  
- addition of a 2-classroom mobile unit (2016-present) 

 
During periods of enrollment decline, classroom spaces were freed up for Specials Teachers (e.g. 
Music & Art); Special Education & Support services (i.e. Reading, Speech & Language; Learning 
Support; Extended Learning; Self-Contained classes); Community Use (PTA Resale Shop & the 
Winnetka Art Gallery) and the rental of 2 classrooms & an office space to the Winnetka Public 
School Nursery (1982-1991) 
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In summary, Crow Island School has demonstrated an exceptional response to numerous facility 
challenges with resilience and grace for more than 75 years.  Beyond that feat, it has served as an 
acknowledged icon of modern school design around the country and around the world.   
 
CHARTS OF SPACE USE AT CROW ISLAND : 
The following series of charts provide a detailed history of space use at Crow Island from 1940 to the 
present 2017-18 school year. They will inform the reader about each year’s student enrollment, 
average class size(s) and, specifically, how each classroom, office and other spaces have been utilized 
over the 75+ years that Crow Island has been operating. The Stewardship Group gathered this 
information from archival documents and photographs, District 36 Annual Reports and faculty 
directories, Cook County Schools directories, Crow Island School directories as well as helpful input 
from past teachers.  
 
A color-coded key highlights the building’s requisite responses to enrollment surges, i.e. one addition, 
multiple large and small renovations, the addition of mobile classrooms and the rare instances when 
students were moved off site due to enrollment beyond capacity at the school. 
 
A few observations: 

•  The 1940 Crow Island building was designed to accommodate approximately 400-500 
students.  

•  The original outstanding design of Crow Island provided for large classroom spaces that 
responded well to fluctuating class sizes and programmatic changes over the decades 

•  The original design of the school included a generous number of ancillary spaces that have 
been readily retrofitted for other purposes  

•  The few spaces that have not been other-purposed include the main office, the gym, 
auditorium and the Pioneer Room. 

•  Growing enrollment necessitated a 6-classroom addition in 1954. 
•  During the 1960s the JK-5th enrollment peaked at 627 students with average class sizes of  

23.5 students. This growth necessitated renovation of lower level spaces, a mobile classroom 
and 2 sections of JK to be moved to a nearby Church. 

•  The school’s current 1st-4th enrollment of 306 coupled with smaller class sizes, the need for 
small spaces for special education interventions, as well as other programmatic changes have 
necessitated renovation of smaller office spaces in the Resource Center, a 2-classroom 
temporary classroom and 4 sections of Kindergarten to be moved to other schools in the 
district. 

 
 
             9-1-17 prepared by Crow Island Stewardship Group ��
��
��
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Appendix I.  

Signage Report
�7�K�H�������������%�X�L�O�G�L�Q�J���6�S�H�F�L�À�F�D�W�L�R�Q�V���L�Q�F�O�X�G�H���W�K�H�V�H���Q�R�W�D�W�L�R�Q�V���U�H�O�H�Y�D�Q�W���W�R��
signage:

BRONZE PLAQUE : Contractor shall include an allowance of $150.00 for 
bronze plaque or lettering to be detailed later and to be placed as directed 
by the Architects. Any portion of this allowance unused to be credited the 
Owner.”  (p. 57)

SIGNS:  On doors from Lobby to public toilet rooms, letter the words 
“Women” and “Men” in 2” gold leaf letters outlined in black, plain modern 
block lettering, work to be done by an experienced sign painter.” (p. 96)

PLACARD HOLDERS : For each door opening on corridors in both stories 
except Lobby doors to Auditorium and Toilet room doors, provide holders 
for 3”x5”cards made of heavy brass to be fastened on with screws. (p. 89) The 
�'�D�L�O�\���:�R�U�N���5�H�S�R�U�W�V���J�L�Y�H���P�R�U�H���L�Q�I�R�U�P�D�W�L�R�Q���D�E�R�X�W���V�S�H�F�L�À�F���S�O�D�F�H�P�H�Q�W���R�I���W�K�H��
placard holders:

• #216 Daily Work Report (7-29-40): “Placard holders are to be placed 
only on classrms. and Lib., Artrm., Vis. Ed. etc. i.e. rms. not so obvious 
�D�V���*�\�P�����$�X�G�����H�W�F�����2�•���F�O�D�V�V�U�R�R�P�V�����W�K�H�\���D�U�H���W�R���E�H���S�O�D�F�H�G���R�Q���V�W�U�L�N�H���V�L�G�H��
�R�I���U�H�F�H�V�V���F�H�Q�W�H�U�H�G���R�Q���D���E�R�D�U�G�����·�����µ�D�E�R�Y�H���Á�R�R�U���µ

• #219 Daily Work Report (8-5-40): “Placard holders at corridors basm’t 
�D�Q�G���J�U�R�X�Q�G���Á�R�R�U�«��

• Carp. Fman. directed to place placard holders only on following doors: 
All class rm.door (see report of 7-29-40 for location), Lib., Artrm., 
�3�U�L�Q�F�·�V���R�€�F�H�����1�X�U�V�H�·�V���F�R�U�U�������3�K�\�V���(�G�����R�•�������1�X�U�V�H�U�\�����.�L�Q�G�H�U�J�D�U�W�H�Q������
�7�H�O�H�S�K�R�Q�H���E�R�R�W�K�����1�X�U�V�����.�L�W�������3�U�H�V�V���R�•�������7�H�D�F�K�H�U�·�V���'�L�Q�L�Q�J���U�P�������7�H�D�F�K�H�U�·�V��
restrm., Teacher’s Kitchen, Home-craft rm. 2 Music rms., Act. 
�'�L�U�H�F�W�R�U�·�V���R�•�������9�L�V�����(�G�����U�P�������6�K�R�S�����%�L�F�\�F�O�H���U�P�������%�R�L�O�H�U���U�P�������W�R���E�H���O�R�F�D�W�H�G��
on brick wall mounted on block of wood).  All doors in wood walls 
to be mounted in manner similar to class rm. Placards. In brick walls 
�F�D�U�S�����I�P�D�Q�����G�L�U�H�F�W�H�G���W�R���P�R�X�Q�W���R�Q���G�R�R�U�����·�����µ�D�E�R�Y�H���Á�R�R�U���D�Q�G���L�Q���O�L�Q�H��
with strike face of escutcheon.  On bicycle rm. door to be located one 
inch below glass edge of muntin and in line with glass edge of stile. In 
double doors to be on right side.”

Signage that was added after 1940 include the following:

BRASS ROOM NUMBERS:  Brass room #s currently appear on the hallway 
facing wall of all classrooms on the main level as well as the two classrooms 
on the lower level below the northeast wing, the kindergartens. It is not 
known exactly what year these numbers were added; possibly at the time 
of the 1954 building addition. These numbers are not original as they do not 
appear in the archival photo showing the placard holder.

Top:  An archival photo of the 
northwest wing hallway shows the 
�S�O�D�F�H�P�H�Q�W���R�I���W�K�H���S�O�D�F�D�U�G���K�R�O�G�H�U��
�%�R�W�W�R�P�����'�H�W�D�L�O���R�I���S�O�D�F�D�U�G���K�R�O�G�H�U����
(Hedrich Blessing)

�%�U�D�V�V���U�R�R�P���Q�X�P�E�H�U�V�����:�L�Q�Q�H�W�N�D���3�X�E�O�L�F��
Schools Archives) 
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WILLOW ROAD SIGNAGE : It was recently discovered that the 
bronze “Crow Island School” lettering on the Willow Road façade was a 
commemorative gift to the school on the occasion of Crow Island’s 40th 
anniversary. An archival document entitled “Crow Island School – Fortieth 
Festivities April 19, 1980” includes the notation that “Donations will be 
accepted toward a commemorative gift – an outside sign CROW ISLAND 
SCHOOL designed in keeping with the architecture of the building.” 
Presumably, the installation occurred soon after that date. 

2011 SIGNAGE PROJECT: In 2011, the signage in all District 36 Schools 
was reviewed. Green Associates completed a comprehensive classroom 
�D�Q�G���Z�D�\�À�Q�G�L�Q�J���V�L�J�Q�D�J�H���S�U�R�M�H�F�W���D�W���&�U�R�Z���,�V�O�D�Q�G�����7�K�H���6�W�H�Z�D�U�G�V�K�L�S���*�U�R�X�S��
participated in the project discussions. Original room names were converted 
to a new number system.

�:�D�\�¿�Q�G�L�Q�J���V�L�J�Q�D�J�H���L�P�S�O�H�P�H�Q�W�H�G���L�Q��
2011, designed by Green Associates 
(Winnetka Public Schools Archives)

�,�Q�G�L�Y�L�G�X�D�O���U�R�R�P���V�L�J�Q�D�J�H���D�W�����&�U�R�Z��
Island School (Winnetka Public 
Schools Archives)
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The Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for the Treatment of 
Historic Properties 

Appendix J.  

The Secretary of the Interior’s Standards 1 
The �6�H�F�U�H�W�D�U�\���R�I���W�K�H���,�Q�W�H�U�L�R�U�·�V���6�W�D�Q�G�D�U�G�V���I�R�U���W�K�H���7�U�H�D�W�P�H�Q�W���R�I���+�L�V�W�R�U�L�F���3�U�R�S�H�U�W�L�H�V 
are common sense historic preservation principles in non-technical 
language that were developed and are administered by the National Park 
Service. The Standards promote historic preservation best practices that will 
help to protect our nation’s irreplaceable cultural resources.

