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Appendix A.

Crow Island School, Winnetka, lllinois

An Overview of Crow Island’s Development

By Susan S. Benjamin

Lawrence Perkins’ black and white
drawing of Crow Island School
(Winnetka Public Schools Archives)

Carleton Waburne, unk—nown date
(Winnetka Public Schools Archives)

What is it about Crow Island School that sets it apart from the multitude

of school buildings everywhere? What makes it a destination for

architects and for educators who have made a pilgrimage to Winnetka
VSHFLAFDOO\ WR VHH LW" $UFKLWHFWV UHAHFW
detailing, its use of warm and beautiful natural materials and its carefully-
thought-out plan. Teachers watch the children learning and playing, keen

RQ GLVFXVVLQJ KRZ WKH\ XVH HDFK VSDFH KRZ L
needs and possibilities. Beth Hebert, Crow Island Principal (1984-2005)

eloquently captures its allure.

Crow Island has an internalized and embedded beauty and honesty that is
inextricably bound to the humane education that takes place in that learning
environment and that bonding of design and philosophy is probably the
secret ingredient.?

Beth Hebert, Crow Island Principal (1984-2005)

Superintendent Carleton Washburne’s Vision

Crow Island was the dream school of the charismatic Carleton Washburne,

who served as Superintendent of the Winnetka Public Schools from

1919 to 1943. His vision was to create a school that would embody the

philosophy of progressive education, a system that was, above all,

child centered. To quote Washburne, “Progressive education is always

concerned with the WHOLE CHILD--both as an individual and as a

member of society. It is therefore concerned with health...emotional
DGMXVWPHQW VHOI IXOAOOPHQW DV D XQLTXH LC
creativeness; acquisition of whatever knowledge and skill are needed for
taking...part in the world; and for development as a socially conscious,
participating citizen of a democracy.?y :DVKEXUQH FOHDUO\ GL*H
progressive from the traditional approach to education, which emphasized
memorization and did not encourage children to think critically. 2

Washburne’s vision was embraced by Winnetka’s Board of Education.
Winnetka is a community that has always placed a high value on
education. Its School Board wanted to create a public school system
equal to the best private schools on the East Coast. Carleton Washburne
was hired in 1919 to accomplish this goal--through providing the child-

1 http://www.designshare.com/index.php/articles/interview-beth-hebert/

2 Crow Island SchodRhilosophy in Brickln 2004, Crow Island Teachers Eva Tarini, Mary Mumbrue and Bliss Tobin
co-created a permanent exhibition,--a mural on the history and construction of Crow Island Sehdet By the Winnetka Public
Schools Foundation, this exhibition, located in the school, includes a timeline and considerableiarfamiie progressive move-
ment, on progressive education, on Carleton Washburne, on the architects and describesa@i@s thle embodiment of progressive
education. e title of this exhibition, which is in the form of a timeline, was taken from the title of an artitierwby Jane Clarke in the
November/December, 1989 issue of Inland Architect. Ms. Clark attended Greeley School wham\@asleburne was Superintendent.
At the time she wrote this article she was the assistant director of Museum Education at thiutet afi Chicago.

3 Ibid. e timeline points out that the progressive approach to education was a critical compdrteatrogressive move-
ment that developed a er the Civil War--reacting to a growing immigrant population working in dyrapitlistrialized city. Leaders of
the movement campaigned against business monopolies, inferior working conditions and goventrogtion. eir mission was to
create a society of informed and active citizens, and they looked to the schools to carry it out.

4 Betty J. Blum. “Oral History of Lawrence Bradford Perkins,” Compiled under the auspices of the GhhigmsAOral
History Project, e Ernest R. Graham Study Center for Architectural Drawings, Departmentobitdcture, e Art Institute of Chica-
go, 1986.
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centered education that progressive education fostered. Washburne’s
background made him particularly well suited for the task. He grew up in
a household that valued education, with a mother who wrote and lectured
RQ FKLOG GHYHORSPHQW +LV RZQ HGXFDWLRQ ZDV LQ
educators that included John Dewey and Francis W. Parker. He attended
Francis W. Parker School in Chicago, an educational institution known for
its child-centered curriculum. ® With that training he developed clear ideas
about a child’s education. He believed children “want lots of knowledge-
-look at the number of questions they ask. But they want knowledge that
they can somehow use, in their work or play or understanding of the
world around them.” ¢

The Evolution of Crow Island School

For years Washburne had been thinking about his dream school. Writing

in :LQQHWND 7KH +LVWRU\ DQG 6LJQLAFDQFH RI DQ (GX
LQ KH UHAHFWHG “:H ZDQWHG D VFKRRO WKDW ZD
educational philosophy and methods. We wanted it to be beautiful and

functional. We wanted it to be the architectural embodiment of our ideas

and ideals.”” Although progressive education had been introduced into

the Winnetka school system, the physical accommodation in the older

buildings wasn'’t ideal. There were acoustical problems due to high

ceilings and surface materials; restroom facilities were inadequate, and

DFFHVV WR FRPPRQ DUHDV ZDV GLEFXOW RU GLVUXSWI
however, arose in the late 1920s to build a new school that would embody

Washburne’s philosophy. Horace Mann School, which was considered

obsolete and was poorly located--in Winnetka's business district in the

PLGVW RI VKRSV DQG EXVLQHVYVY WUD€F ZDV VODWHG V
was to be sold by the Board of Education to the Federal Government for

XVH DV D 3RVW 2€FH

The decision was made to construct a school in a residential neighborhood
rather than the business district. In 1928, a bond issue was approved to
build a school building north of Tower Road on Grove, a “Northwest
School.” The current location of Crow Island School wasn’t considered
because the area along Willow Road and Glendale Avenue (then Linwood)
had not yet been developed. The proposed “Northwest School “ building
never was built and, due to the Depression, it wasn't until 1937 that
further thought was given to any school construction. 8

At that time, a parcel of land was purchased on Willow Road and

5 Francis Wayland Parker (1837-1902) was a founder of progressive education in the United States. Asesicientisnt

in Quincy, Massachusetts, he brought science, arts, and cra s into the curriculum and advocatetf-eupilession, socialized activity,
and a humanized, informal instruction stressing children's individuality. Children learned tabetby reading simple words, rather
than by memorization; arithmetic by manipulating objects, rather than by dealing with abssaatid geography by taking eld trips.

A er serving as supervisor of the Boston school system (1880-83), Parker was appointed principalai @@u6ty Normal School

at Chicago, which became noted for its liberalizing in uence on American education. In 1899, an endowment made fopdssib

to establish a private normal school, the Chicago Institute, which two years ¢ateebessociated with the University of Chicago, upon
his becoming the rst director of the University’s School of Education. http://www.britannica.conajbityéf-rancis-Parker. Francis W.
Parker School, founded in the Lincoln Park neighborhood of Chicago in 1901, was named for him. An exséy @dtleton Wash-
burne was published in 1952, “What is Progressive Educatio@Qint HWZHHQ +RPH DQG &RPPXQLW\ &KURQLFOH RI WKH
School, 1901-197@Marie Kirschner Stone, Editor), pages 116-126. ere is also information on the evolution of progehsoation,
with material quoting Carleton Washburne in another book by Marie Kirchner StbeeProgressive Legacy: Chicago’s Francis W.
Parker School (1901-200New York: Peter Lang, 2001.

6 Marie Kirchner Stone,Q % HWZHHQ +RPH DQG &RPPXQLW\ &KURQLFOHPRUIIBNKH J)UDQFLYV 3DUN|
7 Carleton W. Washburne and Sidney P. Marland; IQ QHWND 7KH +LVWRU\ DQG 6LJQLAFDQFH RI DQ (GXF|
ment.Englewood Cli s, New Jersey: Prentice Hall, Inc., 1963. P. 138.

8 Land for the “Northwest School” was eventually sold to the Winnetka Park District.
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Linwood for a “Southwest School.” The site where the school building
was to be located extended 340 feet along the south side of Willow and
745 feet to the south. It was contiguous with land to the west owned in
perpetuity by the Winnetka Park District.

Southwest School was named Crow Island School during the summer

of 1940. The site was a section of the Skokie Marsh called Crow Island

because the crows gathered in the branches there looking to feed on

swamp animals. Before construction of the school could take place,

KRZHYHU WKH ODQG KDG WR EH UDLVHG AYH IHH\
the Chicago & North Western Railway tracks were being depressed

(approximately a mile to the east) and where the Skokie Lagoons were

being created (roughly the same distance to the west) solved the problem,
providing the required foundation needed to build Crow Island School.

Selecting the Architect

In 1937, School Board President Robert S. Hammond appointed a

Board committee to seek, in collaboration with him and Superintendent
Washburne, “the best architectural talent for planning a new school

building.” ° Months were spent investigating, visiting school buildings,

and interviewing architects--looking at their work directly and in

pictures.’® Washburne and the Board of Education found, however,

that most architects designed schools based on the accepted patterns of

school design, and that was not what the team wanted. Ultimately, they
IRFXVHG LQ RQ DQ HVWDEOLVKHG AUP ORFDWHG

- ' . LR
Eero and Eliel Saarinen at Cranbrook consisting of one of the world’s greatest architects and his son--Eliel and
(Winnetka Public Schools Archives) (HUR 6DDULQHQ DQG D \RXQJ ORFDO AUP 3HUNI

Eliel Saarinen (1873-1950) enjoyed a reputation as Finland’s foremost
architect of his generation before moving to the United States in 1923.
He had won second place in the 1922 international competition to design
the Chicago Tribuneorporate headquarters* A trip to America followed,
and he took a position as visiting professor in architectural design at the
University of Michigan. By 1924, he had met Detroit newspaper baron
and philanthropist, George Gough Booth, who wished to establish an
DFDGHP\ RI DUW RQ ODQG KH DQG KLV ZLIH KDG S
Michigan, near Detroit. Ultimately Booth invited Saarinen to oversee the
architectural and landscape development of the 300-plus acre campus*?
Between 1932 and 1948, Saarinen headed up the Cranbrook Academy
= of Art and, between 1948 and his death, their graduate department of
i architecture and city planning. The school is noteworthy for its Arts &
Crafts buildings, for its distinguished teachers and for training some of the
FRXQWU\.V PRVW WDOHQWHG DUFKLWHFWYV DQG L
noted sculptor, Carl Milles, the ceramicist, Maija Grotell, the sculptor and

9 e 1939-40 Annual Repotists the committee members: Robert S. Hammond, Mrs. Beatrice Rothschild, Mrs. Hildegard
War eld, Dr. C. A. Aldrich, eodore Buenger and Superintendent Washburne. Winnetka Board of Educa@i8@;40 Annual Report

10 Ibid. P. 5.

NI

\% gl ] 11 Saarinen’s design powerfully in uenced one of the rst prize winners, Raymond Hood, as seen in somerof/bik lat
H ; ; . and drew praise from Louis Sullivan. Janice E. Tubergan, Crow Island 50th Anniversary Committekslé@doSchoolNational
Eliel _and Eero Saarlrlen (Wlnnetka S5HIJLVWHU RI +RégstRtidn ForthQ OckoHev 27, 1989.
Public Schools Archlves) 12 e background history is from their web site. http://cranbrookart.edu/about/history/
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Lawrence Perkins and Phil Will in an
RI¢FH SURPRWLRQ SKRWR
(Winnetka Public Schools Archives)
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furniture designer, Harry Bertoia, and designer and architect, Charles
Eames. Many of the country’s most talented artists trained at Cranbrook:
furniture and interior designers Florence Knoll and Benjamin Baldwin and
architects Harry Weese, Ralph Rapson, and Eero Saarinen, Eliel's sof®

SHUNLQV :KHHOHU :LOO zZDV D AHGJOLQJ AUP LQ
Perkins actively sought the commission of working on Crow Island

School. In his 1986 Oral History for the Department of Architecture, Art

Institute of Chicago, Lawrence Bradford Perkins (1907-1997) puzzled over

how he even got a foot in the door with Carleton Washburne. * Perkins

theuyk i wapagRrizeQause of a house he did in Winnetka for his

cousin, Robert C. McNamara,*®* who was later to become president and
FKDLUPDQ RI WKH ERDUG RI 6FRWW )RUHVPDQ WKH SX
the McNamara House was their “big, big job” and all people involved

in the Winnetka School Board were “close, close, close personal friends

of theirs.” Philip Will thought it was because of his house in Evanston,
AQLVKHG LQ WKDW VKRZHG WKHLU HQJDJHPHQW LC
architecture. Perkins added, “Of course Washburne knew my mother’s

books intimately.” Lucy Fitch Perkins was an accomplished illustrator

and writer of children’s books, and both Carleton and his wife Heluize

wrote children’s books. In addition, the Washburnes knew his sister

Eleanor as a social friend. Larry Perkins’ father, Dwight, who designed

Hubbard Woods School in 1915 and Skokie School in 1919-1922, was an
enormously well-known and highly respected school architect. This, no

doubt, played a role. Still, Perkins acknowledged, “we had all kinds of

heavyweight competition. We were decidedly lightweight.” 16

Larry Perkins describes in his oral history how he marched up to see

Carleton Washburne, “one of the brightest men | have ever known, in

DQ\ AHOG p +H SRQGHUHG WKH VHOHFWLRQ VD\LQJ 7,

| want--a school architect with a design consultant or a design architect

with a school consultant.” ¥ Washburne wrote about his reservations in

his 1963 book on Winnetka’'s school system. He told Perkins “this is to be

our dream school...We can't trust this to a group of youngsters who have

only built one house and one small church.” 8 Perkins replied, “...a young

AUP NQRZLQJ WKDW LWV IXWXUH LV DW VWDNH ZLOO
WR WKLV VFKRRO WKDQ DQ\ ROG HVWDEOLVKHG AUP F
we would not be limited by old habits but could see the problem with

fresh eyes? We would study every activity in your schools; we would read

everything you have written, we would confer with your teachers and

SULQFLSDOV :H ZRXOG AW WKH VFKRRO WR \RXU RZQ |
needs.” Washburne understood the force of what Perkins was saying,

adding, “if we could combine your zeal with the experience of a really

great architect, that would be ideal...a man like Eliel Saarinen.*® Perkins

then remembered they were friendly with the Saarinens, family friends.