The Standards are a series of concepts about maintaining, repairing, 
and replacing historic materials, as well as designing new additions 
or making alterations. The Standards���R�•�H�U���I�R�X�U���G�L�V�W�L�Q�F�W���D�S�S�U�R�D�F�K�H�V��
to the treatment of historic properties—preservation, rehabilitation, 
restoration, and reconstruction with Guidelines for each. The Guidelines 
�I�R�U���W�K�H���7�U�H�D�W�P�H�Q�W���R�I���+�L�V�W�R�U�L�F���3�U�R�S�H�U�W�L�H�V illustrate the practical application 
�R�I���H�D�F�K���W�U�H�D�W�P�H�Q�W���W�R���K�L�V�W�R�U�L�F���S�U�R�S�H�U�W�L�H�V���D�Q�G���R�•�H�U���J�H�Q�H�U�D�O���G�H�V�L�J�Q���D�Q�G��
technical recommendations to assist in applying the Standards���W�R���D���V�S�H�F�L�À�F��
property. Together, the Standards and the Guidelines provide a framework 
and guidance for decision-making about work or changes to a historic 
property.

The Standards and Guidelines can be applied to historic properties of all 
types, materials, construction, sizes, and use. They include both the 
exterior and the interior and extend to a property’s landscape features, 
site, environment, as well as related new construction.

Federal agencies use the Standards and Guidelines in carrying out their 
�K�L�V�W�R�U�L�F���S�U�H�V�H�U�Y�D�W�L�R�Q���U�H�V�S�R�Q�V�L�E�L�O�L�W�L�H�V�����6�W�D�W�H���D�Q�G���O�R�F�D�O���R�€�F�L�D�O�V���X�V�H���W�K�H�P���L�Q��
reviewing both Federal and nonfederal rehabilitation proposals. Historic 
district and planning commissions across the country use the Standards 
and Guidelines to guide their design review processes.

The �*�X�L�G�H�O�L�Q�H�V���I�R�U���W�K�H���7�U�H�D�W�P�H�Q�W���R�I���&�X�O�W�X�U�D�O���/�D�Q�G�V�F�D�S�H�V apply the treatment 
standards to historic cultural landscapes.

The �*�X�L�G�H�O�L�Q�H�V���I�R�U���W�K�H���7�U�H�D�W�P�H�Q�W���R�I���+�L�V�W�R�U�L�F���3�U�R�S�H�U�W�L�H�V illustrate the practical 
application of these treatment standards to historic properties. These 
Guidelines are also available in PDF format.

1 National Park Service:  https://www.nps.gov/tps/standards.htm .  
Technical Preservation Services is a department within the National 
Park Service that develops historic preservation policy and provides 
guidance on preserving and rehabilitating historic buildings. It 
administers the Federal Historic Preservation Tax Incentives Program 
for rehabilitating historic buildings, and sets the Secretary of the 
Interior’s Standards for the Treatment of Historic Properties.
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The Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for the Treatment of 
Historic Properties

Preservation as a Treatment 

�3�U�H�V�H�U�Y�D�W�L�R�Q���L�V���G�H�À�Q�H�G���D�V���W�K�H���D�F�W���R�U���S�U�R�F�H�V�V���R�I���D�S�S�O�\�L�Q�J���P�H�D�V�X�U�H�V���Q�H�F�H�V�V�D�U�\���W�R���V�X�V�W�D�L�Q���W�K�H���H�[�L�V�W�L�Q�J���I�R�U�P�����L�Q�W�H�J�U�L�W�\����
and materials of an historic property. Work, including preliminary measures to protect and stabilize the property, 
generally focuses upon the ongoing maintenance and repair of historic materials and features rather than 
extensive replacement and new construction. New exterior additions are not within the scope of this treatment; 
however, the limited and sensitive upgrading of mechanical, electrical, and plumbing systems and other code-
required work to make properties functional is appropriate within a preservation project.

When the property’s distinctive materials, features, and spaces are essentially intact and thus convey the historic 
�V�L�J�Q�L�À�F�D�Q�F�H���Z�L�W�K�R�X�W���H�[�W�H�Q�V�L�Y�H���U�H�S�D�L�U���R�U���U�H�S�O�D�F�H�P�H�Q�W�����Z�K�H�Q���G�H�S�L�F�W�L�R�Q���D�W���D���S�D�U�W�L�F�X�O�D�U���S�H�U�L�R�G���R�I���W�L�P�H���L�V���Q�R�W��
appropriate; and when a continuing or new use does not require additions or extensive alterations, Preservation 
may be considered as a treatment.

Standards for Preservation

1. A property will be used as it was historically, or be given a new use that maximizes the retention of 
distinctive materials, features, spaces, and spatial relationships. Where a treatment and use have not 
�E�H�H�Q���L�G�H�Q�W�L�À�H�G�����D���S�U�R�S�H�U�W�\���Z�L�O�O���E�H���S�U�R�W�H�F�W�H�G���D�Q�G�����L�I���Q�H�F�H�V�V�D�U�\�����V�W�D�E�L�O�L�]�H�G���X�Q�W�L�O���D�G�G�L�W�L�R�Q�D�O���Z�R�U�N���P�D�\���E�H��
undertaken.

2. The historic character of a property will be retained and preserved. The replacement of intact or 
repairable historic materials or alteration of features, spaces, and spatial relationships that characterize a 
property will be avoided.

3. Each property will be recognized as a physical record of its time, place, and use. Work needed to 
stabilize, consolidate, and conserve existing historic materials and features will be physically and visually 
�F�R�P�S�D�W�L�E�O�H�����L�G�H�Q�W�L�À�D�E�O�H���X�S�R�Q���F�O�R�V�H���L�Q�V�S�H�F�W�L�R�Q�����D�Q�G���S�U�R�S�H�U�O�\���G�R�F�X�P�H�Q�W�H�G���I�R�U���I�X�W�X�U�H���U�H�V�H�D�U�F�K��

������ �&�K�D�Q�J�H�V���W�R���D���S�U�R�S�H�U�W�\���W�K�D�W���K�D�Y�H���D�F�T�X�L�U�H�G���K�L�V�W�R�U�L�F���V�L�J�Q�L�À�F�D�Q�F�H���L�Q���W�K�H�L�U���R�Z�Q���U�L�J�K�W���Z�L�O�O���E�H���U�H�W�D�L�Q�H�G���D�Q�G��
preserved.

������ �'�L�V�W�L�Q�F�W�L�Y�H���P�D�W�H�U�L�D�O�V�����I�H�D�W�X�U�H�V�����À�Q�L�V�K�H�V�����D�Q�G���F�R�Q�V�W�U�X�F�W�L�R�Q���W�H�F�K�Q�L�T�X�H�V���R�U���H�[�D�P�S�O�H�V���R�I���F�U�D�I�W�V�P�D�Q�V�K�L�S���W�K�D�W��
characterize a property will be preserved.

6. The existing condition of historic features will be evaluated to determine the appropriate level of 
intervention needed. Where the severity of deterioration requires repair or limited replacement of a 
distinctive feature, the new material will match the old in composition, design, color, and texture.

7. Chemical or physical treatments, if appropriate, will be undertaken using the gentlest means possible. 
Treatments that cause damage to historic materials will not be used.

8. Archeological resources will be protected and preserved in place. If such resources must be disturbed, 
mitigation measures will be undertaken.
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Rehabilitation as a Treatment 

�5�H�K�D�E�L�O�L�W�D�W�L�R�Q���L�V���G�H�À�Q�H�G���D�V���W�K�H���D�F�W���R�U���S�U�R�F�H�V�V���R�I���P�D�N�L�Q�J���S�R�V�V�L�E�O�H���D���F�R�P�S�D�W�L�E�O�H���X�V�H���I�R�U���D���S�U�R�S�H�U�W�\���W�K�U�R�X�J�K���U�H�S�D�L�U����
alterations, and additions while preserving those portions or features which convey its historical, cultural, or 
architectural values.

When repair and replacement of deteriorated features are necessary; when alterations or additions to the property 
are planned for a new or continued use; and when its depiction at a particular period of time is not appropriate, 
Rehabilitation may be considered as a treatment.

The �*�X�L�G�H�O�L�Q�H�V���I�R�U���W�K�H���7�U�H�D�W�P�H�Q�W���R�I���+�L�V�W�R�U�L�F���3�U�R�S�H�U�W�L�H�V illustrate the practical application of these treatment standards 
to historic properties. These Guidelines are also available in PDF format.

Standards for Rehabilitation

1. A property will be used as it was historically or be given a new use that requires minimal change to its 
distinctive materials, features, spaces, and spatial relationships.

2. The historic character of a property will be retained and preserved. The removal of distinctive materials 
or alteration of features, spaces, and spatial relationships that characterize a property will be avoided.

3. Each property will be recognized as a physical record of its time, place, and use. Changes that create a 
false sense of historical development, such as adding conjectural features or elements from other historic 
properties, will not be undertaken.

������ �&�K�D�Q�J�H�V���W�R���D���S�U�R�S�H�U�W�\���W�K�D�W���K�D�Y�H���D�F�T�X�L�U�H�G���K�L�V�W�R�U�L�F���V�L�J�Q�L�À�F�D�Q�F�H���L�Q���W�K�H�L�U���R�Z�Q���U�L�J�K�W���Z�L�O�O���E�H���U�H�W�D�L�Q�H�G���D�Q�G��
preserved.

������ �'�L�V�W�L�Q�F�W�L�Y�H���P�D�W�H�U�L�D�O�V�����I�H�D�W�X�U�H�V�����À�Q�L�V�K�H�V�����D�Q�G���F�R�Q�V�W�U�X�F�W�L�R�Q���W�H�F�K�Q�L�T�X�H�V���R�U���H�[�D�P�S�O�H�V���R�I���F�U�D�I�W�V�P�D�Q�V�K�L�S���W�K�D�W��
characterize a property will be preserved.

6. Deteriorated historic features will be repaired rather than replaced. Where the severity of deterioration 
requires replacement of a distinctive feature, the new feature will match the old in design, color, texture, 
and, where possible, materials. Replacement of missing features will be substantiated by documentary 
and physical evidence.

7. Chemical or physical treatments, if appropriate, will be undertaken using the gentlest means possible. 
Treatments that cause damage to historic materials will not be used.

8. Archeological resources will be protected and preserved in place. If such resources must be disturbed, 
mitigation measures will be undertaken.

9. New additions, exterior alterations, or related new construction will not destroy historic materials, 
�I�H�D�W�X�U�H�V�����D�Q�G���V�S�D�W�L�D�O���U�H�O�D�W�L�R�Q�V�K�L�S�V���W�K�D�W���F�K�D�U�D�F�W�H�U�L�]�H���W�K�H���S�U�R�S�H�U�W�\�����7�K�H���Q�H�Z���Z�R�U�N���Z�L�O�O���E�H���G�L�•�H�U�H�Q�W�L�D�W�H�G��
from the old and will be compatible with the historic materials, features, size, scale and proportion, and 
massing to protect the integrity of the property and its environment.

10. New additions and adjacent or related new construction will be undertaken in such a manner that, if 
removed in the future, the essential form and integrity of the historic property and its environment 
would be unimpaired.





Appendix   A - 207

Crow Island School, Winnetka, Illinois

Preservation Resource List: 
Specialty Materials and Contractors

Appendix K.  

The following list of resources can aid in the maintenance and preservation of the materials and 
systems that exist at Crow Island School. Contact information for contractors, specialists, and 
preservation organizations that engage in repairing and conserving historic buildings is included. 

Before undertaking any work at Crow island School, the District 36 architect and the principal of Crow 
�,�V�O�D�Q�G���6�F�K�R�R�O���V�K�R�X�O�G���E�H���F�R�Q�W�D�F�W�H�G�����(�Y�H�U�\���F�R�Q�W�U�D�F�W�R�U���X�V�H�G���L�Q���U�H�S�D�L�U���Z�R�U�N���V�K�R�X�O�G���E�H���T�X�D�O�L�À�H�G���S�U�L�R�U��
to any work being undertaken. This list is for reference only. Individuals engaging in work and their 
companies should have prior experience working on historic buildings, especially mid-century modern 
buildings. References should be reviewed carefully.

The list includes: 

• Concrete 

• Brick

• Stone

• General masonry

• Doors, windows, and hardware

• �5�H�V�L�O�L�H�Q�W���Á�R�R�U�L�Q�J

• Plywood furniture and walls 

• Furniture and artwork conservation 

• General preservation resources

Concrete
�7�K�H���&�U�R�Z���,�V�O�D�Q�G���6�F�K�R�R�O���E�X�L�O�G�L�Q�J���I�R�X�Q�G�D�W�L�R�Q�V���D�U�H���S�R�X�U�H�G���L�Q���S�O�D�F�H���F�R�Q�F�U�H�W�H�����,�Q���D�G�G�L�W�L�R�Q�����E�H�D�P�V�����Á�R�R�U�V����
stairs, ramps, drives, as well as landscape furniture are all constructed using concrete.

Bulley & Andrews Concrete 
Restoration
1755 W Armitage Avenue
Chicago IL 60622
w. 630-495-0404
f. 630-495-0451
dredar@tnagai.com

Berglund Construction 
Company
Jack Tribbia  
8410 S Chicago Avenue 
Chicago IL 60617 
w. 773-374-1000 
f. 773-374-0701 
www.berglundco.com 
jtribbia@berglundco.com

Central Building & Preservation 
L.P.
1071 West Fry Street
Chicago Illinois 60642
312-666-4040
312-733-4044 fax
dan@centralbldg.com

Quality Restoration Inc.
356 Tioga Trail
Wood Dale IL 60191
w. 630-595-0990
 

Zera Construction
Alex Zera 
7800 N Lehigh Avenue
Niles IL 60714
w. 847-966-8100
zeraconstruction.com
azera@zeraconstruction.com
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Brick  - Maintenance, Cleaning and Replacement
The Brisch Brick Company of Chicago manufactured the bricks for Crow Island School.  During 
�W�K�H���S�H�D�N���R�I���&�K�L�F�D�J�R���F�R�P�P�R�Q���E�U�L�F�N���S�U�R�G�X�F�W�L�R�Q�����&�K�L�F�D�J�R���Z�D�V���K�R�P�H���W�R���R�Y�H�U���������G�L�•�H�U�H�Q�W���E�U�L�F�N��
manufacturers, some of which started in 1872 to keep up with demand for Chicago common brick after 
the Great Fire.  Demand for Chicago common brick eventually decreased as concrete block and wood 
construction became cheaper and more popular. By 1970, the remaining brick production companies in 
Chicago were consolidated under one company name, the Illinois Brick Company. Congress passed the 
Clean Air Act in 1970 and the newly established Environmental Protection Agency required the Illinois 
Brick Company to bring their kilns and processing facilities into compliance with new regulations.  
Instead of paying millions of dollars to be in compliance, the Illinois Brick Company decided to shut 
down brick manufacturing operations.
  
Local Brick Salvage Companies:
Windy City Antique Brick Company
1230 N. Kostner Avenue
Chicago, Illinois 60651 
Tel:   800-669-5304 
Fax:  773-252-8263 
Salvaged Brick Size: 8” X 2 1/4” H x 4” W

  

Stone   
Limestone is used for constructing parts of the interior and exterior of Crow Island School. Examples 
include heated benches at the front entrance, wall panels at the north and west walls of the front 
�H�Q�W�U�D�Q�F�H�����D�Q�G���W�K�H���À�U�H�S�O�D�F�H���D�W���W�K�H���D�F�W�L�Y�L�W�L�H�V���D�U�H�D�����/�D�Q�G�V�F�D�S�H���D�S�S�O�L�F�D�W�L�R�Q���R�I�W�H�Q���X�W�L�O�L�]�H�G���O�L�P�H�V�W�R�Q�H�����V�X�F�K��
as pavers at courtyards, low brick walls with limestone caps, limestone retaining walls at Willow 
Road, and limestone used to face the amphitheater at the central courtyard.  Original 1939 building 
�V�S�H�F�L�À�F�D�W�L�R�Q�V���F�D�O�O�H�G���I�R�U���0�D�Q�N�D�W�R���.�D�V�R�W�D���V�W�R�Q�H�����&�X�U�U�H�Q�W�O�\����Vetter Stone Co. is the lone supplier of Kasota 
stone. Other companies in Indiana and Wisconsin can also be sourced to provide matching stone. Other 
�&�U�R�Z���,�V�O�D�Q�G���6�F�K�R�R�O���F�R�Q�V�W�U�X�F�W�L�R�Q���G�R�F�X�P�H�Q�W�V���F�D�Q���E�H���U�H�Y�L�H�Z�H�G���W�R���G�H�W�H�U�P�L�Q�H���V�R�X�U�F�H�V���W�K�D�W���Z�H�U�H���V�S�H�F�L�À�H�G���I�R�U��
later projects.  Also see General Preservation Resources in this section for a list of stone organizations.

Vetter Stone Co. 
P.O. Box 38, Kasota, MN 56050
�0�L�Q�Q�H�V�R�W�D���2�€�F�H����������������������������
Vsc@Vetterstone.Com
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Masonry Contractors:

Algozine Masonry Restoration, 
Inc.
Dave Algozine 
2000 N Lafayette Court 
�*�U�L�€�W�K���,�1��������������
w. 800-673-2560 
algozinemasronry.com 
dalgorzine@jorsm.com 
  
Berglund Construction 
Company
Jack Tribbia  
8410 S Chicago Avenue 
Chicago IL 60617 
w. 773-374-1000 
f. 773-374-0701 
www.berglundco.com 
jtribbia@berglundco.com
 
Bulley & Andrews Masonry 
Restoration, LLC 
Chris Lee  
1755 W Armitage Avenue
Chicago IL 60622 
w. 773-235-2433 
www.bulley.com 
clee@bulley.com 
  
Central Building and 
Preservation L.P.
Tom Rivkin  
1071 W Fry Street 
Chicago IL 60622 
w. 312-666-4040 
f. 312-773-4044 
www.centralbldg.com 
pro@centralbldg.com
    
Crafton Pro, Inc. 
Jack Tomczyk 
6351 W. Montrose, #148 
Chicago IL 60634 
w. 773-716-5999  
f. 847-966-9176  
www.craftonpro.com  
Jack.Tomczk@yahoo.com 
  

Edward Cross & Son 
Lori Hannigan 
518 N Lombard Avenue 
Oak Park IL 60302 
w. 708-848-8631 
  
Eugene Matthews, Inc. 
�-�R�K�Q���%�U�L�Q�F�N�H�U�K�R�•��
2600 South 25th Avenue  
Broadview, IL 60051  
p. 312-666-4646 ex 23  
f. 312-666-6066  
www.emiusa.net 
john@emiusa.net  

Henry Frerk Sons 
3135 W. Belmont Avenue
Chicago, IL  60618 
(773) 588-0800 
http://hfsmaterials.com
    
JSL Masonry Restoration, Inc.
Mark LaRose 
10201 Franklin Avenue 
Franklin Park IL 60131 
w. 847-671-8888 
f. 847-671-7854  
www.jslrestoration.com  
mark@jslrestoration.com 
  
Marion Inc.  
Mario Machnicki 
3504 N Kostner Avenue 
Chicago IL 60641 
w. 773-286-4100 
f. 773-286-1852 
www.marionrestoration.com
  
Mark 1 Restoration Company
Don Seefeldt 
1021 Maryland Avenue 
Dolton IL 60419 
w. 708-849-8246 
f. 708-849-6861 
www.mark1masonry.com
dseefeldt@mark1masonry.com
  

Molter Corporation 
Loretta Molter 
7601 W 191st Street 
Tinley Park, IL 60487 
w. 708-720-1600 
f. 708-720-1635 
moltercorp.com 
services@moltercorp.com
    
Otto Baum Company, Inc. 
Terry Baum  
866 N Main  
PO Box 161  
Morton, IL 61550 
w. 309-266-7114 
f. 309-263-1050 
www.ottobaum.com 
terrybaum@ottobaum.com
    
Renaissance Restoration, Inc.
Terry Cole  
330 Spring Street 
P.O. Box 291 
Galena, IL 61036 
w. 815-777-0556 
f. 815-777-9472 
www.rrincoporated.com 
rrigalena@mchsi.com

Western Specialty Contractors
Krista Gnatt  
Jim Rechtin Jr. 
2658 W. Van Buren 
Chicago, IL, 60612 
773.722.2800 
2501 N. Colt Road 
�6�S�U�L�Q�J�À�H�O�G�����,�/����������������
217.544.3474 
www.westernspecialtycontractors.com

  
W.J. McGuire Company 
Kevin Larson 
1825 Holste Road 
Northbrook, IL 60062 
w. 847-272-3330 
www.wjmcguire.com 
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Doors and Windows, Hardware

�,�Q�W�H�U�L�R�U���Z�R�R�G���G�R�R�U�V���D�U�H���1�H�Z���/�R�Q�G�R�Q�H�U���Á�X�V�K���G�R�R�U�V���E�\���$�P�H�U�L�F�D�Q���3�O�\�Z�R�R�G���&�R�����7�K�H���R�U�L�J�L�Q�D�O���J�D�U�D�J�H��
door was by McKee Door Co.  Hope’s Windows, Inc. manufactured the steel window frames and 
sash.  Sargent & Co., Richards-Wilcox, and Oscar C. Rixson Co. originally manufactured the door and 
window hardware.