In fact, the Saarinens had stayed with his family in Evanston when they

13 http://www.nytimes.com/1984/04/08/magazine/the-cranbrook-vision.html?pagewanted=all
14 Perkins, Oral History.

15 e house, located on the edge of Indian Hill Club, has been demolished.

16 Perkins, Oral History.

17 Ibid.

18 Washburne and Marland. P. 139.

19 Ibid.
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AUVW DUULYHG 2 H&Rieok)d d@€pDi@ath and said, “I think that

is something we can deliver.” A few days later he had obtained Saarinen’s
consent?! Perkins admitted in his oral history, “it was one of the most
RXWUDJHRXVY DQG VKDPHOHVYV EOXeV WKH2W , KDY
acknowledged that, “Without Saarinen, they would have been awfully

nice and very respectful but we wouldn’t have gotten the job.” %

The Architects Committee of the Board of Education drove up to

Cranbrook and spent the day with Larry Perkins and Phil Will of Perkins,

Wheeler & Will and Eliel Saarinen. ?* Perkins reported that it was a

cordial meeting. Washburne asked Saarinen if he would be interested.

His response was, “It is my business.” Perkins respectfully told Saarinen

that they would like to learn from him by partnering on “a real building

that gets built.” He said that they would do all that is “routine,” but that

"<RX DUH WKH ERVV DQG \RXU QDPH FRPHV AUVWy
supervise us.”?®

At their December 13, 1937, meeting, the Board of Education approved
WKH HPSOR\PHQW RI (OLHO 6DDULQHQ DQG WKH A
as architects for the Northwest School. It was stated in the minutes that
“Eliel Saarinen was to be recognized as the responsible senior partner in
the enterprise, including both design and engineering, Perkins, Wheeler
& Will to be recognized as junior partners in the entire enterprise, but
especially responsible for local contacts and for detailed supervision of
construction. The Committee recommends that it be understood that

in case of any question as to authority or in case of any disagreement
between Eliel Saarinen and Perkins, Wheeler & Will, the decision will rest
with Eliel Saarinen.” 26

A preliminary study for the “Northwest School” location was drawn up.

The aerial perspective published in Design in America: The Cranbrook Vision,
1925-195dllustrates a building with a central entrance and wings, but

the roofs are hipped and symmetry governs much of the design.?” Plans

ZHUH VXEVHTXHQWO\ PRGLAHG WR AW WKH &URZ ,
evolved into a modern school that indeed embodied Washburne’s vision

of progressive education.

It was clearly stated in the 1939-40Annual Reportof the Winnetka Board of

Education why the Saarinens and Perkins, Wheeler & Will were selected

to design Crow Island School. The Saarinens were chosen “because of

Eliel Saarinen’s reputation as one of the greatest architects in the world”-
FLWLQJ WKH H[FHOOHQFH RI KLV GHVLJQV IRU Wtk

20 PerkinsOral History and Betty Williams Carbol. “ e Architects)6 WLOO D 6SHFLDO 30DFH $ +LVWRU\ F
Winnetka, lllinois, 1991. For the 25th Anniversary of Crow Island School, Betty Carbowv®®HFLDO 30DFH $ +LVWRU\ RI
SchoolShe updated it for the 50th Reunion. Former student and art faculty member Betty Carbol's more okaanttinoies to

provide the most accessible and comprehensive background history of the school even thoulglindhédsibeen widely published.

21 Washburne and Marland. P. 139.

22 PerkinsOral History.

23 Ibid.

24 'LQQHWND %RDUG R (eEefbDaNI3RIQ3D L Q X W H V

25 PerkinsOral History. P. 58.

26 Ibid.

27 David G. DelLong. “Eliel Saarinen and the Cranbrook Tradition in Architecture and Urban Deegjgri in America:

The Cranbrook Vision, 1925-1958ew York: Harry N. Abrams in Association with e Detroit Institute of Arts and e Metropadin
Museum of Art, 1983. P. 66.
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in Helsinki, Finland,” his second prize in the Chicago Tribune Tower

competitionand his work at Cranbrook. 2 When visited by the Board

Committee, “the schools and other Cranbrook buildings were found to

have great functional beauty and to show mastery of form, design, and

color.” ?° Perkins, Wheeler & Will were selected “because of their own

ability, their willingness to work in collaboration with the Saarinens, to

JLYH PRQWKV RI FDUHIXO VWXG\ WR WKH VSHFLAF QHH
and to give intimate supervision to the construction.” A plus was their

having as consultant Dwight Perkins, “who had a long reputation as one

of America’s leading school architects” and had been the senior partner

RI WKH AUP 3HUNLQV JHOORZV DQG +DPLOWRQ WKDW |
and Skokie Schools®®

A Collaboration

$ UHFHQWO\ HVYWDEOLVKHG AUP 3HUNLQV :KHHOHU
consisting of one of the world’s greatest architects and his son, Eliel and

Eero Saarinen (1910-1961), were on board. They were poised to give

study to the needs of a committed Board of Education and a visionary
Superintendent; the project to build a school that embraced progressive

education was launched.

The design of Crow Island School was all about collaboration. Larry
Perkins noted that some 80 people played a role$! He remarked that:

Washburne didn’t want...an academic-plus-nothing school, the shoebox

of the past where the child was nailed into place and assailed with

OHDUQLQJ 6R ZH GHYHORSHG WKH QRWLRQ RI AQGLQJ
school to do, what the acts of teaching and learning were, and visualized

LW LQ D DFUH AHOG 2XU MRE ZaréntdyRadxyy ZDOOV DU
the pupils, ...the custodian, the brilliant activities teacher...they all came up with

good ideasThey knew what they needed and didn’t have. Will and | did

the work, and [Eliel] Saarinen oversaw everything we did. He was the

design critic.®?

Always in mind were Carleton Washburne’s “dream” and School Board

desires. When Larry Perkins was asked how he got along with the School

%RDUG KH VDLG WKDW LW “ZDV SUREDEO\ WKH AQHVW
that | have ever seen assembled for any committee purpose.” They had

WKH AQDO VD\ EXW WKH ERDUG ZDV FULWLFDOO\ DZDL
wanted.

'XULQJ WKH AUVW \HDU DIWHU WKH WHDP ZDV KLUHG ¢
solving; little drawing took place. Perkins spent time in classrooms,

observing, studying, reading, talking to teachers and students, the school

janitor--about individual and group academics and various activities and

physical things like handling coats and toileting.

28 1939-40 Annual ReportP. 5-6.
29 Ibid. P. 6.

30 Ibid.

31 PerkinsOral History.

32 Ibid.

33 PerkinsOral History.
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Frances Presler (Winnetka Public
Schools Archives)

Crow Island School, Winnetka, lllinois

In her book, 6WLOO D 6SHFLDO 30DFH $ +LVWRU\ Rl &L
lllinois, Winnetka Public Schools Archivist, Betty Carbol described

suggestions of several of the players, but added that, “The children

DQG WKHLU QHHGV ZHUH WKH AUVW FRQVLGHUDW
common denominator that made it all work.” 3

The children wanted bigger classrooms, a workroom, toilets for each
classroom so they didn’'t have to stand in line, and running water for
their art projects.* Marion Carswell, (Crow Island Principal, 1951-1955)

&URZ ,VODQG $XGLWRULXPemarked at a conference, “Crow Island Revisited,” held in 1955, 15 years

after the school was completed, “The old type of building had one set of
toilet rooms for a school of 600... Children had to line up... The classroom
was (meant to be) a homey living place, and could you live in a home
where you were lining up to go places?” She added, “the dog catchers
began taking our dogs before nine o’clock and the children said ‘If we
just had a place to tie the dogs up until the dog catchers left the school
building’.” * The children also expressed concern that they'd never get
together if they had everything in their classrooms. That bothered them.
“Were we going to have an assembly hall where we'd get together”? And
they discussed having the assembly hall and gym in the same room--
agreeing that two separate spaces were needed.

Miss Carswell noted that the auditorium for young children had to be very

F D U Hdcoastzally treated. Since in October, 1938, (concurrently with

the design being generated for Crow Island) Eliel and Eero Saarinen were
FRPPLVVLRQHG WR GHVLJQ WKH .OHLQKDQV OXVLF
WKH AUP ZDV ZHOO YHUVHG LQ DFRXVWLFDO HQJL
to acoustics in the 400-seat Crow Island assembly hall were resolved by

D FHLOLQJ DFRXVWLFDOO\ WUHDWHG WR DEVRUE
pitched to throw sound to the back of the room. Having a gym was

discussed, but it was decided that because this was to be a lower school,

they didn’t need a gym; “it had to be a big playroom.” 3" The space, which

was to be used for recreation and physical education in wet weather

and for folk dancing, rhythm, etc.® LV GHVFULEHG RQ WKH ARRI
"SOD\URRP p 7KH WHDFKHUV XQDQLPRXVO\ ZDQWH
furniture, bay windows for story hours and, like the children, a workroom

for class and individual projects. %

Frances Presler, Director of Activities for the Winnetka Public Schools,

wrote a letter to the architects relaying her vision. The letter was published

in the August, 1941, issue of theArchitectural Forum in which Crow Island

School was featured-- accompanied by photographs taken by Chicago’s

PRVW GLVWLQJXLVKHG DUFKLWHFWXUDO SKRWRJL

34 Carbol, “Everyone Helps.”
35 Jane Clarke. “Philosophy in Bri¢kland Architect November/December, 1989.
36 Crow Island Revisitetvas held June 2, 1955. In attendance were Douglas Haskell Atditibectural Forum Dr. Arthur

Rice, EditorThe Nation’s SchoalsDr. Gilbert S. Willey, Superintendent of Schools; Miss Marion Carswell, Crow Islangd?rien
Helke, Head Custodian; Miss Dorothy Gault and Miss Lucille Murray, third and h grade teactahiseets Eero Saarinen; Larry
Perkins and Phil Will; and Hal Burnett from Burnett and Logan. Burnett and Logan were an advertising rmlidviscbthat they were
in charge of advertising for Perkins & Will. e transcript for this conference is in the collection of theetia Historical Society. e
dogs the children refer to o en walked with them to school and then headed home.

37 Ibid.
38 1939-40 Annual ReportP. 15
39 Ibid. Carbol, “Classrooms.”
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commented:

The building itself shall be a place in the joy of living...a place which

permits the joy in small things of life...Above all the school must be

childlike--not what adults think of children. At the same time it should

EH GLIJQLAHG DQG SOD\IXO EXW QRW D SOD\LQJ GRZQ
warm, personal and intimate, that it shall be to each of these thousands

‘My school'...It must be inspiring--with a beauty that suggests action, not

passiveness...The school should look to the future...It should give children

DQG DGXOWV WKH IHHOLQJ RI AH[LELOLW\ SRVVLELOLW
should express inner tranquility...should give feeling of security...and...

ORGHO RI W\SLEDO FODVVURRP 52 i iEWOme-Iikenes’s...The Ii_brary | would d(_asig_nate as a plgce for
(Perkins + Will) lingering with energy’...The pioneer [room] will give opportunity for

experimentation and experiencing. 4°

The janitors wanted easy maintenance. Ben Helke, custodian at Horace

Mann (and later, Crow Island), said he wanted recessed lockers so that

classroom space wouldn't be taken up with clothing clutter. Built-in

lockers replaced traditional coatrooms and pegs in the hallways. Mr.

+HONH DOVR ZDV UHVSRQVLEOH IRU WKH ADW WRSSHG
suggesting that the front steps be heated--to keep them clear of ice and

snow.*

As preferences and wishes were voiced, Perkins drew up pictures of ideas,

showing them to the children and teachers and noting their responses.

When the art teacher said, “Let’'s make patterns of the building,” a model

of an L-shaped classroom was created by designer John Boyce of Perkins,

Wheeler & Will. The model was taken around to Horace Mann School

where the teachers, children and architects all played with it, exhibited it
$[RQRPHWULF GUDZLQJ RI awths pareroteacher association (P.T.A.¥? and School Board meetings and
FODVVURRP XQLW 3HUNL QWowed PtQ outside professionals. What evolved was a string of one-room

schools containing a large rectangular classroom and a workroom in the

“L” extension- with counter tops, sinks, gas jets for science experiments

and a small bathroom. All these needs were accommodated within

a single enclosure that met the varied requirements of Washburne’s

educational philosophy. # In a phone interview with John Boyce for the

1989Inland Architectarticle, “Philosophy in Brick,” Jane Clarke described

how this plan happened. “Boyce commented that lowering the standard

12-foot-high classroom ceiling to 9 feet, with its savings in cubic footage

(and cost) allowed for the workroom, provided light through window

ZDOOV DQG R*HUHG FKLOGUHQ D PRUH LQWLPDWH DQG
The rigid conventional classroom was totally rejected at Crow Island.