Hope’s Windows, Inc. 
84 Hopkins Ave, P.O. Box 580 
Jamestown, NY 14702-0580 
(716) 665-5124 
(716) 665-3365 fax

SARGENT® Manufacturing 
Company 
100 Sargent Drive 
P.O. Box 9725 
New Haven, CT 06536-0915
1-800-727-5477 phone
888-863-5054 fax

Richards-Wilcox
600 South Lake Street
Aurora, IL  60506
800-253-5668 phone
630-897-6994 fax
mail@richardswilcox.com

Rixson & Co. (now known as 
ASSA ABLOY AB) 
Klarabergsviadukten 90
P.O. Box 70340 
SE-107 23 Stockholm 
Sweden 
Tel: +46 8-506 485 00 
E-mail: info@assaabloy.com  

Other door and Window Companies:

Historic Home and Window Restoration
Frank Rojax
215 W Park Ave.
Aurora, IL 60506
630-235-3838
www.historicrestorationillinois.com

Restoration Works, Inc.
Gail Wallace
200 E. North Street
Bradley, IL   60915
815.937.0556
restorationworks@sbcglobal.net

Resilient Flooring  
�7�K�H���R�U�L�J�L�Q�D�O���D�V�S�K�D�O�W���Á�R�R�U���W�L�O�H�V���F�R�Q�W�D�L�Q�H�G���D�V�E�H�V�W�R�V�����D���K�D�]�D�U�G�R�X�V���P�D�W�H�U�L�D�O�����,�Q���������������W�K�H���Á�R�R�U�L�Q�J���Z�D�V��
removed in its entirety and replaced with a resilient tile product called “Floorazzo,” manufactured by 
Mats Inc. 

Mats Inc.
P.O. Box 839
179 Campanelli Parkway
Stoughton, MA 02072
1-800-MATS-INC
1-800-628-7462
http://matsinc.com/
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Plywood Furniture and Walls

The molded plywood custom made furniture was designed by Eero Saarinen with direction from 
Carleton Washburne. It was manufactured by the Illinois Craft Project under the Works Progress 
Administration. The Welfare Engineering Company also manufactured parts for the pedestal desks. 
The desk and tabletops had laminate from the Formica Insulation Company. The original supplier 
of plywood seating for chairs, pedestal desks, and auditorium benches was F. Eggers Veneer Seating 
Company. The wood veneer for the auditorium wing wall was 3-ply white oak Mengel-Bord Planking 
supplied by the Mengel Company of Louisville, Kentucky.

Eggers Industries (formerly F. 
Eggers Veneer Seating Co.)
One Eggers Drive
Two Rivers, WI  54241
920.793.1351

Formica Group (formerly 
Formica Insulation Co.)
10155 Reading Road
Cincinnati, OH, 45241
www.Formica.com

Furniture Revival
2041 W. Carroll Avenue C322
Chicago, IL  60612
312-733-5477

Heritage Restoration & Design
207 Voris Street
Peoria, IL  61603
Michael Berlinger, President
303-637-5404
www.heritagerd.com 

John Mirabelli
JMR Restoration Inc.
�0�R�E�L�O�H�������R�€�F�H��������������������������
Fax 630-369-8044 
www.jmrrestore.net 
JMRRestorationInc@facebook.
com 

Weber Furniture Service LLC
5915 N. Ravenswood Ave.
Chicago, Illinois 60660
773.275.9061
773.275.1943 fax
info@weberfurniture.com

Furniture and Artwork Conservation

General Art Conservators can provide an overall program and method statement for the woodwork, 
furniture and artwork. The American Institute of Conservation maintains a list of local specialists in 
�Y�D�U�L�R�X�V���À�H�O�G�V���R�I���F�R�Q�V�H�U�Y�D�W�L�R�Q��

Andrew Fearon, AIC-PA
�&�K�L�H�I���$�U�F�K�L�W�H�F�W�X�U�D�O���&�R�Q�V�H�U�Y�D�W�R�U
Materials Conservation  
1625 N Howard Street   
Philadelphia, PA 19122 
Cell: (917) 450-6113 
Tel:  (215) 763-8090   
Fax: (215) 763-8098  
afearon@mccollab.com  
www.mccollab.com 

Nicole Grabow, 
Objects Conservator
Midwest Art Conservation 
Center
2400 Third Avenue South
Minneapolis, MN 55404 
612-870-3129
 
Thomas C. Jester, AIA
Quinn Evans, Architects
2121 Ward Place, NW, 4th Fl
Washington, DC 20037 
202-591-2537
tjester@quinnevans.com

Jennifer Komar Olivarez
Curator of Decorative Arts and 
Design
Minneapolis Institute of Art
612-870-3101
Twitter: @jkomarolivarez

The Metropolitan Museum of Art
Mechthild Baumeister, 
Furniture Conservator
Daniel Hausdorf, 
Associate Conservator
1000 Fifth Avenue
New York, NY 10028
Phone: 212-535-7710 
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General Preservation Resources  

Association for Preservation Technology International  
3085 Stevenson Drive, Suite 200  
�6�S�U�L�Q�J�À�H�O�G�����,�/���������������� 
Tel: 217-529-9039    
Fax: 217-529-9120    
info@apti.org     

The Association for Preservation Technology International (APT) is a cross - disciplinary, membership 
organization dedicated to promoting the best technology for conserving historic structures and their 
settings.

Brick Industry Association
12007 Sunrise Valley Drive 
Suite 430 
Reston, Virginia 20191 
703-620-0010 
brickinfo@bia.org

The Brick Industry Association is the national trade association representing distributors and 
manufacturers of clay brick and suppliers of related products and services. They produced  Technical 
Note 7f, on the Moisture Resistance Of Brick Masonry Maintenance, an industry standard for brick maintenance 
and preservation.

Building Stone Institute
36 Cougar Lane
P.O. Box 419
Chestertown, New York 12817
(518) 803-4336 Phone
(518) 803-4338 Fax
www.naturalstoneinstitute.org

�,�O�O�L�Q�R�L�V���6�W�D�W�H���+�L�V�W�R�U�L�F���3�U�H�V�H�U�Y�D�W�L�R�Q���2�•�F�H��
(formerly the Illinois Historic Preservation Agency)
Illinois Department of Natural Resources
1 Natural Resources Way
�6�S�U�L�Q�J�À�H�O�G�����,�O�O�L�Q�R�L�V������������
217-782-4836
https://www2.illinois.gov/dnrhistoric/Preserve/Pages/default.aspx

The Illinois Historic Preservation Division, formerly Illinois Historic Preservation Agency, is a 
governmental agency of the U.S. state of Illinois, and is a division of the Illinois Department of Natural 
Resources.
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Indiana Limestone Institute
Indiana Limestone Institute of America, Inc.
1502 I Street
Suite 400
Bedford, IN 47421
Phone: 812-275-4426
www.iliai.com

International Masonry Institute
17101 Science Drive, 
Bowie, MD 20715
800-803-0295
http://imiweb.org

Mason Contractors Association of America
1481 Merchant Drive
Algonquin, IL 60102
TF: 800-536-2225
P: 224-678-9709
www.masoncontractors.org

National Park Service     
The Park Service is the federal guardian of our diverse cultural and recreational resources. As the 
steward of countless federally owned historic structures and sites, the agency is a leading advocate 
for historic preservation and one of the most valuable resources for the preservation community. 
Preservation resources of the NPS include:
      
NPS Heritage Preservation Services 
�7�K�L�V���G�L�Y�L�V�L�R�Q���R�I���W�K�H���1�3�6���S�U�R�Y�L�G�H�V���D���E�U�R�D�G���U�D�Q�J�H���R�I���S�U�R�G�X�F�W�V���D�Q�G���V�H�U�Y�L�F�H�V�����À�Q�D�Q�F�L�D�O���D�V�V�L�V�W�D�Q�F�H���D�Q�G��
incentives, educational guidance, and technical information to help citizens and communities identify, 
evaluate, protect and preserve historic properties.

Technical Preservation Services
National Park Service
1849 C Street NW, Mail Stop 7243
Washington, DC 20240
Main Phone  (202) 513-7270
Email  NPS_TPS@nps.gov
      
�1�3�6���1�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���&�H�Q�W�H�U���I�R�U���3�U�H�V�H�U�Y�D�W�L�R�Q���7�H�F�K�Q�R�O�R�J�\���D�Q�G���7�U�D�L�Q�L�Q�J��
The NCPTT promotes the preservation and conservation of prehistoric and historic resources in the 
United States through the advancement and dissemination of preservation technology and training.