*RQH ZHUH WKH WDOO FHLOLQJY DGXOW VFDOHG URRI
The classroom design represented the antithesis of what Perkins described

as “normal” spaces that “operated on the premise that thirty children,

IRUWKZHVW ZLQJ FODVVURRPOXQLYUKW KDQGHG VDW LQ GHVNV ZLWK A[HG VHDWYV

(Hedrich Blessing) process of ingestion and regurgitation went on.” %% Betty Carbol noted
40 Frances Presler. “Letter to the Architects” in the Joseph Hudnut article “Comment on Crow |stehdV#ohetka, 117
Architectural Forum Aug. 1941; Vol. 75:2, pp. 80-81.
41 Carbol. “Everyone Helps”. Betty Carbol notes that Crow Island has 28 washrooms.
42 Clarke. P. 56. In the early discussion of school needs, the P.T.A. was brought in. ey were acstpoagdgasked if
there would be place for a P.T.A. meeting room.
43 Clarke.
44 Ibid.
45 PerkinsOral History.
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Eero Saarinen, custodian Ben Helke,
and Lawrence Perkins in the Lobby,
1955 (Winnetka Public Schools
Archives)

Crow Island School, Winnetka, lllinois

that the classroom was certainly the most important and the most used
space within the building. Clearly it received serious thought from day
one, allowing for “individuality” to be “imposed upon the space by the
varying personalities of teachers and students.”#¢ So much was designed
to meet their needs. She mentions the extensive tastefully-built storage,
the vast expanses of ponderosa pine, where papers could be tacked up
without doing damage to the walls, the well-thought-out lighting and
window walls, the wide window sills that could hold displays, books,
JDPHV DQG "FKHHU\ EORRPLQJ SODQWVu DQG WKFE
classroom that provided a separate area where group projects could be
overseen by the classroom teachef”

The Design

Larry Perkins said in his oral history that the planning of the building and
programming was “supremely uninteresting to the Saarinens.” But he
added that they did “plenty,” noting that the overall plan was “basically
3KLO-V PRGLAHG E\ (HUR p 7KH GHVLJQ WKDW HY
with separate playgrounds--isolating the intermediate, primary, and
kindergarten grades--and a central core containing the auditorium,
playroom (gym), library, and art room. Perkins referred to this central
core as the “hub of the building.” “¢ American School and Universityhe
educational profession’s magazine of plant planning and purchasing,
noted in an article on the 25th anniversary of the school that,

&URZ ,vODQG ZDV WKH AUVW VFKRRO WR EH JRQHG E
with a ‘community center’ at the core. The school was intentionally designed
to be a living, growing part of the community. 4°

Perkins noted that, “When the Saarinens came alive was after we were up

to half-inch scale elevations, then their pencils started to itch.” He added

that their contribution, which was very real and very important, was

mainly at the cosmetic level.*® Mr. Saarinen dictated that the same cornice

DV KH KDG VSHFLAHG DW WKH ,QVWLWXWH RI 6FLI
design of the front doorway, pulling it into the corner, was Eero’s. Eliel

Saarinen wanted the brick exposed and Eero selected the rosy common

brick that is used outside and in.5*

The architecture of Crow Island, accommodating the educational program

that was so carefully worked out, is as forward looking as its embodiment

of progressive education. There are no references to classical architecture

or Collegiate Gothic, as was the case with most schools that preceded it.
6WDQGLQJ RQH VWRU\ ZLWK ZLQJV VSUHDGLQJ LC
resonates with Frank Lloyd Wright's approach. Like Wright's Prairie Style
DUFKLWHFWXUH &URZ ,vODQG AWV FRPIRUWDEO\
Midwest's Usonian Houses that Wright designed from 1936 through the

46 Carbol “Classrooms”.

47 Ibid.

48 PerkinsOral History.

49 “Crow Island School - Aer 25 Yeart§PHULFDQ 6FKRRO 8QLYHUVLW\ 7KH ODJD]JLQH RI 30I
Vol. 37, February, 1965.

50 PerkinsOral History, 1974. P. 13. e brick is speci ed as “lllinois common brick, select overburned.”

51 Ibid.
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Crow Island School under
construction. View of south elevation,
ca. 1939 (Winnetka Public Schools
Archives)

(Hedrich Blessing)
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1950s, it is built of natural materials--brick, wood and glass. Eliel Saarinen
knew Wright and invited him to Cranbrook. There is a photo of the two

of them standing together, dating from 1935, in the Cranbrook archives.
Eero particularly admired Wright's work. He felt that everything down

to the smallest detail (exterior, interior, furniture, decorative accessories)
had to be part of an “organic unity” and acknowledged that he learned

this from Frank Lloyd Wright. Eero said his father felt the same way.

The low spreading wings and grouped windows at Crow Island recall

the Wrightian feeling of Eliel Saarinen’s design for Kingswood School at
Cranbrook, designed in 19295

The Modernist idiom that became popularized by the exhibition held at

the Museum of Modern Art in 1932, “The International Style,” also had

LWV LPSDFW RQ &URZ ,VODQG:-V GHVLJQ ZLWK LWV AD!'
glass and general lack of applied ornament. Notable exceptions include

Lily Saarinen’s charming ceramics, though even these are set into brick

architectural frames.%®

7KH R FHQWHU FORFN RQ WKH - WDOO FKLPQH\ ZDV (
When Boyce and Larry Perkins were visiting him at Cranbrook, Saarinen
ZDV VDLG WR VPLOH DQG VOLSSHG LW RQ KLV GUDZLQ.
that “I am not 100% functionalist.” 5¢ Controversial among Winnetkans at
AUVW ZKLPV\ ZRQ RXW DQG LW KDV EHFRPH D PXFK OF

W LV VRPHWLPHY GLEFXOW WR DFFXUDWHO\ SDUVH RX
GHFLVLRQVY HDFK DUFKLWHFW PDGH &DUOHWRQ :DVKE
issue in a 1943 letter he wrote forBrick and Tile(not published until March,

1947) in which he said, “while the major credit for design, color and

materials in the Crow Island School probably belongs to Eliel and Eero

Saarinen, since that was their major responsibility in this building, the

detailed functionalism of the building was entirely the work of Perkins &

Will.” They managed construction. %’

Common materials--brick, wood and concrete--were used in inventive

ways to be both beautiful and functional. The brick was manufactured by

Brisch Brick Company in Chicago and favored by modernist architects

LQ PDQ\ RI WKHLU EXLOGLQJY 3DWWHUQHG EULFNZRU|

1IRUWK IDoDGH DW PDLQ Hgi\ttdl flaht’s design. On the exterior, the brick geometric grid on

the chimney, the complex pattern work framing Lily Saarinen’s ceramic
animals, and the various designs of brick screening that cover the exterior
of each classroom washroom window are particularly noteworthy.

Located on the south exterior auditorium wall, a low relief model of the

52 Design in America: The Cranbrook Vision, 1925-195@troit: Detroit Museum of Arts, Metropolitan Museum of Art,
1983. e photo of Eliel Saarinen and Wright standing together at Cranbrook is in this book, which served as Cdtaloguaibition
with the same name that was held in Detroit, New York, Helsinki, Paris and London. P. 45.

53 Ibid. Pps 112-113.

54 Ibid. P. 67.

55 Lilian Swann Saarinen (1912-1995) was a sculptor. She studied under Carl Milles at Cranbrook, where she met Eero
Saarinen. ey married, divorcing in 1951.

56 PerkinsOral History.

57 Brick and Tile March, 1947. It is interesting to note that although the adjacent work room for individual progectsug

of Carleton Washburne’s vision and was articulated by Larry Perkins and Phil Will in thsiofothe school's functional needs, Eliel
Saarinen is known to have included spaces for more intimate interaction in his designs. His home at Cranhinel gitsuch an
area o their bedroom, a nook where he and his wife could enjoy breakfast. His design for the Koeheitl20@sCloverly in Grosse
Point Farms, Michigan, contains an intimate library space located in an “L” o the living room.



1940 (Hedrich Blessing)

(Hedrich Blessing)

Furniture ad for pedestal desk, ca.
1940

7\SLFDO LOQWHUPHGLDWH JW&&H

Crow Island School, Winnetka, lllinois

VFKRRO:V ARRU SODQ LV GHSLFWHG XVLQJ UDLVH
detail--both whimsical and educational. On the interior, brick features

are equally engaging. In the auditorium, double rows of bricks alternate

with rectangular cinder blocks to form a horizontal pattern, which serves

to lower the scale of the room to a child’s level. Dark red face brick, set

in vertical soldier courses, provides counterpoint to the horizontally-laid

common brick on the front stairwell. This dark red brick is also practical

as well as ornamental--used at the base of corridor walls where it would

not absorb the water and dirt from repeated washings and waxings of

DFV% 98¥VR§RRU WLOHV 7KUHH URZV RI "VWU|
the hallways These child-height projecting bands with rounded corners

prevent potential injuries caused by children scraping against the rough

surface of the brick walls.

/LJKWLQJ ZDV D VLIQLAFDQW GHVLJQ FRQVLGHUD
linear feet of windows. The window openings extend up 7’ 6-3/4". Light

entering from two sides allowed “a wonderful feeling of oneness with the
out-of-doors,” notes Betty Carbol. %8

Original window coverings were colorful draw curtains made of fabric

designed by Lily Saarinen. Unfortunately, none remain. Lighting

consultant Stanley McCandless, devised a system in classrooms using
UHFHVVHG LQFDQGHVFHQW EXOEV &ODVVURRP A
FRORUHG ARRU WLOH WR UHAHFW OLJKW /LJKW V
child height.

To accommodate the teachers’ requests for movable furniture, Eero

Saarinen and Charles Eames partnered in creating child-sized designs®

JRUP AWWLQJ PROGHG SO\ZRRG FKDLUV DQG WDE
tops were designed for the lower grades and desk-chair units with

7\SLFDO SULPDU\ JUDGH ZRdén EoridA tops for the upper grades. The tables and chairs could be

arranged to provide a variety of seating arrangements. Molded plywood
bench seating, extruded versions of the chairs, was designed for the
auditorium; it is graduated in size to provide seating for the smallest
children in front and the largest children or adults in back. Seatbacks of

all the chairs and benches were designed to accommodate proper posture.
The lllinois Craft Project of the Federal Government’s Works Progress
Administration (W.P.A.) built much of the furniture; each piece is stamped
on the bottom. The desk-chair units were produced by William Bargen of
the Welfare Engineering Company of Waukegan. Upholstered furniture,
for adult use, was designed by Eero Saarinen for the lobby. That area was
set aside as adult centered, unlike the child-focused rest of the school.
Attention was focused on use by parents and teachers.

Eero Saarinen and Charles Eames collaborated at Cranbrook in their
furniture designs until 1942, when Eames married and he and his wife

Ray Kaiser Eames moved to Los Angeles. In 1940, the Museum of Modern
Art created an exhibit, “Organic Design,” where applications of industrial

58 Carbol. “Lighting”
59 Ibid. “Furniture”.
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methods and materials were applied to physical and aesthetic needs. A

competition was held, and Saarinen and Eames’ chair designs won for

D VLJQLAFDQW LQQRYDWLRQ pD PDQXIDFWXULQJ PHWI
applied to furniture was employed to make a light structural shell

consisting of layers of plastic glue and wood veneer molded in three-

dimensional form.” ¢ This was the method used for their designs for the

molded plywood seating at Crow Island, which they experimented with

and developed prior to the “Organic Design” show. !

Artwork played an integral and enticing role in Crow Island’s original

GHVLJQ /LO\ 6ZDQQ 6DDULQHQ 1HZ <RUN VFXOSWUHV\
created 23 fanciful glazed ceramic animal sculptures that grace the private
courtyards/outdoor rooms that were designed as part of the L-shaped

FODVVURRPVY (DFK VFXOSWXUH LV VHW Re E\ D IUDPH F
Her design for ceramics in the lobby depict the story of Noah, with three

SDLUV RI DQLPDOV DQG WKH GRYH $00 RI WKH FHUDP/|
The exterior designs related to the curriculum of the grade level that

originally used the outdoor spaces. These courtyards served as little yards

IRU HDFK FODVVURRP ZLWK D ADJVWRQH SDYHG VHFW
classroom and a sunlit section planted as a garden. Hedrich Blessing

photos of the courtyards and Saarinen ceramic sculptures were featured in

Eleanor Bittermann’s 1952 book, $UW LQ ORGHUQ®$UFKLWHFWXUH

7KH AUVW MXQJOH J\P PDGH RI PHWDO SLSHV ZDV FUH
inventor Theodore Hinton in collaboration with Carleton Washburne

and North Shore Country Day headmaster, Perry Dunlap Smith. It was

brought from Horace Mann School and resided on the grounds of Crow

Island School until 201552

Crow Island was completed in 1940, on time and on budget.®* The

completed school building, as eloquently photographed by architectural

photographers Hedrich Blessing, is pristine in form, with no landscape

IHDWXUHV WKDW FDPRXADJH LWV GHVLJQ 5HAHFWLQJ
6W\OH DUFKLWHFWXUH LQ LWV ORQJ ORZ SURAOH LWV
WKH ADWQHVV RI WKH VXUURXQGLQJ ODQGVFDSH 7KH
vines and asked the landscape architects, McFadzean & Everly, to plant

low-lying shrubs and trees: sumacs, honeysuckles and various sorts of

viburnum. In August, 1940, McFadzean & Everly created a landscape

drawing of the building and grounds. % It organized the grounds into

expanses of lawn laid out like large outdoor spaces that extended the

outdoor rooms/courtyards adjacent to each classroom. The school was

to be accessed from a driveway just south of the intersection of Willow

Road and Linwood Road (now Glendale Avenue) that curved into a loop

at the front entrance (which faces Willow Road). Immediately west of

60 Eliot NoyesOrganic Design in Home Furnishing®New York, Museum of Modern Art, 1941. P. 4, 10-17.

61 Ibid. p. 11.

62 “Chapter XVI Sculpture: Ceramic. Eleanor Bittermatl W L Q 0R G H U Q New Fdtk: Rétoly Rublishing
Corporation, 1952.

63 One jungle gym was donated to the Winnetka Historical Society and has been restored in the badioyardther sets
were removed from Crow Island School in 2015 by instruction of the Board of Education.

64 e whole building, including architects’ fees, cost $288,678.68. Equipment totaled $14,520.10. Landscaping cost
$7,804.10. With the cost of the site, $46,454.10, the entire expenditure totaled $368/00/bBReport.Pp. 20-21.

65 e landscape plan was published in thi¢innetka Talkin March, 1941 and again in 1944Biuilt in U.S.A.
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the primary section was an outdoor lawn area surrounded by a path.