National Center for Preservation Technology and Training
645 University Parkway
Natchitoches, LA 71457
Email: ncptt@nps.gov
Phone: (318) 356-7444
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�1�3�6���3�U�H�V�H�U�Y�D�W�L�R�Q���%�U�L�H�I�V��
The NPS helps building owners, preservation professionals, organizations, and government agencies 
by publishing easy-to read guidance on preserving, rehabilitating and restoring historic buildings. Find 
on-line editions of the �%�U�L�H�I�V here:

www.nps.gov/tps/how-to-preserve/briefs.htm

Restore
488 Madison Avenue, Suite 1900 
New York, NY 10022   
TEL (212) 749-1800   
FAX (212) 749-7448     
Jan C. K. Anderson, President JCKAnderson@RESTOREtraining.org 
Mike Mecklenburg, Project Director mike@RESTOREtraining.org 

�5�H�V�W�R�U�H���L�V���D���Q�R�W���I�R�U���S�U�R�À�W���H�G�X�F�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���F�R�U�S�R�U�D�W�L�R�Q���W�K�D�W���R�•�H�U�V���D���U�D�Q�J�H���R�I���L�Q�Q�R�Y�D�W�L�Y�H���H�G�X�F�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O��
programs and services related to the technology of building conservation. Since 1976. It has provided 
workshops and courses on the technology of architectural preservation to building industry 
professionals who are directly responsible for the preservation and maintenance of our architectural 
heritage. 
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Outgoing Loans:
Basic Requirements for Museum Collections

Appendix L.  

Crow Island School furniture and artwork are considered a museum collection. District 36 should 
put in place outgoing loan procedures if they do not already have a system. There are several ways to 
manage museum collections. District 36 should inventory and evaluate the collections at Crow Island 
School as well as its other facilities and put in place best practices for proper management. 

The following loan information is based on the �1�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���3�D�U�N���6�H�U�Y�L�F�H���0�X�V�H�X�P���+�D�Q�G�E�R�R�N, Part II, Museum 
Records, “Incoming and Outgoing Loans. 1” The handbook is a reference guide on how to manage, 
preserve, document, access and use museum collections.

Outgoing loans must further the DISTRICT 36 & STEWARDSHIP GROUP mission or they should not 
�R�F�F�X�U�����2�E�M�H�F�W�V���F�D�Q���E�H���O�R�D�Q�H�G���W�R�����H�G�X�F�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O�����F�X�O�W�X�U�D�O�����R�U���V�F�L�H�Q�W�L�À�F���L�Q�V�W�L�W�X�W�L�R�Q�V���R�U���W�R���V�H�U�Y�L�F�H���S�U�R�Y�L�G�L�Q�J��
�R�U�J�D�Q�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q�V�����V�X�F�K���D�V���F�R�Q�V�H�U�Y�D�W�L�R�Q���O�D�E�V���R�U���H�[�K�L�E�L�W���S�U�H�S�D�U�D�W�L�R�Q���À�U�P�V�����/�R�D�Q�V���W�R���S�U�L�Y�D�W�H���L�Q�G�L�Y�L�G�X�D�O�V���D�U�H��
prohibited. Make sure that the borrower can insure, secure, and transport loaned objects properly. All 
�O�R�D�Q�V���P�X�V�W���K�D�Y�H���D���V�S�H�F�L�À�F���W�H�U�P�L�Q�D�W�L�R�Q���G�D�W�H�����/�L�P�L�W���U�H�S�R�V�L�W�R�U�\���O�R�D�Q�V���W�R���������\�H�D�U�V���Z�L�W�K���D���U�H�Q�H�Z�D�O���R�S�W�L�R�Q����
Limit all other loans to 3 years or less. Enter all loans into the DISTRICT 36 & STEWARDSHIP GROUP 
�%�R�D�U�G���0�L�Q�X�W�H�V�����3�U�L�Q�W���W�K�H���O�R�D�Q���I�R�U�P�V���I�U�R�P���7�K�H���'�L�V�W�U�L�F�W���������R�€�F�H�����5�H�F�R�U�G���F�R�Q�G�L�W�L�R�Q�V���I�R�U���D�O�O���R�E�M�H�F�W�V��
in a loan. Complete an Outgoing Loan Agreement Form that has been drawn up by the District 36 
lawyers for all loans. The Superintendent and principal of Crow Island School must approve all loans 
�D�Q�G���V�L�J�Q���W�K�H���O�R�D�Q���D�J�U�H�H�P�H�Q�W�����6�W�R�U�H���D�O�O���O�R�D�Q���G�R�F�X�P�H�Q�W�V���Z�L�W�K���W�K�H���'�L�V�W�U�L�F�W���������R�€�F�H���D�Q�G���D���F�R�S�\���Z�L�W�K���W�K�H��
Stewardship Group to be placed in the Winnetka Public Schools Archives. Track loans by ending date 
or loan extension date.

A. Overview

Why does DISTRICT 36 & THE STEWARDSHIP GROUP make outgoing loans?
Outgoing loans of Crow Island School Furniture and Artwork should further the DISTRICT 36 & 
THE STEWARDSHIP GROUP mission. DISTRICT 36 & THE STEWARDSHIP GROUP can also make 
outgoing loans to repositories for the purposes of long-term collections management and storage. 
Outgoing loans give borrowers temporary custody, not title.

Who must process and understand the terms of the outgoing loan documents?
The DISTRICT 36 SUPERINTENDENT & THE STEWARDSHIP GROUP REPRESENTATIVE are 
�U�H�V�S�R�Q�V�L�E�O�H���I�R�U���W�K�H���&�U�R�Z���,�V�O�D�Q�G���6�F�K�R�R�O���)�X�U�Q�L�W�X�U�H���D�Q�G���$�U�W�Z�R�U�N���D�Q�G���P�X�V�W���I�R�O�O�R�Z���V�S�H�F�L�À�F���S�U�R�F�H�G�X�U�H�V��
when loaning museum objects. Established procedures will ensure that the Crow Island School 
Furniture and Artwork Collection is appropriately managed and that District 36 and the borrower are 
legally protected.

1 United States. 2007. Museum handbook�X���€�t���•�Z�]�v�P�š�}�v�U�����X���X�•�W���€�h�X�^�X�������‰�š�X���}�(���š�Z�����/�v�š���Œ�]�}�Œ�U���E���Ÿ�}�v���o���W���Œ�l���^���Œ�À�]�����•�X���Z�©�‰�•�W�l�l�Á�Á�Á�X�v�‰�•�X�P�}�À�l
�u�µ�•���µ�u�l�‰�µ���o�]�����Ÿ�}�v�•�l�D�,�/�/�l�u�Z�î���Z�ñ�X�‰���(
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B. General Information on Loans

For what purposes may Crow Island School Furniture and Artwork objects be loaned?
Objects from the Crow Island School Furniture and Artwork Collection can be loaned for purposes such 
as:

• exhibition
• research
�‡���V�F�L�H�Q�W�L�À�F���R�U���H�[�K�L�E�L�W���S�U�H�S�D�U�D�W�L�R�Q
• analysis
• photography
• conservation or other requested services
• long-term collections management and storage

How long can Crow Island School Furniture and Artwork be loaned?
If Crow Island School furniture or artwork is loaned within District 36, limit the loan to 10 years. If 
Crow Island School furniture or artwork is loaned to non-District 36 repositories, limit the loan to 3 
years.

�$�O�O���O�R�D�Q�V���P�X�V�W���K�D�Y�H���D���V�S�H�F�L�À�F���W�H�U�P�L�Q�D�W�L�R�Q���G�D�W�H�����,�I���D���E�R�U�U�R�Z�H�U���U�H�T�X�H�V�W�V���D�Q���H�[�W�H�Q�V�L�R�Q�����L�W���P�D�\���E�H���J�U�D�Q�W�H�G��
if additional loan agreements are provided and signed. Repository loans remain at the designated 
repository until DISTRICT 36 & THE STEWARDSHIP GROUP ask for them back, but you must renew 
�W�K�H���O�R�D�Q���H�Y�H�U�\���À�Y�H���\�H�D�U�V�����7�K�H���U�H�S�R�V�L�W�R�U�\���P�X�V�W���U�H�W�X�U�Q���W�K�H���O�R�D�Q���L�I���L�W���L�V���X�Q�D�E�O�H���W�R���P�H�H�W���W�K�H���W�H�U�P�V���R�I���W�K�H��
agreement.

Who makes the loan? 
DISTRICT 36 & THE STEWARDSHIP GROUP are responsible for the Crow Island School Furniture and 
Artwork Collection and they must review all potential loans and make recommendations to the District 
36 Superintendent. Once the Superintendent approves the loan, the Crow Island School Principal can 
make all arrangements.

Require that non-District 36 borrowers get their own insurance coverage. They should give 
�'�,�6�7�5�,�&�7���������D���F�H�U�W�L�À�F�D�W�H���R�I���L�Q�V�X�U�D�Q�F�H���W�K�D�W���Q�D�P�H�V���'�,�6�7�5�,�&�7���������D�V���D�Q���D�G�G�L�W�L�R�Q�D�O���L�Q�V�X�U�H�G�����X�Q�O�H�V�V���W�K�H��
Superintendent waives the insurance requirement.

Monitoring and Recall 
Track all loans by date to ensure that all objects are accounted for and are returned back on time. 
Reserve the right to inspect the objects on loan at any time. All loans should include a regular 
monitoring schedule. DISTRICT 36 may end a loan with 30 days notice to the borrower. DISTRICT 36  
may end a loan without notice if an object is at risk. The borrower must give at least 30 days written 
notice to cancel a loan before the termination date.