A second lawn area, immediately west of the intermediate section was

designated on the drawing as an “outdoor classroom.” The third lawn

area, immediately east of the intermediate section was designed to contain

a stone story ring. To the south of the school, separated by a sidewalk,

ZHUH DQ DVSKDOW SOD\JURXQG DUHD DQG D VRIW
separated the noisy playgrounds from neighborhood homes.

The Landscape

McFadzean & Everly was established in 1935, when Robert Everly,

physical education director of the Glencoe Park District, went into

partnership with John McFadzean, Superintendent of the Glencoe School

District. % At a period in time when landscape architects were also

engaged as planners, ecologists, botanists, and civil engineers, Everly,

though licensed as an engineer, would be considered a landscape architect.

Early in his career, Bob Everly worked on a surveying crew in landscape
construction, where he met Jens Jensen, who recommended him for the

MRE DV *OHQFRH:-V 'LUHFWRU RI 3DUNV -HQVHQ I
to Frederick Law Olmsted in the history of American landscape

architecture, is celebrated as founder of the “Prairie Style” of landscape

design. Using indigenous plant material, layered stonework, council

rings, meadows and sun openings, he designed landscapes for parks,
HVWDWHY DQG FDPSXVHV ,QAXHQFHG E\ -HQVHQ
signature features, McFadzean & Everly introduced into their landscape

plan for Crow Island meadows (lawns), a stone council (or story) ring,

DQG D FXUYLQJ GULYH VXUURXQGLQJ WUHHV 7KH
landscapes they called “Park Schools,” where school landscapes also were

used by park districts. Immediately adjacent to Crow Island is Winnetka

Park District land. The Winnetka Board of Education 1939-40 Annual
Reportpoints out that the McFadzean & Everly plan “makes the school

grounds continuous with Crow Island Park, and combines attractive

landscape features with suitable play areas.”” McFadzean & Everly

played an important role at Crow Island in enhancing the collaborative

philosophy shared by the Saarinens and Perkins, Wheeler & Will.®

Crow Island after 1954

To provide for a growing school-age population, Perkins & Will designed
an addition to the school in 1953; it opened in the fall of 1954%° It housed
six upper grade classrooms. Although the scale is larger, to accommodate
older children, it mimics Crow Island’s original design. With the intent of
preserving the calm, warm atmosphere characteristic of the 1940 building,
the architects used Chicago common brick and utilized the same room

66 Benjamin Historic Certi cations, LLCandscape Interview, Land Design Collaborative,,|Beptember 4, 2015. Danielle
Euer interviewed James C. Gamble, founder, in 1986, of Land Design Collaborative, Incorporated, Eva880, the rm acquired
McFadzean & Everly. Bruce Everly reviewed Jim Gamble’s comments before they were sent to Daniellelgube Init was Mc-
Fadzean & Everly and Rose. William E. Rose, a landscape architect, le the rm a er about two years.

67 1939-40 Annual ReportP. 1.
68 Benjamin Historic Certi cations, LLCandscape Interview, Land Design Collaborative,.Inc
69 A bond issue was rst proposed in 1952 to enlarge the school; alterations were proposed taothén slioh District to

bring them up to date.
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han 4
Corridor/Activities area in the 1954
addition (Winnetka Public Schools
Archives)

. WS N,
DGGLWLRQ ZRUNURRP
(Winnetka Public Schools Archives)
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layout, designing L-shaped classrooms with workrooms, southwest

corner windows and adjacent outdoor courtyards. Located west of the

SOD\URRP J\PQDVLXP WKH ZLQJ UHWDLQV WKH FRQAUJX
community core surrounded by classroom wings. It continues the policy

of zoning the school by age groups.

Once the addition was complete, it was immediately compared to the

RULJLQDO VFKRRO EXLOGLQJ DQG WKH GL*HUHQFHV ZH
“Crow Island Revisited,” was held June 2, 1955, with participants

including editors of architectural and educational journals, the district

superintendent, the school’s principal and several teachers, and the

architects--Eero Saarinen, Larry Perkins and Phil Will. This was followed

by an article in the October, 1955 Architectural Forum it assessed and

illustrated the changes, comparing features in the 1940 school with those

in the addition.

High praise was lavished on the original school at both the conference
DOG LQ WKH DUWLFOH EXW PDQ\ VXEVWDQWLDO GLeHL
greeted with enthusiasm. In the introduction, the Architectural Forum
article states that the assessment began “with a revisit to the most
LQAXHQWLDO VFKRRO RI PRGHUQ WLPHV &URZ ,VODQG
1940 school that marks the dividing line between the old-time elementary
schools and the new.””® Then begins the critique. Sun and sky glare
were a problem in the original building, but there were drapes and
later blinds, and the school was built at a time when visual aids were
not used extensively.” To remedy this problem, Perkins &Will designed
the classrooms with deep roof overhangs. Architecturally, this was a
successful unifying factor and helped with sky glare, but did not eliminate
VXQ JODUH 7KH UHFHVVHG OLJKWLQJ ZDV UHSODFHG E
7KH RSLQLRQ zZDV YRLFHG WKDW "WKH\ JLYH D XQLIRUT
atmosphere”; the custodian found them to be “dust catchers.” Instead
of a heat-ventilator in the ceiling (which saved space but caused gusts),
window units were installed on the sills. These alleviated the gusting
lem but removed the sill space, which teachers and children used for
plants and displays. The article praised the cooperative feelings generated
by groups who used the corner window seats and the comfortable
height for the older students, though notes that the higher seats “detract
somewhat from the indoor-outdoor space more emphasized in the older
wing.” ”® Incorporating work areas in the self-contained classrooms was
noted as “still among nicest examples of class-project space in existence™
There is a bathroom at the far end of each workroom, as in the original
building, but there is no closet, and the bathroom entrance is oriented to
provide greater privacy.

The Architectural Forumarticle discusses the corridor lounges and the
hallways. Perkins & Will created a second area that is comparable to

70 “Schools: a look backward and forwatac¢hitectural Forum October, 1955.

71 In “Crow Island revisited:, head custodian, Ben Helke, noted that they liked the drapiezies B8 years they deterio-
rated from sun rot and were replaced by Venetian blinds, which was a mistake. No draperies remain.

72 Architectural Forum October, 1955.

73 Ibid.

74 Ibid.
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WKH IR\HU OREE\ LQ WKH RULJLQDO VFKRRO \HW
the original space, slender vertical supports hint at a sense of enclosure.

The common space in the new wing is divided into two areas by a
IUHHVWDQGLQJ AUHSODFH WKDW KDV D KHDUWK R
on the other.

However critical the architectural assessment of Crow Island’s addition

was in the 1955Architectural Forum the article is eloquent in its praise for

the school. It noted that “in 1955 Crow Island appears, if anything, more
VLIQLAFDQW WKDQ LW GLG \HDUV DJR WKH P
Island in 1955 is the lessons it can still teach. Mainly these are lessons

in atmosphere, compounded partly of scale, partly of materials, partly

of detailing, infused with a loving patient perfection, inspirited by the

civilized, humanizing values of calmness and warmth.” 7

In 1965, $PHULFDQ 6FKRRO 8QLYHUVLW\ 7KH ODJD]L
Purchasingdiscussed “Crow Island School - After 25 Years.” It had similar

AMERICAN SUDLVH IRU WKH VFKRRO:V DUFKLWHFWXUDO DQG

SCHOOL & :

UNIVERSITY | $V &URZ ,VODQG 6FKRRO LQ :LQQHWND ,00LQRLV
' - of use, it is living proof of how well its spirit has endured for its own

generation and for those yet to come. The inspiration of the building’s

creators--the educators and architects who gave many hours of

penetrating thought and analysis to discover what this school should be-

-brought forth a school in the year 1940 that was advanced in educational

concept, and so it remains today.”®

Crow Island began to evolve immediately after it opened. As early as 1942,
the Winnetka Children’s Museum was created on the lower level of the
school. It was organized and directed by Frances Presler, who also created
the school’'s Pioneer Room. It featured exhibits with accompanying
museum games, worktables and items available to circulate in the school
S TR rooms; all public and private schools were invited to make use of the

February 1965 article in American museum.” It is believed that the museum remained downstairs until 1974,
School and University, :Crow Island when the school library was moved to the lower level and re-visioned as
School - After 25 Years . o

the Resource Center. At that point the museum moved upstairs into the
space formerly used by the library. The museum cases were moved back
downstairs sometime in the early 1990s, when the space was needed for
use as a music room?’®

The Resource Center opened in 1974 at one end of the school’s lower
level, in an area that had been used for a woodworking and crafts center

as well as for the museum and storage. Perkins & Will (today Perkins

+ Will) were hired for the reconstruction of the area under the direction

of William Brubaker. The special equipment designers were Curtis and
Smith Associates from Massachusetts. The Resource Center houses books
but also serves as a center for activities and equipment that enriches
accomplishments in the classroom. Immediately after it was completed,

75 Architectural Forum October, 1955.

76 $PHULFDQ 6FKRRO 8QLYHUVLW\ 7KH 0DJD]L Qdéussed3 OrbvQsnd SchIQA&J DQG ¢
25 Years!” Vol. 37. February, 1965.

77 “Winnetka Children's Museum is Set Up at Crow Island Sclifinlietka Talk November 19, 1942.

78 Beth Hebert. E-mail to Susan Benjamin dated February 7, 2016.
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the Resource Center was awarded a citation for excellence of design by the
lllinois School Board Association and the American Association for School
Administration. ™

Publications and Awards
Crow Island School has, over the years, been extensively published and
received many awards. In May, 1943, (during World Warll) /RRN ODJD]LQH

7KH :L Q QHWND &KLO G UH Q publiskadax Rrticle titled “The School of Tomorrow: Sunlit, streamlined

on the lower level (Winnetka Public and unregimented, it is the seed bed of democracy, indispensable to
Schools Archives)

winning the Peace.”® Crow Island was featured in a Museum of Modern
$UW AIWLHWK DQQLY H U VABtih\Pidgicdstat \wpeme@MayL W O H G
24 and ran until October 22, 1944. Photographs of the building were
included in the architecture portion of the show, labeled Built in U.S.A.:
1932-44.The 128-page book that accompanied the architectural exhibit
included 47 buildings selected as “outstanding examples of Contemporary
American architecture.” 8 Various types of buildings designed by
architects including Frank Lloyd Wright, Walter Gropius, Marcel Breuet,
Edward Durrell Stone, Albert Kahn, Philip Johnson, George Howe and
William Lescaze, Richard Neutra, and Skidmore, Owings & Merrill were
also featured.®?

, Q &URZ ,vODQG ZDV VHOHFWHG E\ AIW\ DUFKLWHF
among all buildings and 1st among all schools in an Architectural Record

SROO WR QDPH WKH "PRVW VLJQLAFDQW EXLOGLQJV LC
architecture in America.”

In 1965, Crow Island was selected by the American Institute of Architects
for its coveted 25 year award. The Citation, dated June 21, 1971, states
“A landmark in design for educators which demonstrates that an

ingﬁﬂéd educational philosophy can be translated into an architecture of
continuing functions and beauty...In recognition of the vision and foresight
of an enlightened client, the Winnetka, lllinois, Board of Education and
Superintendent of Schools Carleton Washburne, and their architects
Perkins, Wheeler & Will and Eliel and Eero Saarinen, the Institute honors a
project that remains as visible today as when it was built.” 8

$[RQRPHWULF GUDZLQJ RI
Resource Center addition (Winnetka
Public Schools Archives)

In 1989, Crow Island was listed in the National Register of Historic Places.

Avyear later, it was elevated to the status of National Historic Landmark.

1+/-v DV WKH\ DUH JHQHUDOO\ FDOOHG DUH QDWLRQL
places designated by the Secretary of the Interior as possessing exceptional

value or quality in illustrating or interpreting the heritage of the United

States. There are currently just over 2,500 historic places that bear this

79 e information on the Resource Center is from Carbol, “ e Resource Center”.

80 “ e School of Tomorrow: Sunlit, streamlined and unregimented, it is the seed bed of demaedispensable to win-

ning the Peace/ R R N 0 D J M3y, [DHB. is article picked Crow Island as the kind of school geared to the millions of children who
would be educated in the postwar world.

81 Philip L. Goodwin, “Prefac®&Uuilt in U.S.A.: 1932-1944Edited by Elizabeth Mock. New York: e Museum of Modern

Art, 1944. Pp. 6-8.

82 Ibid.

83 Architectural RecordSeptember 1956, 238. It is also important to note that the rm of Perkins & Will went on to special-
ize in school architecture and designed hundreds of school buildings worldwide as a result of the succesafCdesigland.

84 “ e American Institute of Architects Citation”. Copy in the collection of the Winnetkatéfigal Society.
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national distinction. & By comparison, there are 90,000 places listed in the
National Register.5¢

&URZ ,vVODQG 6FKRRO VWDQGYVY WKH WHVW RI WLPI
celebrate reunions. Educators continue to study its role in the evolution

of progressive education. And architects lavish praise on the school’s
EHDXWLIXO GHVLJQ DQG ZRUOG ZLGH LThéNetw QF H
Schoal published in English, German and French, focuses on Modern

schools worldwide. His fourth edition, published in 1966, includes photos

and material on 37 schools. Ten are located in the United States. The

IDWLRQDO +LVWRULF /D Q GRriddtMra&riah%thdeMeatured is Crow Island.

entrance (BHC)

In 2015, Crow Island School celebrated its 75th Anniversary. It was a gala
event, with teachers, former students, and administrators coming from

all over the world to enjoy each other, reminisce and join the thousands
of educators, architects, historians and fellow graduates who value this
“beloved icon of progressive school design.” &

85 “National Historic Landmark” http://www.nps.gov/nhl/
86 “National Register of Historic Places.” http://www.nps.gov/nr/research/
87 Zach Mortice. “Why Don't All Schools Look Like is OnePhe Atlantic Citylab October 9, 2015. http://www.citylab.

com/design/2015/10/why-dont-all-schools-look-like-this-one/408886/
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National Register of Historic Places Registration Form, later
submitted as the National Historic Landmark Nomination

Form

MPS Form 10-800
(R, 8-88)

United States Department of the Interior

National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Registration Form

NATIONAL HISTORIC LANDMARK NOMINATION

~y

| 75C

SEP 10193

OME No. 10240018

N AT HNF

This form ls for use in nominating or requesting determinations of eligibllity for individual properties or districts, s.o Irll!ruoﬂuu in Guidelines

for Completing National Register Forms (National Register Bulletin 18), Complets sach item by
the requested Information. If an Item does not apply to the proparty being documented, enter 'N/A™ for

marking "'x" In the appropriate box or by entering
for "“not applicable." For functions, styles, materials,

and areas of significance, enter only the categories and subcategories listed in ths Instructions. For additional space use continuation shests

(Form 10-000a). Type all entries.