Extensions 
Tell the borrower when a loan is coming due. If the borrower requests a loan extension, review it 
and make a recommendation to the superintendent. All loan extensions require the superintendent’s 
�D�S�S�U�R�Y�D�O�����*�L�Y�H���D�Q���H�[�W�H�Q�V�L�R�Q���D���V�S�H�F�L�À�F���H�Q�G�L�Q�J���G�D�W�H�����Q�R�W���W�R���H�[�F�H�H�G���W�K�U�H�H���\�H�D�U�V�����/�R�D�Q�V���W�R���U�H�S�R�V�L�W�R�U�L�H�V���P�D�\��
be extended for up to ten years per extension. You may ask the borrower to write a letter of extension 
when negotiating a loan extension. The borrower must extend insurance coverage, if applicable. 
�7�K�H���E�R�U�U�R�Z�H�U���J�L�Y�H�V���'�,�6�7�5�,�&�7���������D���F�R�S�\���R�I���W�K�H���F�H�U�W�L�À�F�D�W�H���R�I���L�Q�V�X�U�D�Q�F�H���I�R�U���W�K�H���H�[�W�H�Q�V�L�R�Q���S�H�U�L�R�G�����7�K�H��
�F�H�U�W�L�À�F�D�W�H���R�I���L�Q�V�X�U�D�Q�F�H���P�X�V�W���Q�D�P�H DISTRICT 36 as an additional insured.
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Chronological Listing of Source Material

Appendix M.  

Winnetka Board of Education. Board of Education Meeting Minutes. (1937- 
Present). Winnetka Public Schools Archives. 

Winnetka Board of Education. Annual Reports. (1937- Present). Winnetka 
Public Schools Archives. 

Presler, Frances. Letter to Messrs. Eliel and Eero Saarinen. Typed 
manuscript.  May 22, 1939. Winnetka Public 
Schools Archives. 
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Glossary of Terms

Appendix N.  
A
Acoustic Plaster - Sound insulating and isolating plaster made of 
�J�\�S�V�X�P���D�Q�G���D���À�E�U�R�X�V���R�U���S�R�U�R�X�V���D�J�J�U�H�J�D�W�H���V�X�F�K���D�V���Z�R�R�G�����P�L�Q�H�U�D�O��
wool, cork, or asbestos. 

Awning Window  – A window unit that is hinged along the top 
edge and swings outward.

B

�%�R�Z�H�U���%�D�U�~������Some of the early 1940 interior hardware at Crow 
�,�V�O�D�Q�G���6�F�K�R�R�O���Z�D�V���P�D�Q�X�I�D�F�W�X�U�H�G���X�V�L�Q�J���W�K�H���%�R�Z�H�U���%�D�U�•���U�X�V�W�O�H�V�V��
iron process. It is a metallurgical process that coats iron or steel 
with magnetic iron oxide , such as Fe2O4, in order to minimize 
atmospheric corrosion. This process became popular in the 
production of Victorian-era hardware and ironwork due to the 
�G�H�V�L�U�D�E�O�H���E�O�X�H���J�U�H�\���R�U���E�O�X�H���E�O�D�F�N���À�Q�L�V�K���W�K�D�W���Z�D�V���F�U�H�D�W�H�G�����R�Q�H��
that preserved the sharp outline of the designs. The �%�R�Z�H�U���%�D�U�•��
Rustless Iron Company patented the process in 1882 and it was 
used up until the early 1940s.1

C
Casement Window –  A window (with one or more panes of glass) 
that is hinged along its side to swing inward or outward, much like 
a door.  

Cladding  – Cladding is the application of one material over another 
�W�R���S�U�R�Y�L�G�H���V�N�L�Q���R�U���D���O�D�\�H�U���L�Q�W�H�Q�G�H�G���W�R���F�R�Q�W�U�R�O���W�K�H���L�Q�À�O�W�U�D�W�L�R�Q���R�I��
weather. It may also be applied for aesthetic purposes.

Coating - Coating is a covering that is applied to the surface of 
an object, usually referred to as the base or substrate. In many 
cases coatings are applied to improve the surface properties of 
the substrate, adhesion, wettability, corrosion resistance, wear 
resistance, and scratch resistance. The coating may also be applied 
to improve appearance.

Contributing Rating -  One of several ratings used in the 
evaluation of historic buildings to help determine the historic value 
of a building’s components. A contributing rating determines that 
�W�K�H���V�S�D�F�H���R�U���F�R�P�S�R�Q�H�Q�W�V���P�D�\���Q�R�W���E�H���S�D�U�W�L�F�X�O�D�U�O�\���V�L�J�Q�L�À�F�D�Q�W���D�V��
�L�V�R�O�D�W�H�G���H�O�H�P�H�Q�W�V�����E�X�W���F�R�Q�W�D�L�Q���V�X�€�F�L�H�Q�W���K�L�V�W�R�U�L�F���F�K�D�U�D�F�W�H�U���W�R���S�O�D�\���D��
�U�R�O�H���L�Q���W�K�H���R�Y�H�U�D�O�O���V�L�J�Q�L�À�F�D�Q�F�H���R�I���W�K�H���V�W�U�X�F�W�X�U�H�����7�K�H���P�D�W�H�U�L�D�O���P�D�\���R�U��
may not be original to the 1940 and 1955 dates of construction.

1 www.urbanremainschicago.com/news-and-events/2016/03/03/demystifying-the-bower-bar�-process-an-analy-
sis-of-rust-proof-hardware/
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D
Design Team – A group of professionals that produce designs that 
pertain to the scope of work and create construction documents to 
execute the work. Members might include architects, preservation 
architects, interior designers, landscape architects, art conservators, 
and structural engineers.

Dutchman – A patching method where the damaged or missing 
section of a stone or wood unit is cut out and a new piece of 
matching material is inserted. 

E
�(�€�R�U�H�V�F�H�Q�F�H - the migration of a salt to the surface of a porous 
material, where it forms a coating. It occurs when water is present 
�R�Q���R�U���L�Q���W�K�H���P�D�V�R�Q�U�\���V�X�U�I�D�F�H�����(�•�R�U�H�V�F�H�Q�F�H���L�V���J�H�Q�H�U�D�O�O�\���Z�K�L�W�H���Z�L�W�K��
a greyish tint and can occur on the surface of concrete, brick, stucco, 
or natural stone surfaces.

F
Façade – The exterior wall or face of a building.  The main façade 
of a building is typically the most important aspect from a design 
standpoint. It sets the tone for the rest of the building and is often 
more elaborate than the other façades. 

Flexwood -  Flexwood is a patented product that was manufactured 
�W�R���K�D�Y�H���D���Á�H�[�L�E�O�H���E�D�F�N�L�Q�J���D�Q�G���D���I�D�F�L�Q�J���R�I���W�K�L�Q���Z�R�R�G���Y�H�Q�H�H�U���J�O�X�H�G��
to it. The product tightly secured the veneer to the substrate to 
prevent any unwanted curling to occur.  The Flexwood Company, 
located at 919 N. Michigan Avenue in the 1950s, owned the patents 
to the product. The product was patented September 1, 1931 and 
was renewed September 1, 1951.2  The auditorium stage wall is 
constructed using Flexwood.

G
Glazing - Glazing derives from the Middle English for 
‘glass’. Glazing refers to a part of a wall or window, made of 
glass. Glazing also describes the work done by a professional 
“glazier” to set the glass into window frames. Glazing putty holds 
the glass in its frame.

2  �2�€�F�L�D�O���*�D�]�H�W�W�H���R�I���W�K�H���8�����6�����3�D�W�H�Q�W���2�€�F�H�����������������S�D�J�H�����������$�I�W�H�U���R�Q�O�\���D���F�R�X�S�O�H���R�I���\�H�D�U�V���R�I���P�D�Q�X�I�D�F�W�X�U�L�Q�J���W�K�H��
project, the company sold the rights to manufacture the product to U. S. Plywood Company and the rights to sell the 
product to the Mengel Company. “Flexwood vs. Faussner,” 145 F 2d 528, 537, (7th Cir. 1944).
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H
Haskelite Manufacturing Company  – A plywood manufacturing 
�F�R�P�S�D�Q�\���K�H�D�G�T�X�D�U�W�H�U�H�G���L�Q���&�K�L�F�D�J�R���G�X�U�L�Q�J���W�K�H�����������V�����7�K�H���Á�R�R�U�L�Q�J��
�R�I���W�K�H���R�U�L�J�L�Q�D�O���O�L�E�U�D�U�\�����U�R�R�P�������������X�V�H�G���D���F�R�P�S�R�X�Q�G���O�X�P�E�H�U���Á�R�R�U���W�L�O�H��
�P�D�Q�X�I�D�F�W�X�U�H�G���E�\���W�K�L�V���F�R�P�S�D�Q�\�����7�K�H���Á�R�R�U�L�Q�J���W�L�O�H�V���Z�H�U�H���V�H�D�O�H�G���D�W���W�K�H��
factory using the “Duraseal” patented method. Haskelite sponsored 
the manufacturing of winning designs from the 1940 Museum of 
Modern Art “Organic Design in Home Furnishings” competition. 
Saarinen and Eames submitted designs.

Hairline  – hairline is the term used to reference small cracks in a 
material, typically 1/16” or less in width.

Hedrich Blessing – Architectural photographers, Hedrich Blessing, 
were the messengers of modernism. Beginning in 1929 when 
�W�K�H���À�U�P���Z�D�V���H�V�W�D�E�O�L�V�K�H�G�����W�K�H�L�U���S�K�R�W�R�J�U�D�S�K�V���Z�H�U�H���S�X�E�O�L�V�K�H�G���L�Q��
national journals and popular magazines. Beautiful images of Crow 
Island School, taken in 1940, by Ken Hedrich, illustrating ways 
�W�K�H���V�F�K�R�R�O���À�W���W�K�H���Q�H�H�G�V���R�I���F�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q���D�Q�G���H�G�X�F�D�W�R�U�V�����Z�H�U�H���Z�L�G�H�O�\��
circulated. Educators and the general public learned early on of the 
educational and architectural importance of Crow Island through 
Hedrich Blessing photographs.