1._Name of Property

historlc name Crow Island School

other names/site number NA
2. Locatlon
strest & number 1112 Willow Road not for publication
clty, town Winnetka vicinity
state  Illinois code IL county Cook code 031 2ip code 60093
3. Claealfication
Ownership of Property Category of Property Number of Resources within Property
|| private buliding(s) Contributing Noncontributing
public-local || district ] bulldings
public-State L_lalte sltes
[J public-Federal [ structure structures
[Jobject objects
1 0 Total

Name of nlatoh?Amult!plo property listing:

Number of contributing resources previously
listed In the National Reglster

NA

4__State/Federal Agency Certification
As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1868, as amended, | hereby certify that this

nomination

Na%of Historlo Plgoe
s ol

|_|does mot meet the National Reglster criterla,

request for determination of eligibllity meets the documentation standards for registering properties In the
and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth In 38 CFR Part 80.
[ see mununlo%m.

=/(3-97

Signature of cedlitying officlal '
I11inoi{s Historic Preservation Agency

Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

In my opinion, the property [CImeets [ does not meet the National Reglster criteria. [] see continuation sheet.

Signature of commenting or other official

Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

5. Natlonal Park Service Certification

I, hereby, certify that this property ls: f

entered in the National Register. [ / [ g 74
I:] See continuation sheet. fﬁt M"_JJ‘:

[T determined eligible for the National
Register. [_] See continuation sheet.

m{)a?jﬂl

Dde!erminsd not eligible for the
National Register.

I:[ramnvnd from the Natlonal Register.

[ other, (explain:)

—é;l Signature of the Keeper

Date of Action
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6. Function or Use

Historic Functions (enter categories from instructions) Current Functions (enter cal ies from instructions)
Education / School Education / School :
7. Description
Architectural Classification ) Materials (enter categories from instructions)
(enter categories from instructions)
. foundation concrete
Modern movement / International Style walls brick, limestone
wood
roof asphalt
other steel, terra cotta
glass

Describe present and historic physical appearance.

Crow Island School is located on the southwest corner of Willow Road and Glendale Avenue
(originally Linwood Road), Winnetka, Cook County, Illinois. The building is a flat
roofed, one story, common brick and redwood, multi-windowed, steel frame structure that
incorporates the functionalism, simplicity, and flexible planning of the International
Style. Designed by the firms of Eliel and Eero Saarinen and Perkins, Wheeler & Will
under the direction of progressive educator Carleton W. Washburme, then Superintendent
of Winnetka Public Schools, it has served as a public grammar school and preschool

since it opened in 1940. This early example of the winged school building has excellent
integrity in terms of its setting, design, materials, workmanship, apd function as. a
child-oriented environment. The school faces north on its original site, with Crow Island
Woods on the west border and landscaped grounds that serve as an extension of the school.

The site for thed school was chosen because it bordered Crow Island Woods, an area which
would provide teachers with an ideal place for art and nature studies. Crow Island

School architect, Larry Perkins, observed that, "the real boundary of the classroom is

the edge of the woods." The design of the site is a product of its functional use as

a school. It was originally unusable swamp, part of the Skokie Marsh, located near a

high spot, "Crow Island," where birds found refuge. Reclaimed by using landfill

excavated from two local WPA projects—-the track depression for the Chicago and
Northwestern Railroad in downtown Winnetka and the Skokie Lagoons Project—-the ground was
raised five feet. The building rests on spikes and pads sunk to the level of solid ground.

[X] see continuation sheet
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8. Statement of Significance
Certitying official has considered the significance of this property in relation to other properties:
KX nationatty  [_]statewide [Jtocaity

Applicable National Register Criteria [XJA [X]B [X]Jc [ JD NHL Criteria: 1, 2, and &

Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) [ JA [ 18 [Jc [Ip e [IF [lea

Areas of Significance (enter categories from instructions) Period of Significance Significant Dates
Architecture 1940 1940
Education 1955

NHL Theme: XVI-U Architecture: International

XXVII: Education Cultural Affiliation
B: Elementary, Intermediate, Secondary

6: Objectives, Curricula,Methodology

Significant Person Architect/Builder
ashburne, Carleton Wolsey, 1889-1968 Saarinen, Eliel and Eero
Perkins, Wheeler, and Will

State significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted above.

Crow Island School meets Criteria B and C and Criteria Consideration G for listing

in the National Register of Historic Places. Since its opening in September of 1940,
Crow Island School has had a profound and lasting effect on both school architecture
and educational philosophy as embodied in the tenets of Winmnetka Public Schools
Superintendent, 1919-1943, Carleton Washburne, a national and international leader in
the field of progressive education. Appearing between the general building hiatus in
the 1930's caused by the Great Depression and the subsequent dearth of building during
World War II, Crow Island School served as a model of a modern progressive school for
the building boom that accompanied the baby boom after the war. The reputation of
architects Eliel and Eero Saarinen gave the school great credibility as well as great
design. The energy of Perkins, Wheeler and Will, later Perkins and Will, spread the
design throughout the country with their many school commissions. The national
reputation of Carleton Washburne focused attention on the only school built under his
direction during the twenty-four years he was superintendent in Winnetka. Crow Island
School has been featured in prestigious architectural and educational journals over

the years, has won awards and/or recognition in both fields, has been included in
textbooks on progressive education and pertinent architectural surveys, and has
influenced the educational approach and architectural design of many schools nationwide
and even internationally. Just as the building itself is a marriage of form and function,
so its impact has been a product of both its architectural and educational merits.

At the time it was built in 1940, the initial design was understood to be important in
both these areas. Crow Island School has continued to serve as a landmark to educators
and architects alike for close to fifty years, and deserves an official designation

as such.

[X] see continuation shest
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9. Major Bibliographical References

Bach, Ira J., Chicago's Famous Buildings. Chicago: Univ of Chicago Pr., 1980

Benjamin, Susan S., Architectural Album: Chicago's North Shore. Evanston, Il.:
Junior League of Evanston, 1988.

Carbol, Betty Williams. The Making of a Special Place: A History of Crow Island
School, Winnetka, Illinois. Evanston, IL.: Advanced Reproductions, 1980.

"Carleton Washburne." Parents Magazine, vol 12, May 1937, p. 98.

Christ-Janer, Albert. Eliel Saarinen, Finnish-American Architect and Educator.
Chicago: Univ. of Chicago Pr., 1979. s

"Crow Island Elementary School." School Managgment, vol. 15:8, August 1971, p.32-33.
_—% continuation sheet
Previous documentation on file (NPS):

Dprlllminury determination of Individual listing (38 CFR 87) Primary location of ldditlontl data:
has been requested . ("] state historic preservation office
previously llsted In the Nltinnui Reglister Other State agency
previously determined eligible by the National Register Federal agency
deaignated a National Historlc Landmark [ Local government
|:'| recorded by Historic American Bulldings CJuniversity
Survey # X other
r It
Dg.c:;crldlc; by Historic American Engineering s,?gf,""x : f“nc? rYS chool; Winnetka Historical

Museum; Winnetka Public Library

10._Geographical Data
Acreage of property _> Acres

UTM References

AlL,6] (4]4,0136,0] [4.616:111.610 BlLud 414,005,0,0] [4,616,1[1,6,0]
Zone  Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing
c(16] [4/40/490) 461601(9,40] DlLLd 414,013,6,0] 14:616:019:210

[C] see continuation sheet

Verbal Boundary Description

Crow Island School, 1112 Willow Road, Winnetka, (REI #05020303001) consists of lots
48 through 70 of the Alles' Sunset Subdivision of the N.E. quarter of the S.W.
quarter of Section 20-42-13 recorded July 2, 1926 (Doc. #9237144) in the East half
of the Southwest quarter, Section 20, Township 42, Range 13, East of the third

principle meridian in Cook County, Illinois. E]SOOGOMMU!ﬂOHIh.ﬂ

Boundary Justification
The Crow Island School grounds bordered by streets on the north, south, and east,

and Crow Island Woods on the west have historically been considered the boundaries
of the school.

[ see continuation sheet

11. Form Prepared By
nameftitle _Janice E. Tubergen

organization __Crow Island 50th Anniversary Committee date July 15, 1989
street & number __278 Ridge Avenue telephone _(312) 441-6712, 446-7736
city or town Winnetka gtate _L1linois zlp code _60093

*U.8.GPO:1988-0-223-818
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NPS Form 10-800-a OMB Approval No. 1024-0018

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Continuation Sheet

Section number _7___ Page __2 Crow Island School

The grounds were professionally landscaped with now mature
trees and shrubbery. Robert Everly, a park superintendent, and
John McFadzean, a playground dlrector, from the neighboring
community of Glencoe were consulted to lay out an ideal plan for
the planting, 1lawns, and playgrounds to create a park-like
setting that has changed very little over the years. The main
entry to the school 1s separated from Willow Road by a large
triangular area of grass and the circle driveway approached from
a lane off Glendale Avenue. Paved and stone walkways connect the
various playgrounds around the building. Each classroom has a
courtyard area. Shallow stone steps and a low stone wvall lead
from the playground area near the north west wing to the sidewvalk
on Willow Road, where the low wall continues along the sidewvalk
curving back to the northeast corner of the wing. Open air space
for classrooms is provided by an original open stone clircle on
the east side of the southeast wing. A four-tiered stone semi-
circle between the northwest and southwest wings and a brick
paved patio on the east side of the southwest wing, both added in
1955, provide more open air space. An outdoor stage near the
semicircle was removed when the addition went on 1in 1955.
Separated from surrounding residential areas by berming and trees
along the south border and back half of the east border, Crow
Island is a neighborhood school within walking distance for most
students.

Each of the four wings has its own playground area and
equipment located near the end of the wing. The playgrounds at
the end of the southeast wing and on the east side of the
kindergarten wing have examples of the first Jjungle gym, a
forerunner in functional recreational equipment, designed by
Winnetkan Theodore Hinton. Saarinen designed the hexagonal
sandbox for the northwest wing, now the preschool playground.
Between the school and its south border are a large paved game
area and a grass playing fleld. Some playground equipment and
landscaping has been updated or replaced, partial chain link
fences surround some of the equipment in the preschool and
kindergarten (northeast wing) playgrounds, and the playground for
the 1955 wing was added, but overall the original layout and
landscaping has remained intact.
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The four classroom wings are organized around a central
building containing the common rooms of the school. The central
building is rectangular in plan with 1its length extending east-
west on the slte. The north elevation of the central block is
divided vertically into two zones. The eastern zone is one half
the length of the western zone and contains the main entrance to
the building.

The main entrance 1is set wunder an overhang between the
chimney on the west and the kindergarten wing on the east. On the
wvest side are three sets of sky-blue doors with three glass
panels, transoms, and child-height hardware. The east side is
balanced by a high, narrow band of windows set in large blocks of
stack bond 1Indiana limestone with a limestone bench along the
bottom. Entrance is gained from the excavated circular drive-up
by a £flight of seven broad, shallow steps, heated for safety in
winter. The bright blue doors 1like the other whimsical touches
in the school are meant to appeal to youngsters, drawing them
inward. Other examples of these "whimsical" touches include Eliel
Saarinen's off-center metal clock on the chimney, the 23
sculptural animal tiles in glazed ceramic designed by Lily Swann
Saarinen which dot the exterior of the building, and the later
addition of a fanciful welded crow sculpture located in front of
the northeast corner of the preschool school wing.

A fifty foot tall, four foot wide, and twenty-five foot deep
chimney comprises the strong vertical element of the building and
divides the north face 1into two zones. Spiring above the flat
roof, the chimney has a grid pattern of 24 £five-foot squares
formed by 1lines of recessed bricks on its east face. The
horizontal lines of the gridwork wrap around the f£front to form
bands on the north face of the chimney where an off-center metal
clock extends over the west edge near the top. The gridwork
pattern continues for one square on the west side of the chimney,
after which are the metal rungs to climb to the top. The chimney
is the most identifiable element of the school, almost like a
fifth wing extended vertically.
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The western zone of the north facade of the core building is
divided horizontally into three sections. The lowest section
contains the raised basement with eight evenly spaced windows at
the ground 1level. The fenestration of the first floor is a band
of industrial steel windows with brown frames. The band is
interrupted three times, once in the center of the zone by a
broad brick pier, and by two other piers approximately six feet
to either side of the center one. Each pier is approximately
three feet wide. The highest section of the facade 1is set far
back from the lower two. The extra helght of this section is
required to house the auditorium and play room. A band of
windows runs along the west half of this section. The northwest
wing, presently the preschool wing attaches perpendicularly to
the core building at the west end of the the front facade.

The east side of this preschool wing facing the circle drive
is fronted by a low brick wall with a cast concrete planter and
seven shallow steps on the north end. Behind these is a raised
asphalt area partially covered by a deep, exposed concrete beam
overhang. The overhang 1is supported on the south by the core
building and on the north end by two slender steel columns and an
extended brick wall. There are four separate sets of evenly
spaced, blue double doors set about six inches out from the wall.
Each has glass panels, transoms, and side panels. This covered
area gives the preschool wing a practical entrance and play area
as well as adding texture and depth to the building. More
contrasting texture is added by the brown-stained, vertical
redwood panelling which covers this face. The supporting brick
wall on the north end shields this area from Willow Road and is
decorated with 20 evenly spaced glass bricks that allow more
light into the sheltered space.

The west side of the preschool wing is a spine with four
separate classroom wunits attached to it. These units are shaped
like backwards "L's" with the narrower bottom running parallel to
the spine of the building and the top 3Jjutting out. Each
extended area has a glass panelled, transomed door in the
southeast corner and bands of four-tiered windows extending
across the south face and across the west face to within three

feet of the northwest corner. The north wall of each ell is
windowless, affording a private courtyard area for each
classroom. The fenestration on the lower part of the ell

parallel to the spine consists of a band of two-tiered windows
and a separate, narrow, lavatory window close to the windowless
wall of the adjoining classroom. A brick lattice covers this

window.
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The entire southeast wing of the school consists of this
same arrangement of a spine with four classroom units attached to
the west face and mirror image units attached to the east face.
on the south end of this wing is a set of double doors, with
glass panels and transoms, which are flanked by narrow windows
with brick latticing. The wing perpendicularly abuts the core
building on the southeast corner.

The west side of the southwest wing of the building, added
in 1955, 1is also arranged in the same fashion with five
classrooms adjoining the spine. The windowless wall on the north
side of the ell extends out about two feet and supports an
overhang over the west facing windows. An elght inch vertical
redwood coursing above the window meets the overhang. The
fenestration on the lower part of the ell, parallel to the spine,
consists of a band of three-tiered windows all the way across
with no lavatory window. One mirror image classroom is on the
southeast end of the wing. The rest of the east face of the wing
consists of a wall of windows with single solid brown doors at
either end. This windowed area has a slight overhang and an
eleven foot wide brick patio in front of it. The doors at the
south end of the wing are 1like those on the south end of the
southeast wing. This wing joins the original core building along
the west side and is perpendicular to the south face. A set of
double doors 1is found also at the north end of the wing.

The south elevation, or back, of the core building like the
front is divided vertically into two zones. it is taller than
the wings to accommodate the playroom and auditorium in the
school. The east zone is windowless with a double set of solid
doors in the center. Separating the two zones in the middle of
the back wall 1s a raised brick floorplan of the building
approximately five feet high and to scale. The west zone which
comprises about half of the building face has a band of windows
at the top and evenly spaced windows at the bottom for the
basement, or lower level. A greenhouse window and entrance to
the basement, both added in 1975, are in the center of this zone.

The northeast or kindergarten wing is approximately half the
length of the other two original wings and is rectangular in
shape. It is attached perpendicularly to the middle of the core
building's east end and extends northward. The south half of the
east end of the core building is a wall of windows with a
driveway access to the lower level underneath.
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The north and south elevations of the kindergarten wing each
have two evenly spaced windowed areas with the window area on the
east twice as large as the window area on the west. The east
elevation has an entry area in the middle flanked by a large
evenly spaced window area on elther side. The entry area
consists of two single doors that open 1iIn opposite directions
with twvo evenly spaced, single rectangular windows between. An
overhang is supported by two extended brick walls each with three
square niches facing the doors. The entry area is covered with
vertical redwood panelling and the windows are covered by redwood
slats. The doors open onto the paved playground area.

The west side of the kindergarten wing has a blue double
door with glass panels and transom in the south corner approached
by the main entry steps. Two evenly spaced windowv areas are
north of the door. An equal area, north of the windows to the
corner of the wing, is solid except for two rectangular grills,
one above the other, near the northernmost window. Evenly spaced
basement windows are on the south, west, and north sides of the
building. The north end also has an excavated stairway to the
basement. This wvas added in 1966 along with a curving, low brick
wall which extends from the northwest corner of the wing and
follows the 1line of the drivewvay. Topped with a cast concrete
ledge as is the wall in front of the preschool entrance that it
faces, it blends with the architecture and provides a safety
feature, separating the kindergarten playyard £from the busy
driveway which enters the circle from a lane off Glendale Avenue.

Quiet detail pervades the brickwork in the building. Sailor
coursing along the roofline, the indented gridwork on the
chimney, indented patterns around the glass blocks on the
extension of the north wall of the northwest wing, and soldier
stack bonding at the south end of the southwest wing entryway
enrich the wvisual texture of the building. The brick latticing
over lavatory windows changes pattern on different sides of the
wings. The Lily S8wann Saarinen animal tiles which vary in size

and shape are set with different brickwork patterns and
detailing. Because of a firing error when the first tiles wvere
made, the sculptress never finished the number of tlles
originally planned. Decorative brickwork instead £ills these
niches.
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The many walls with steel framed windows are a dominant
architectural feature. The windows are tiered rectangular panes
of glass, set horizontally, with narrow metal £frames painted
brown. They vary in height by number of tlers and in width by
number of units run together. In almost all groupings most of
the windows are fixed lights. Some of the lower ones open inwvard

and upper ones open outward for ventilation. The windows flood
the school with light as do the flat skylights over the hallways
and in the windowed corners of the original classrooms. The

skylights have round interior openings in the original wings and
in the 1955 wing hallways they have a flat, rectangular shape.

Functional design, 1light, and use of exposed brick and
vertical wood panelling continue inside Crow Island School. Use
of acoustical materials to allow interaction at a manageable
noise level and interior £ittings that are scaled to the
children's size are key elements in the design. The architects
followed the direction of the educators to insure that
"everywhere children and what they do shall be the adornment of

the structure." (Architectural Forum, August, 1941, p. 80)

A single classroom model was designed before any thought was
given to the layout of the building. The classrooms are self-
contained, backward L-shaped units with the maln area of about 23
by 32 feet. The art and science alcoves, comprising the bottom of
the ell, have a sink, a counter with windows over it for natural
light, a gas jet for science exper iments, and a washroom and
drinking fountain scaled to the age of the children using them.
The main area is a flexible space extending outward with two
walls of windows and window benches under them for individual and
smaller group projects. There were no fixed desks as was common
in existing schools. The black boards and light switches are at
heights appropriate for the age group in the classroom, as are
the bathroom fixtures. The ceilings are low (under 9 1/2 feet)
for intimacy and acoustically treated. Hidden incandescent
lighting in the o0ld wings, designed by expert Prof. Stanley
McCandless of Yale University Drama School, and florescent light
in the new wing add to all the natural light provided by the
windows. The light colored asphalt tile over the reinforced
concrete foundation also reflects 1light as well as absorbing
sound and providing easy maintenance.
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The interlior partitions are of brick or steel frame covered
with vertical ponderosa pine panelling. This not only adds to
the quietness of the building, but the panelling treated only
with min-wax 1is light reflecting and easy to maintain. Children
may tack their work to the surface which will swell back over
tack holes when treated with warm water. The natural beauty of
the wood is enhanced by use. Hidden storage cupboards along one
vhole panelled wall of the classroom, storage areas in the window
benches on two walls, and cupboards and drawers under the art
counters keep the rooms open and uncluttered for work.

Recessed 1lockers in the hallway replace the traditional
coatroom or pegs that ate up classroom space. The vertical pine
panelling for tacking up artwork, the 1light asphalt tile floor
reflecting light from the celling skylights, and the acoustical
treatment of the ceiling and parts of the walls make the
corrlidors of the classroom wings a pleasant access and unified
transition to the shared areas 1in the core building of the
school. The hallway in the core building 1s natural brick with
rounded corners and three child-high strips of wood to protect
children from scrapes.

By the main entrance across from the auditorium the hallway
videns to a 1lobby with a bank of windows facing east and a
flexible space large enough for meetings and social gatherings.
More of the animal sculpture ceramic tiles are found on the
walls. Slender steel columns and exposed steel ceiling beams set
this area off. At either end of the core bullding hallway, wide
stalrways surrounded by low brick walls, metal rallings and open
brick columns for light lead to facilities in the lower level of
the building.

These shared or community areas 1in the core building
originally included an auditorium, a playroom (a gymnasium
encouraging "non-competitive" games), an art room, a library and
school offices on the main level. The lower 1level contained a
shop and sclence room, a music room, a pioneer room (patterned
after an 1860's 1log cabin 1in southern Illinois), a museum, a
visual education room, a bicycle room accessible from an outdoor
ramp, and teacher activity areas as well as some storage.
Details 1like the cozy fireplace in the original 1library and a
nurse's office with a 1long, narrow hall the exact length needed
for eye tests abound 1in these areas, agaln attesting to the
functionality of the design.
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The auditorium 1is acoustically perfect and seats 400
students. The Saarinens designed the Kleinhans Music Hall in
Buffalo, New York, shortly before working on Crow Island, and
brought to the auditorium many of the acoustical, 1lighting, and
design features that made Klienhans "one of the works of art in
contemporary design." (Christ-Janer, Ellel Saarinen, p. 92) The
irreqular stage, the unbalanced sides of the room, and the curved
plaster ceiling bring elements of intimacy and surprise to the
room. Strips of the natural brickwork in the acoustically
paneled walls, light oak veneer on the curved stage wall, and
varnished plywood benches add a continuity to the rest of the
building as well as a functlonal beauty. The benches are molded
to f£fit a child's back and graduated in size for children from
small to 1large as they proceed wup the 1incline to back of the
auditorium.

Eero Saarinen designed the auditorium benches as well as
the original bonded plywood furniture used throughout the school,
a style which he 1later refined, with Charles Eames, into award
winning adult plywood furniture. The 1light, economical chairs,
tables, desks, and benches as well as upholstered pieces for the
lobby and library were manufactured by the WPA. Lily Swann
Saarinen, Eero's wife at the time, designed the bright print used
in the curtains for each classroom. The classroom doors were
painted either bright red, yellow, or blue, and the color was
continued on any unpanelled areas in the classroon. Over the
years the furniture and drapes wore out and had to be replaced.
Economical, child-size furniture was now avallable and used for
replacement. Shades and blinds replaced the curtains. Although
the doors are still painted in bright colors, the strict colorx-
coding in the classroom is no longer followed. These changes do
not affect the integrity or function of the school, however these
aspects of design were part of the impact of Crow 1Island School
had on school architecture and design, and therefore deserve
mention. Some of the original furnishings still exist at the
school.

Crow Island School opened in 1940 with about 300 students,
but by the early 1950's the baby boom made the enrollment surge
and additional space a necessity. Winnetka school officials and
architects visited some of the best and newvest schools for ideas,
but the £floorplan and features of the original building had
functioned so well that a new wing was planned with only a few
alterations.
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The exterior of the addition 1is slightly different in
window treatment and use of an overhang to cut down on window
glare (see photos 5 and 6). The architects added four feet to
one dimension of the zroom for more flexibility 1in classroom
features. 1Inside the wing, the heights of the window seats,
blackboards, and light switches were raised to scale for the
fourth and fifth graders that would be wusing classrooms.
Fluorescent lighting was used 1instead of Incandescent. Acoustic
tile rather than acoustically treated cement was used for the
cellings. Benches attached to the hallway walls close to
classroom doors were introduced to give space for conferences. A
meeting area with a fireplace and bank of windows similar to the
lobby hallway 1in the original building was a feature in the new
corridor. The use of the same materials inside and out as were
used In the old wing make the new wing, which is attached to the
wvest side of the core building along Crow Island Woods, virtually
indistinguishable in look and feeling from the original building.

The Resource Center was built in Crow Island School's lower
level in 1975. The existing library space had become inadequate
for books and modern resource equipment and materials. An area of
about 6,700 square feet space was available in the basement to
rearrange and remodel. The design incorporated the Crow Island
School concepts of flexible space, areas for group and individual
activities, child-scale furnishing and equipment, wuse of light
through larger windows in the back wall of the wing, simple, easy
maintenance materials, and color and whimsical design to appeal
to children. Again Perkins and Will Corporation were hired as
the architects for the remodeling, and the project was directed
by Bill Brubaker. The special equipment designers were Curtis
and Smith Associates from Massachusetts.

In the early 1960's when school enrollment peaked, a wooden
mobile classroom wunit was tacked on to the end of the 1955 wing.
Sited north-south along the edge of a paved play area, it
minimally impacted the landscape. Later, when this was no longer
needed for classroom space, it was used as a lunchroom for the
few children who did not go home for lunch. The structure is now
in the process of belng removed, and therefore will not impact
the inteqrity of the building.

The excellent workmanship and design of Crow Island School
have worn well over time. The Lily Swann Saarinen glazed ceramic
tiles on the exterior of the building have suffered some weather
damage and erosion, as have some of the concrete stairs. Some
floor tile has been replaced with tile similar in color and type

Appendix A - 33



Crow Island School, Winnetka, lllinois

Form 1 024-00
NPS 09000 OMB Agproval No. 1 1

United States Department of the interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Continuation Sheet

Section number __7 Page 11 Crow Island School

to the original. The foundation has a crack in the northwest
wing. The vertical pine paneling in the classrooms and the
acoustical material on the ceiling have darkened with age and
need to be professionally cleaned. Otherwise the school is in
excellent condition and retains its overall integrity.

After almost fifty years Crow Island School is still an
integral part of Winnetka's educational system. Serving about
500 students from preschool through 5th grade, the building has
continued to function successfully for both students and
teachers. Observing the school's 25th anniversary 1in 1965,
American School and University recorded the comment of architect
Linn Smith upon visiting Crow Island School:

"Some buildings--great buildings perhaps—--mature
gracefully as they grow older; others simply grow old.
Crov Island has achieved a patina much as does fine
silver; it has become more beautiful as it has grown
older and been used by children....What is it that
gives Crow Island this uniqueness? Two things
probably: a great--and successful--effort vas made to
accommodate a specific educational philosophy; and an
equally great--and successful--effort was made to
create a climate, a spirit which would inspire, which
would give pleasure, and which would gain the respect
of children."