Historic Building or Landmark Building  -  All buildings, 
structures, or sites individually listed in the National Register of 
Historic Places, or eligible for listing on the register.  It also refers 
to a Contributing building, structure or site that contributes to the 
�V�L�J�Q�L�À�F�D�Q�F�H���R�I���D���1�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���5�H�J�L�V�W�H�U���+�L�V�W�R�U�L�F���'�L�V�W�U�L�F�W�����0�D�Q�\���9�L�O�O�D�J�H�V����
such as Winnetka, have Preservation Commissions empowered to 
designate local landmarks. 

Historic Context �³�$�Q���D�S�S�U�R�D�F�K���I�R�U���H�Y�D�O�X�D�W�L�Q�J���V�L�J�Q�L�À�F�D�Q�W��
properties that groups information about comparable historic 
�S�U�R�S�H�U�W�L�H�V���E�D�V�H�G���R�Q���D���V�K�D�U�H�G���W�K�H�P�H�����V�S�H�F�L�À�F���W�L�P�H���S�H�U�L�R�G���D�Q�G��
geographical area.

Historic Property —a district, site, building, structure or object 
�V�L�J�Q�L�À�F�D�Q�W���L�Q���$�P�H�U�L�F�D�Q���K�L�V�W�R�U�\�����D�U�F�K�L�W�H�F�W�X�U�H�����H�Q�J�L�Q�H�H�U�L�Q�J����
archeology or culture at the national, State, or local level. 

Historic Structure Report (HSR) : A comprehensive reference 
document providing long-term preservation guidance for a historic 
property that is typically a designated landmark. Survey work 
on the property (both building and landscape) involves both 
documentary research and on-site inspection. Reports typically 
include narratives on the property’s history and construction; 
descriptions and photographs showing its original appearance and 
current conditions; and recommendations for treatment and work. 
It is an important planning document. 
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Historic Value Rating  - One of several ratings that are used in 
the evaluation of historic buildings to help determine the historic 
value of a building’s components. The ratings are chosen using 
professional judgment based on research in historic documents 
and on-site observation. The ratings used in this historic structure 
�U�H�S�R�U�W���L�Q�F�O�X�G�H�����9�H�U�\���6�L�J�Q�L�À�F�D�Q�W�����6�L�J�Q�L�À�F�D�Q�W�����&�R�Q�W�U�L�E�X�W�L�Q�J�����D�Q�G���1�R�Q��
contributing.

Hopper Window  A window that is hinged along the bottom edge 
and swings inward . 

I
In-Kind  – to exactly match a material in composition, color, 
�G�L�P�H�Q�V�L�R�Q�V�����S�U�R�À�O�H�����W�R�R�O�L�Q�J�����W�H�[�W�X�U�H���D�Q�G���D�O�O���R�W�K�H�U���T�X�D�O�L�W�L�H�V���W�K�D�W��
describe it.

Integrity —the authenticity of a property’s historic identity, as 
evidenced by the survival of physical characteristics and features 
that existed during the property’s history.

Intensive Survey —a systematic, detailed examination of an area or 
building, designed to gather information about historic properties 
in order to evaluate them in relation to predetermined criteria of 
�V�L�J�Q�L�À�F�D�Q�F�H���Z�L�W�K�L�Q���V�S�H�F�L�À�F���K�L�V�W�R�U�L�F���F�R�Q�W�H�[�W�V��

J
Jungle Gyms – Sebastian Theodore Hinton, a Winnetka resident, 
�L�V���F�U�H�G�L�W�H�G���E�\���V�R�P�H���D�V���L�Q�Y�H�Q�W�L�Q�J���W�K�H���À�U�V�W���M�X�Q�J�O�H���J�\�P�����+�L�Q�W�R�Q��
brainstormed the design while at a dinner party at Board of 
Education Chairman Edward Yeomans’ house in 1920. Carleton 
Washburne and Perry Dunlap Smith also attended the party. 3 
Hinton patented the design for the “climbing structure” U.S. Patent 
1,471,465���À�O�H�G���-�X�O�\����������������������U.S. Patent 1,488,244���À�O�H�G���2�F�W�R�E�H�U��������
1920; U.S. Patent 1,488,245���À�O�H�G���2�F�W�R�E�H�U���������������������D�Q�G��U.S. Patent 
1,488,246���À�O�H�G���2�F�W�R�E�H�U�����������������������7�K�H���À�U�V�W���D�S�S�D�U�D�W�X�V���Z�D�V���L�Q�V�W�D�O�O�H�G��
at North Shore Country Day School and an improved one was 
installed at Horace Mann School. “The solidly built jungle gym 
�K�D�V���H�Q�M�R�\�H�G���F�R�Q�W�L�Q�X�H�G���X�V�H���V�L�Q�F�H���L�W�V���À�U�V�W���>�V�H�F�R�Q�G�@���L�Q�V�W�D�O�O�D�W�L�R�Q���L�Q���W�K�H��
early 1920s. The enterprising Hinton, pleased with the triumph 
of the project, soon went into business manufacturing his jungle 
gym for schools throughout the country. After two decades of 
use, school administrators, faced in 1940 with the demolition of 
Horace Mann School, relocated this popular apparatus to the 
new Crow Island School. The jungle gym from Horace Mann was 
located in the southeast corner of the large school playground.”  
4 It was removed by the Board of Education in 2015. The smaller, 

3  Ruth Moss, “World,” Chicago Tribune, May 10, 1964.
4  Karen Ann Cullotta, “Winnetka’s 90-year old jungle gym resurrected and on display,” Chicago Tribune, 4 December, 
2013. Sheila Duran University of Chicago Thesis excerpt as printed in Winnetka Historical Society “Gazette,” Fall 1997, And 
Google Patents: https://www.google.com/patents/US1471465.
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kindergarten jungle gym was donated to the Winnetka Historical 
Society Museum at 411 Linden Street in 2013 and rebuilt as an Eagle 
Scout project. 

L
Lally Column  - A �W�X�E�X�O�D�U���V�W�H�H�O���F�R�O�X�P�Q���À�O�O�H�G���Z�L�W�K���F�R�Q�F�U�H�W�H���D�Q�G��
used as a supporting member in a building.

M
Master List Matrix  - A list of individual façades, rooms, spaces, 
and objects at Crow Island School. The matrix is used as a quick 
reference guide and includes Historic Value Rating, Condition Rating, 
a Treatment Approach Rating, and page numbers where additional 
information can be found in the HSR. The façade names are 
�G�L�U�H�F�W�L�R�Q�D�O���D�Q�G���G�H�V�F�U�L�E�H�G���L�Q���U�H�O�D�W�L�R�Q�V�K�L�S���W�R���W�K�H���V�S�H�F�L�À�F���Z�L�Q�J�V���R�U��
central core of the building. Room and space names and numbers 
are based on the �����������:�L�Q�Q�H�W�N�D���3�6�'���������6�D�I�H�W�\���5�H�I�H�U�H�Q�F�H���3�O�D�Q�V����

N
National Register – The National Register of Historic Places 
���1�5�+�3�����L�V���W�K�H���R�€�F�L�D�O���O�L�V�W���R�I���W�K�H���1�D�W�L�R�Q�·�V���K�L�V�W�R�U�L�F���S�O�D�F�H�V���Z�R�U�W�K�\���R�I��
preservation. Authorized by the National Historic Preservation 
Act of 1966, and administered by the National Park Service, the 
National Register of Historic Places is part of a national program 
�W�R���F�R�R�U�G�L�Q�D�W�H���D�Q�G���V�X�S�S�R�U�W���S�X�E�O�L�F���D�Q�G���S�U�L�Y�D�W�H���H�•�R�U�W�V���W�R���L�G�H�Q�W�L�I�\����
evaluate, and protect America’s historic and archeological 
resources. Crow Island School was added to the National Register 
in 1989 and is National Register #89001730.

National Register Criteria  - the established criteria for evaluating 
the eligibility of properties for inclusion in the National Register 
of Historic Places.  There are four criteria: A (events), B (people), C 
(architecture), and D (archeological or information potential). Crow 
Island School is listed under Criteria A, B, and C.

National Historic Landmarks  (NHLs)  - are nationally 
�V�L�J�Q�L�À�F�D�Q�W���K�L�V�W�R�U�L�F���S�O�D�F�H�V���G�H�V�L�J�Q�D�W�H�G���E�\���W�K�H���)�H�G�H�U�D�O���*�R�Y�H�U�Q�P�H�Q�W���W�R��
possess exceptional value or quality in illustrating or interpreting 
the heritage of the United States. Crow Island School was 
designated an NHL on December 14, 1990.  Crow Island School is 
listed under criterion 1 (events), 2 (people), and 4 (architecture).

Non-contributing Rating  – One of several ratings used in the 
evaluation of historic buildings to help determine the historic value 
of a building’s components. A non-contributing rating determines 
that the space or components are not historic, or if historic, 
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�K�D�Y�H���E�H�H�Q���V�X�E�V�W�D�Q�W�L�D�O�O�\���P�R�G�L�À�H�G�����/�L�W�W�O�H���R�U���Q�R���K�L�V�W�R�U�L�F���F�K�D�U�D�F�W�H�U��
remains. The material most likely does not date to 1940 or 1954, the 
�G�H�V�L�J�Q�D�W�H�G���S�H�U�L�R�G�V���R�I���V�L�J�Q�L�À�F�D�Q�F�H��

O
Object – The term “object” is used to distinguish from buildings 
and structures those constructions that are primarily artistic 
in nature and/or are relatively small in scale and simply built. 
Although it may be, by nature or design, movable, an object is 
�D�V�V�R�F�L�D�W�H�G���Z�L�W�K���D���V�S�H�F�L�À�F���V�H�W�W�L�Q�J���R�U���H�Q�Y�L�U�R�Q�P�H�Q�W��

Oxide Jacking  - the displacement of building elements due to the 
expansion of iron and steel products as the metal rusts and becomes 
iron oxide. This condition can occur at walls having embedded 
metal and was recorded in the Crow Island School exterior survey. 