This still holds true at the end of another twenty-five years
that have only served to enhance the patina of Crow Island
School.

A - 34 Historic Structure Report 2017



Crow Island School, Winnetka, lllinois

NP8 Form 10-900-a OMB Approvel No. 1024-0018

United Statee Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Roglster of Historic Places
Continuation Sheet

Section number _Z_ Page _12__ Crow Island School

MUNLIIY I, Srwsdi WM UL Fihh Wi tiia meimeirg mr ri e mimems meie e amgems e

H
by small garden-like spoces. I
- "
- .l_ % . . { " {
RN o B . B B e, S
e Gx 4 ! 4 ; Ty :
R - L% 1 . o) 58 |
7 “ 1 : Far=s _--— P LAWN AREA. f I
8 : T sorroaie anps - 5 A R s ),
2?1 50cCER FirD X 2 AN TN TN !
. Y g 1
[0 ‘a2
; J\ e 1‘&”2"02\- ] i g RidARY SECTI0M
: LAt ANER ; E ASPHALT AREA ;
__________ . % - " Iy i
AT, S AL < Y
T v il T 7

P L 7 i ST

¥ b 2 . : '
munumur: section © @ 1

_____ :

I

f-,_jm oo 135
LAWN ak“ . :
LL VY ASPialt anrs i

LleDun

"-a; A o 5"?(3* u_a.@:r); o

A-h 1.[1 SCALEN FriT 5; ) < . '-;::' -
Vi ‘\_.‘ 4 Tan e o G oo -:‘H" S M T
e ¢2) inla

AUGUST 1941

Original 1941 lay-out of building and grounds.

Appendix A -35



Crow Island School, Winnetka, lllinois

NP8 Form 10-000-a
(0-09)

United Statea Department of the Interlor

National Park Service

Natlonal Reglster of Historic Places
Continuation Sheet

OMB Approval No, 1084-0018

Section number _7_ Page _13 Crow Island School
PRIMARY SCHOOL
: "Hﬁ 5T I U ™ .
i }E r.,J-v's:-,,Jme@lﬁ» oy
PLAY Riv| I Fra JEe
M = 9
PLAY GROUND

O ——
0 10 20 50 40
SCALE N FEET =

&

BASEMENT

INTERMEDIATE SCHOOL

|

[ 5ne

3
£ gw

- JYEAR YEar L I
i S
il : "r"=‘ e

; el =

_LAE—:1 gi=

;‘E’ 57 "
VYEAR YEAR by
[ A— | H 3 i

T H E

SUB-PRIMARY SCHOCL

A R C H ) 1T E C T U R A L

F o kR U M

Original 1941 floorplan of building and basement.

A -36 Historic Structure Report 2017



Crow Island School, Winnetka, lllinois

s OMB Approval No. 1024-0018
(e-00)

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Continuation Sheet

Section number _7____ Page _14 Crow Island School

MULTI-

: - _ PURPOSE
J.- I !.__I] sa| P ose S I[ 1 room

s EZ_‘ :._—;'" PHYS. ED.DIRECTOR
0] “__.. e bl 4 ] HURSE CONFERERCE
1 7

] ¢
sy . :'lﬂ : £'Lu _12!

R R 1——1..)-—-—-—LJ—

COUNCIL
RING

PAVED PRIMARY PLAY AREA |
I

| TEACHERS' |
LOUNGE i

|-PR-IN arﬂ..e';_f._"'" = t :::I;O‘;) ‘3 Lo

_.@

SCALE IW FERET
PO .

& e 3 30 48 Se

Appendix A - 37



Crow Island School, Winnetka, lllinois

NP3 Form 10-800-a
(-0

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Continuation Sheet

Section number _7____ Page _ 15

Crow Island School

O Approvel Mo 1024-0018

e il
A R FETET 1]

1E8e g
T

TEITATITIN U
IELASIICIIIm  C

1D
CIITIITCITID

oo ooza |

[sessumisnr=--ierdssi]

CORRIDOR

>
c
o
=
o
2
c
E
(e

::Evm PMROPERTIES f[]
BEME LR -+

el .

3 =

[

PLAN

90

Auditorium cross-section and floor plan.

A - 38 Historic Structure Report 2017

] = LOBGITUDINEL SECTION TRy AUDITORIUM,



United States Department of the Interlor
National Park Service

Section number 7 Page __'16

Crow Island School, Winnetka, lllinois

OB Aporowed Mo 10740

National Register of Historic Places
Continuation Sheet

Crow Island School

NOLTY

SV TR

s R

f\‘l- Lyvu #I‘l I'l_w/ P.-;

"")gng

s - I
ot °Lg:;“' o
ETIT

: o, .:-le
~QUETACTVITY

il
Bt

TTHGE b WkTONIVH Jhavi
Mlet M

The Resource Center (above) remodelled
in 1975 from western part of basement
in original core building (shaded area
below) .

CROW ISLAND SCHOOL
Y UUBRARY/2essones $ CREATIVE ARTS CEBTER.

MTEs | Ve ARATITE wd - AR W ATE
! L O, Tow M L b A

Appendix A -39



Crow Island School, Winnetka, lllinois

NPS Form 10-900-s OMB Approval No. 1024-00
(a-20) ]

United States Department of the interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Continuation Sheet

Section number _8 Page __2 Crow Island School

In 1940 Crow Island School appeared after a 1long vacuum in
school building. The United States was just emerging from the
Great Depression, and very few nev schools had been built for a
decade. The Progressive Education Movement which had flowered in
the 1920's and developed further during the 1930's had few new
schools to physically embody 1its philosophies. Architects and
educators were ready for something new to write about. Around the
time that Crow 1Island School was built, a handful of other
educators and architects were trying similar experiments, but for
the most part these were either in private country day schools or
avant garde West Coast schools. Crow Island School was a public
school in the staid midwest that was built for about $287,000, a
reasonable school budget that even made it necessary to cut back
on some design aspects.

The architectural stature of the Saarinens, the
educational influence of Washburne, and the promotion of the
design by Perkins, Wheeler, and Will focused great attention on
the building in 1940 and this focus was enhanced by the fact that
World War II brought on another building hiatus. By the time
building of schools resumed, the style and principles of Crow
Island School had been accepted and incorporated into the
architectural and educational vernacular.

World War II and the subsequent "cold war" years brought
about a return to traditional American values that affected
education. The progressive education movement was associated
with a world-wide view of child training and socialistic views of
behavior that were eyed with suspicion by post-war Americans.
But Crow Island School and its principles had been introduced
before the war and had been well-received.
in 1its August, 1941, 1issue had given the school a wonderful
vrite-up emphasizing the contributions of the educators. Also,
progressive educator Carleton Washburne had left the district in
1943 to work for the U.S. government reopening schools in Italy
that had been seized by the fascists. This made Crow Island
School and Washburne's legacy, which came to be know as the
"Winnetka Plan", more acceptable to the mainstream as a model
for new schools built to accommodate the baby-booming population.
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Superintendent of Winnetka Public Schools, 1919-1943,
Carleton Wolsey Washburne said of Crow Island School, "This is to
be our dream school. For years we have been thinking about it.
We want it to be the most functional and beautiful school in the
world. We want it to crystallize 1in architecture the best
educational practices we can evolve." (Marland and Washburne,

r P-. 139) Washburne had been evolving these
educational practices which reflected the progressive education
movement and its "child-centeredness" almost since his own
childhood. He not only incorporated them into the Winnetka
school system but wrote about them extensively 1in books and
journals until he was recognized as one of the national
representatives of progressive education. Washburne's reputation
and the reputation of the school system he administered
contributed greatly to the impact of Crow Island School.

Born in 1889, Carleton Washburne's education was influenced
by his mother's friendship with the two gliants of progressive
education in America, John Dewey (1859-1952) and Francis W.
Parker (1837-1902). During his early years he attended the
Francis Parker School in Chicago. This early grounding in
progressive édducation prepared Washburne for his first teaching
job in 1912 in rural California, for which he only needed his
bachelor of arts degree from Stanford with no teaching
credentials. His educational 1deals blossomed at San Francisco
State Normal School where £rom 1914 to 1919 he worked under
progressive educator Frederic Burk while also pursuing his
doctorate 1in education at the University of Californlia at
Berkeley. These ideals flowered when he became superintendent of
Winnetka Public Schools in 1919, until they became the full-blown
system embodied in Crow Island School.

The Encyclopedia of Education (1971) in its article on the

progressive education movement underscores how guickly Washburne
became an influential figure in his fleld:

"The public school system which best exemplified the

new pedagogical approach of focusing upon the child in

the educational process and giving particular attentlon

to his needs was 1located in Winnetka, Ill., a Chicago

suburb, vhere Carleton W. Washburne became
superintendent 1in 1919. His schools became the
representative progressive system of the 1920's....the
Winnetka schools designed students’' programs
individually and acknowledged that their studies must
be appropriate to their separate stages of
development.”
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His reputation increased not only because of his success in the
Winnetka Public School System, but because he published, in the
1920's alone, over 100 articles in both national and
internationally recognized educational journals. These articles
discussed his methods, philosophy, and curriculum and the results
he achieved 1in thelr application. He also wrote textbooks and
curriculum materials.

Washburne's 1influence continued during the Depression
times of the 1930's when with hls publications like The Remakers
of Mankind (1932), he gave hope to the American soclety who
looked to education and educators to 1lead in reorganizing
American 1life economically, socially and politically. He
addressed the World Conference on New Education, Cheltenham,
England, in 1936, and became interested in children worldwide.
He contlinued, however, to direct most of his energies toward
concrete curriculum and the methodology of teaching children. The
titles of his articles published during this time period show a
very practical bent. Also during this time Washburne spent his
summers lecturing at colleges and universities with education
programs. His influence and 1ideas also spread through the
Graduate Teachers College of Winnetka which Washburne and the
Winnetka Public Schools helped to co-sponsor.

When Crow Island School was commissioned in 1938, Carleton
Washburne knew what he wanted in the only new school that would
be designed while he was superintendent in Winnetka. (Although
Skokie Junior High School in Winnetka wvas built in 1922 during
his tenure, its design had already been set 1in 1919 when he
arrived.) Crow Island School would be the culmination of Carleton
Washburne's "Winnetka Plan", his progressive education system
developed during the twenties and thirties while he was
Superintendent of Winnetka Public Schools. With the school
board behind him because of all his success as an administrator
(he never went over budget), Washburne was the guiding influence
in choosing the architects, insuring that they incorporated
suggestions of teachers and other school personnel, and dictating
aspects of the functional design.

The separated wings zoned for different grade levels with a
community center, the child-scale fixtures and furniture, and the
self-contained classroom with flexible space for 1individual
activities and individual access to the outdoors all were part of
Washburne's vision for a truly child-centered school. He had
learned much about acoustics and sanitation from the other
schools in Winnetka and generally what had and had not worked
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with his progressive education practices. This 1led to the wide
spread use of acoustical materlal so that the noise of separate
study groups would not interfere with learning and the inclusions
of a bathroom and drinking fountain 1in each classroom so that
there would be no 1lining up to use faclilities. The forms and
features of Crow Island School were developed around Washburne's
educational framewvork. The American public, especially the
educators, were interested to see what would develop from the
framewvork constructed by this influentlal, outspoken, and
sometimes controversial progressive educator.

In 1943 Washburne resigned from his position in Winnetka and
accepted a commission in the army to reopen schools and
universities in Italy and rid them of fascism and Fascists. He
remained overseas until 1949 when he accepted an administrative
position at Brooklyn College as Director of Teacher Education,
wvhere he stayed for eleven years until he retired. "By the late
forties and early fifties, about the only realm in which a
committed Progressive educator could find sympathetic assocliates
was a school of education in a university, and not surprisingly a
great many former school principals and school superintendents
sought refuge there." (Leaders in American Education, 1971, p.
490) In 1960 he became a "distingqguished professor" at Michigan
State University, College of Education. Although Washburne
continued to write and retain an international reputation, he
never again received the prominence and influence he had enjoyed
in Winnetka. He 1is most remembered for his twenty-four years
there and his crowning achievement, Crow Island School.

By the time Eliel Saarinen (1873-1950) received the
commission for Crow Island School, he already had an
international reputation. 1In his native Finland first with the
firm of Gesellius, Lindgren and Saarinen, Helingsfors, beginning
in 1897, and later on his own he had won competitions to design
major municipal buildings including 1libraries, museums, and
railroad stations. In addition he designed many churches,
apartment buildings and private residences. He came to the United
States after winning second prize in the international
competition to design the Tribune Tower in Chicago in 1922. His
design powerfully influenced one of the first prize winners,
Raymond Hood, as is evidenced in some of his later work, and drew
praise from Louis Sullivan.
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Eliel continued to be successful in the United States,
winning special recognition for his work at Cranbrook Academy for
the Arts in Bloomfield Hills, Michigan, for which he designed
numerous buildings. Because of Cranbrook and his interest in the
interior as well as exterior design of a building, Eliel was
associated with the Arts and Crafts Movement in design and
architecture. As a Finnish architect who opted for clean modern
lines of design and natural materials, Eliel was associated with
the International School. The use of natural 1light and interlor
detalls along with a concern for designing a building to blend
with its natural setting caused him to be compared with Frank
LLoyd Wright. Cranbrook also involved Eliel with the concept of
a community devoted to an educational and artistic 1ideal, which
allied him with the Progressive Movement in education. By 1938
Eliel Saarinen's reputation was established as a progressive
architect whose work generated interest 1in the professional
journals because it continually changed in appearance according
to function and setting.

Eero Saarinen (1910-1961) had only recently begun to
officially collaborate with his father in 1938 when they recelved
the commission for Crow Island School. He originally had studied
to be a sculptor in Paris, although he had always worked to some
extent for his father. After graduating from the Yale University
School of Architecture, Eero gradually became more involved in
his father's firm and the Cranbrook Academy of Arts. Sculptural
elements of design continued to interest him and found expression
in his and Charles Eames' Organic Design Furniture for the Museum
of Modern Art Competition 1in ¢.1940. The design of this
furniture is reflected in the design of the plywvood furniture
which he created for Crow Island School, and the reputation he
achieved from the competition provoked interest 1in the school's
furnishings.