P
�3�H�U�L�R�G���R�I���V�L�J�Q�L�À�F�D�Q�F�H - the period of time when a property was 
associated with important events, activities, or persons or attained 
�W�K�H���F�K�D�U�D�F�W�H�U�L�V�W�L�F�V���W�K�D�W���T�X�D�O�L�À�H�V���L�W���I�R�U���1�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���5�H�J�L�V�W�H�U���O�L�V�W�L�Q�J����
�&�U�R�Z���,�V�O�D�Q�G���6�F�K�R�R�O���K�D�V���W�Z�R���S�H�U�L�R�G�V���R�I���V�L�J�Q�L�À�F�D�Q�F�H�����������������Z�K�H�Q���W�K�H��
original school was constructed and 1955 when the southwest wing 
addition was constructed.

Preservation Treatment  - One of four treatments that are included 
in the �7�K�H���6�H�F�U�H�W�D�U�\���R�I���W�K�H���,�Q�W�H�U�L�R�U�·�V���6�W�D�Q�G�D�U�G�V���I�R�U���W�K�H���7�U�H�D�W�P�H�Q�W���R�I��
Historic Properties.  Preservation is the act or process of applying 
measures necessary to sustain the existing form, integrity, and 
materials of an historic property. Work, including preliminary 
measures to protect and stabilize the property, generally focuses 
upon the ongoing maintenance and repair of historic materials and 
features rather than extensive replacement and new construction. 
New exterior additions are not within the scope of this treatment; 
however, the limited and sensitive upgrading of mechanical, 
electrical, and plumbing systems and other code-required work to 
make properties functional is appropriate within a preservation 
project.

Preserve Rating - One of three treatment approach ratings used in 
the Crow Island School HSR. This treatment approach places a high 
premium on the retention of the façade or space and all historic 
�I�D�E�U�L�F���W�K�U�R�X�J�K���F�R�Q�V�H�U�Y�D�W�L�R�Q�����P�D�L�Q�W�H�Q�D�Q�F�H�����D�Q�G���U�H�S�D�L�U�����,�W���U�H�Á�H�F�W�V���D��
façade or space’s continuum over time, through successive uses 
and occupancies. Attention should be on preserving materials, 
features, spaces, and spatial relationships that together give the 
space its historic character.



Appendix   A - 239

Crow Island School, Winnetka, Illinois

Q
Quarry Tile – �$���Á�R�R�U�L�Q�J���W�L�O�H���W�K�D�W���J�H�W�V���L�W�V���F�R�O�R�U���I�U�R�P��a mixture 
of natural ingredients including clays, shales and feldspar. The 
product is extruded through a die and cut. This extrusion process 
creates a much tighter/denser body than can be achieved through 
other processes. The die also creates a ribbed back on the tile to 
improve mortar adhesion. Once extruded, the tiles are sent through 
�D���G�U�L�H�U���D�Q�G���À�U�H�G���L�Q���D���N�L�O�Q�� The tiles are left unglazed. The most 
�W�U�D�G�L�W�L�R�Q�D�O���V�L�]�H���L�Q���W�K�H���8�6���L�V���Q�R�P�L�Q�D�O�O�\�������L�Q���ð�������L�Q���ð���91�¼2 in thick.

R
Reconstruction Treatment  - One of four treatments that are 
included in the �7�K�H���6�H�F�U�H�W�D�U�\���R�I���W�K�H���,�Q�W�H�U�L�R�U�·�V���6�W�D�Q�G�D�U�G�V���I�R�U���W�K�H��
�7�U�H�D�W�P�H�Q�W���R�I���+�L�V�W�R�U�L�F���3�U�R�S�H�U�W�L�H�V���� Reconstruction is the act or process 
of depicting, by means of new construction, the form, features, and 
detailing of a non-surviving site, landscape, building, structure, or 
object. Reconstruction is undertaken for the purpose of replicating 
�L�W�V���D�S�S�H�D�U�D�Q�F�H���D�W���D���V�S�H�F�L�À�F���S�H�U�L�R�G���R�I���W�L�P�H���D�Q�G���J�H�Q�H�U�D�O�O�\�����L�Q���L�W�V��
historic location. It is not one of the treatments recommended for 
Crow Island School in this HSR.

Reentrant Crack - The internal corners in poured-in-place concrete 
openings are called reentrant corners. These internal corners must 
have additional reinforcement otherwise cracks, termed reentrant 
cracks, are likely to develop at these locations.

Rehabilitate Rating  - One of three treatment approach ratings used 
in the Crow Island School HSR. This treatment approach places 
an emphasis on the retention of the façade or space and repair of 
historic materials, but more latitude is provided for replacement 
because the historic fabric is deteriorated or has been altered over 
time. Attention should be on preserving materials, features, spaces, 
and spatial relationships that together give the space its historic 
character.

Rehabilitation Treatment - One of four treatments that are 
included in the �7�K�H���6�H�F�U�H�W�D�U�\���R�I���W�K�H���,�Q�W�H�U�L�R�U�·�V���6�W�D�Q�G�D�U�G�V���I�R�U���W�K�H��
�7�U�H�D�W�P�H�Q�W���R�I���+�L�V�W�R�U�L�F���3�U�R�S�H�U�W�L�H�V���� Rehabilitation is the act or process 
of making possible a compatible use for a property through 
repair, alterations, and additions while preserving those portions 
or features, which convey its historical, cultural, or architectural 
values.

Restoration Treatment  - One of four treatments that are included in 
the �7�K�H���6�H�F�U�H�W�D�U�\���R�I���W�K�H���,�Q�W�H�U�L�R�U�·�V���6�W�D�Q�G�D�U�G�V���I�R�U���W�K�H���7�U�H�D�W�P�H�Q�W���R�I���+�L�V�W�R�U�L�F��
Properties.  Restoration is the act or process of accurately depicting 
the form, features, and character of a property as it appeared at a 
particular period of time by means of the removal of non-historic 
features from other periods in its history and reconstruction of 
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missing features from the restoration period. The limited and 
sensitive upgrading of mechanical, electrical, and plumbing 
systems and other code-required work to make properties 
functional is appropriate within a restoration project.

Roman Brick – Brick that characteristically has longer and 
narrower dimensions than those of standard modern bricks.

S
�6�L�J�Q�L�À�F�D�Q�W���5�D�W�L�Q�J���²��One of several ratings used in the evaluation 
of historic buildings to help determine the historic value of a 
�E�X�L�O�G�L�Q�J�·�V���F�R�P�S�R�Q�H�Q�W�V�����$���V�L�J�Q�L�À�F�D�Q�W���U�D�W�L�Q�J���G�H�W�H�U�P�L�Q�H�V���W�K�D�W���W�K�H��
space or components are a major contribution to the building’s 
architectural and historic character. They are associated with the 
�T�X�D�O�L�W�L�H�V���W�K�D�W���P�D�N�H���W�K�H���E�X�L�O�G�L�Q�J���K�L�V�W�R�U�L�F�D�O�O�\���V�L�J�Q�L�À�F�D�Q�W��

Soldier Course - A course of brick units set on end with the long, 
narrow face vertical on the surface of the wall.

Spall  – An irregular sized chip or fragment from a ceramic, brick, 
masonry, or stone surface.  Spalling, or breaking up, of the surfaces 
is often induced by freeze-thaw action, corrosion, or salt formation

Spatial Type —a grouping of individual spaces based on a set of 
shared physical characteristics.

�6�S�H�F�L�À�F�D�W�L�R�Q�V – One part of the construction documents that 
�P�D�N�H���X�S���D���F�R�Q�V�W�U�X�F�W�L�R�Q���V�H�W�����6�S�H�F�L�À�F�D�W�L�R�Q�V���G�H�À�Q�H���W�K�H���T�X�D�O�L�W�D�W�L�Y�H��
requirements of materials and products to ensure that everyone 
understands the product requirements. 

Stack bond - In brickwork, where the facing brick is laid with all 
vertical joints aligned.

T
Treat with Care Rating  - One of three treatment approach ratings 
used in the Crow Island School HSR. This treatment approach 
designates that the façade, space, or features have had alterations 
�V�R���W�K�D�W���W�K�H�L�U���R�U�L�J�L�Q�D�O���X�V�H���R�U���F�R�Q�À�J�X�U�D�W�L�R�Q���L�V���Q�R���O�R�Q�J�H�U���D�S�S�D�U�H�Q�W����
there is no historic material remaining, or the spaces or components 
were built out in years other than in 1940 and 1954, the periods 
�R�I���V�L�J�Q�L�À�F�D�Q�F�H�����7�K�H���I�D�o�D�G�H���R�U���V�S�D�F�H���F�D�Q���E�H���U�H���S�U�R�J�U�D�P�H�G���W�R��
have sensitive alterations that incorporate new uses, equipment, 

methods and materials.  
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V
�9�H�U�\���6�L�J�Q�L�À�F�D�Q�W Rating  – One of several ratings used in the 
evaluation of historic buildings to help determine the historic value 
�R�I���D���E�X�L�O�G�L�Q�J�·�V���F�R�P�S�R�Q�H�Q�W�V�����$���Y�H�U�\���V�L�J�Q�L�À�F�D�Q�W���U�D�W�L�Q�J���G�H�W�H�U�P�L�Q�H�V��
that the space or components are essential to the building’s 
architectural and historic character and are original to 1940 and 
�������������W�K�H���G�H�V�L�J�Q�D�W�H�G���S�H�U�L�R�G�V���R�I���V�L�J�Q�L�À�F�D�Q�F�H��

W
Wash Joint – An exposed mortar joint that is horizontal on a wall 
or parapet, also called a sky-facing joint. These joints tend to 
deteriorate faster than joints that are located on a vertical wall, due 
to exposure to sun and weather.