Eero's collaboration brought to his father's work a new
perspective. Although Ellel was considered a progressive
architect, he had his roots in the romantic traditions of an
earlier century. As Eero's later work shows, he was a much more
sculptural and futuristic architect than his father. Thelr work
together at Crow 1Island School, coming as it did at the
culmination of Eliel's career and the beginning of Eero's, 1is
part of the unique historical placement of Crow Island School in
vhich the culmination of the principles of progressive education
were embodied in an architectural form that set the pattern for
the future.
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Lawrence B. (Larry) Perkins, Todd Wheeler, and Philip will,
Jr., were a firm of young and fairly Iinexperienced architects in
1938 when they received the commission for Crow Island School.
Larry Perkins and his assocliations with Winnetka as well as the
architecture world were the main reason that they became
collaborators on Crow Island School. Because Crow 1Island School
was their big chance, they publicized the school as much as they
could, and went on to build over 500 more schools that embodied
many Crow Island School elements.

Larry Perkins was an ideal choice for the Crow Island School
project. His father, Dwight Heald Perkins (1867-1941), was a
well-known architect who had designed a number of schools in the
Chicago area. Two of those schools happened to be in Winnetka--
Skokie School (1919-1922), which was one of the first junior high
school buildings in the country, and Hubbard Woods School (1915),
a one-story grammar school. Both schools embodied elements such
as skylights, large areas of window, and easy access to the
outdoors that worked well in the Winnetka education plan and
could be adapted into the Crow 1Island School design. The
limitations of these schools such as accoustical problems due to
high ceilings and surface materials, difficult or disruptive
access to common areas, and insufficient restroom facilitles
would be corrected in the Crow 1Island School design. Larry
Perkins was not only familiar with the design aspects of these
existing schools, but also knew many of the Winnetka School Board
members as well as the superintendent, Carleton Washburne.

Washburne wanted non-traditional architects to build his
"dream school", but he needed architects with enough experience
and stature to give the building credibility. Although Washburne
knewv Larry Perkins, it was not until Perkins proposed to get his
friends, the Saarinens, to collaborate that Washburne would even
consider hiring the young firm of Perkins, Wheeler, and Will.
The Saarinens were persuaded to enter the project because of
their interest in education and the opportunity to design a whole
new kind of school from the inside out, but it was the connection
with Perkins that brought Crow Island School to their attention.

Once they received the commlission, Perkins, Wheeler and Will
did most of the preliminary 1legwork for the design. At
Washburne's behest they spoke to teachers and students and
observed classes. Even the school Jjanitor had valuable input
into the project. A more established firm might not have had the
flexibility and fresh perspective that allowed the young
architects to consider all the aspects that Washburne proposed.
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Larry Perkins was also highly influenced by his father's work,
and his own understanding of the educational climate in Winnetka.
Again there was a culmination of the best of the past
reinterpreted by an architect of the future.

Perkins, Wheeler, and Will spent their share of the profits
from Crow Island School on photographs of the school taken by
Hedrich Blessing. Hal Burnett, their public relations man,
helped to bring the school to national attention. The firm,
vhich shortly became known as Perkins and Will, went on to design
over 500 schools, many of them schools 1n various parts of the
country including Heathcote School (1951),an award winning school
in Scarsdale, New York. All of their subsequent work was
influenced by Crow Island School. In a 1987 newspaper interview,
Larry Perkins affirmed, "My professional, personal identity is
the Crow Island School."”

In 1955 Architectural Forum sald of Crow Island School,
"rime and use--not only here but in many hundred later schools--
have proved out the workability of its innovations...." When
Perkins and Will went to 1look for more recent innovations to
incorporate into the wing addition in 1955, they found nothing as
good as what they already had at Crow Island School. In 1955
Jack Train of Skidmore, Owings and Merrill said after 25 years,
"there have been no significant advances in elementary school
design since Crow Island School.” In 1956 it was selected by
fifty architects and scholars as twelfth among all buildings and
first among all schools in the Architectural Record poll to name
the most significant bulildings in the past one hundred years in
America.

Soon after Crow Island School opened, 10,000 visitors had
toured the buildings and grounds. Almost thirty mnational
magazines as well as numerous books and nevspapers carried
artlicles on the school. In 1944 enlargements of Crow Island
School were included in an exhibition of the New Architecture of
the United States that was sent to Cairo, Egypt. Schools as far
away as Victoria and Tasmania, Australia have been patterned
after Crow Island School.

Crow Island School received an initial award in the early
1940's from the American 1Institute of Architects as the school
most advanced in elementary school design in the United States.
So pervasive and lasting wvas the school's impact that in 1971
The American Institute of Architects conferred its twenty-five
year award on it. The citation calls Crow Island School:
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"A landmark in design for education which

demonstrates that an inspired educational philosophy
can be translated into an architecture of continuing

function and beauty.

In recognition of the vision and foresight of an
enlightened client, the Winnetka, Illinois, Board of

Education and Superintendent of Schools

Carleton

Washburne, and their architects Perkins, Wheeler, &
Will and Eliel and Eero Saarinen, the Institute hereby
honors a project that remains as viable today as when

it was built."

Today there are still many visitors and much

interest in

Crow Island School from both the educational and archltectural

community. The building still fulfills its
grammar school, and teachers who no longer

"progressive educatlion" cannot help but use

functions as a
subscribe to
the flexibility of

the rooms, the access to the outdoors, the child-scale features

and areas to display children's work in a way that

makes thelir

teaching more '"child-centered" and geared toward recognition of
the individual. The pattern is the same everywhere across the

country in schools inspired by Crow Island

educational philosophy can never be divorced

School. The
from the form and

function of the building. In recoghizing the school's
architectural merit and i1ts contributlion to the history of school
architecture, it 1is also necessary to recognize its educational

merit. Crow Island School embodies Carleton

contribution to the history of education

influence on the way 1in which teachers pursue

relate to the children that are thelr students.

Washburne's

reflects his
their craft and
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1939-40 ANNUAL REPORT

Winnetka Board of Education, 1939-1940 Annual ReportVinnetka, lllinois: Board of Education.
Winnetka Public Schools Archives. 1940.

Preface

To the People of Winnetka:

In presenting its annual report the Winnetka Board
of Education wishes to express to you its appreciation
of your interest, unfailing support and splendid co-
operation.

The major points covered in this report, prepared

' under our direction by our Superintendent, Mr. Carle-
ton Washburne, are as follows:

1—The building of the Crow Island School on an ample site
adjoining Crow Island Park, to replace the old Horace Mann
School on its inadequate site in the business distriet; a detailed
description of the new school; and an account of the costs.

2—The first steps toward transforming the old Horace Mann
School site into part of an attractive and useful civic center in
accordance with the plans of the Winnetka Plan Commission.

3—The alterations and completion of the Greeley School;
other improvements of buildings and grounds.

4—The educational status of the schools — effectiveness of
academic work and record of graduates; co-operation with other
schools of the township.

5—The faculty—training and experience of the average
teacher; faculty activities.

6—Retirement annuity plan — advantages to teachers and
children.

T—Enrollment in the schools—its decline and the consequent
decrease in staff over the past five years; decrease in tax rate
over same period.

8—Expenditures and receipts for fiscal year 1939-40; balance

\ sheet at close of year; miscellaneous accounts.
1 9—Effectiveness of public co-operation with the schools.

Since last year’s annual report included a fairly de-
tailed account of our curriculum, our staff, our mis-
cellaneous funds, and our subsidiary activities, these
have not been stressed in the current report. Last
year’s report in pamphlet form will be sent without
charge to any citizen requesting it—telephone Win-
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1941 ARCHITECTURAL FORUM

Hudnut, Joseph. “Comment on Crow Island School, Winnetka, Ill.” Architectural Forum Aug. 1941; Vol.
75:2, P. 83, 85, 89, 91.
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1944 BUILT IN USA: 1932-1944

Museum of Modern Art (New York, N.Y.), and Elizabeth B. Kassler. 1944. Built in USA 1932-1944
New York: Museum of Modern Art.
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1955 ARCHITECTURAL FORUM

“Schools: A look backward and forward.” Architectural Forum Vol. 103, October, 1955, p. 129-155.

Appendix A-91



Crow Island School, Winnetka, lllinois

A-92 Historic Structure Report 2017



Crow Island School, Winnetka, lllinois

Appendix A-93



Crow Island School, Winnetka, lllinois

A -94 Historic Structure Report 2017



Crow Island School, Winnetka, lllinois

Appendix A-95



Crow Island School, Winnetka, lllinois

A-96 Historic Structure Report 2017



Crow Island School, Winnetka, lllinois

Appendix A - 97



Crow Island School, Winnetka, lllinois

A -98 Historic Structure Report 2017



Crow Island School, Winnetka, lllinois

Appendix A-99






Crow Island School, Winnetka, lllinois

1965 AMERICAN SCHOOL & UNIVERSITY

“Crow Island School - After 25 Years,” American School & UniversityVol 37:6, Reprint, February, 1965.
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1989 INLAND ARCHITECT

Clarke, Jane, “Philosophy in Brick,” Inland Architect November/December 1989, pp. 54-59.
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1991 STILL A SPECIAL PLACE: A HISTORY OF CROW
ISLAND SCHOOL, WINNETKA, ILLINOIS

Carbol, Betty Wiliams, 6 WLOO D VSHFLDO SODFH D KLVWRU\ REvanistry IL:VAKoaz& 6 FKR
Reproductions.

In 1980, for the 40th Anniversary of Crow Island School, Betty Williams Carbolwrote 7KH PDNLQJ RI D VSHIF
D KLVWRU\ Rl &URZ ,VODQG 6HoKireB@h anhi@e@ay\shelpublishedlSQIR spéecial place: a history

Rl &URZ ,VODQG 6FKRR @reviked QoduménDihat dduded Radsted and new information that had

EHHQ GLVFRYHUHG LQ WKH WHQ \HDUV VLQFH WKH AUVW SXEOLFDWLRQ ¢
art teacher for over thirty years and currently manages the Crow Island School Collection within the Winnetka

Public Schools Archives. .
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1991 A SCHOOL FIT FOR CHILDREN

Pick, Grant. “A School Fit For Children,” Chicago Readéevpl. 20, No. 21, Friday, March 1, 1991.

Appendix A - 155



Crow Island School, Winnetka, lllinois

A - 156 Historic Structure Report 2017



Crow Island School, Winnetka, lllinois

Appendix A - 157



Crow Island School, Winnetka, lllinois

A - 158 Historic Structure Report 2017



Crow Island School, Winnetka, lllinois

Appendix A - 159



Crow Island School, Winnetka, lllinois

A-160 Historic Structure Report 2017



Crow Island School, Winnetka, lllinois

Appendix A-161



Crow Island School, Winnetka, lllinois

A-162 Historic Structure Report 2017



Crow Island School, Winnetka, lllinois

Appendix A - 163



Crow Island School, Winnetka, lllinois

A - 164 Historic Structure Report 2017



Crow Island School, Winnetka, lllinois

Appendix A - 165



Crow Island School, Winnetka, lllinois

A-166 Historic Structure Report 2017



Crow Island School, Winnetka, lllinois

Appendix D.

ings

o
-

Index of Crow Island School Draw

3%

" ?)+ (+-, -(-
i $
#
) C %)) $ . @) $ . 3] . 0% . %% 6 %% $.) % 8 (s# .® %% | 099: 080 ..%
2%, # B 2 #$.- S G $% (($# .3# -( VO9¢ % ( ) + VO9¢ 0@ . .%
Z2$.. # B T #%$.- = )i c# i ix # /i$$ # i, +$® L #$ ) )# W i%. ) ¢33= ¢33= /< i ®%
Z $.. # B 7 #$.- i$$ #li. +$% /i$$ z®  #3( . $) #$ ) ® )i # #$ ) <33= /d< i ®%
z .3, # 8 ¢ #$.- < /< = # i 5¢%i #($® # )# .. € i$$ # i, +$%® 30d3= /0 i 8%
i ®) i € ®$ -) 303=/9 i ®%
2$. # B T #$.- /] _i$$ #%( .z z /. $3 ® (9i$$s -i ®9i$$ # i, +$% 3d3=/0 i %%
2$. # B 2 #$.- ) $®% ) aa3=1)$ L B$ -) 34a3= /=¢ B
) i%( € G-) va3i=v 0d3=/>=i ®%
) %) 1S . T $%#- R ("o 349¢ 0<é . %
' z2349¢ © ) - ( T$% (($ # .3# -( av (.0 v
) ® ) )
) s T # B TS, =€ 5w igs z®  #%( . #$) i® $) #$ ) B )i _wmw| /8<i 2% /0 13%
% %%® T (% 02% (% $% $ | L, o) ¢ mawv uomww vo<83= % 0.%% $.) ‘%, % -.($ 939¢ 0VE W . ®
W 1S . $ )#. IH#. W (4, . ($ ) $.) ‘%, | ®IDE OVE T+%
#)® i H# B = ?.%( C#)® ® # ) -+ B L i%$$ # i, +$%® $) #%$ ) v[d3I=/><% )%
k 2 0% we o 1) ST %# i )$ . $ . - ( 209¢ 06 -
) . o ‘< 0= /i < [ = a>¢v: $ #i .7 # #$ ) @vi= />= ¥
i ‘¢ 09d€é 0VESL 04d€e H4KVYVD =2 %. 0.%% $.) %, %()$w (. (. $ $% ( € )$% ( ? 3 s VO9¢ 0¢ -
F ‘¢ _0d9€¢ 0VEL 0dEL (%« g d4<VY0 =2 %. 0.%% $ ) %, %()sw (.G $ $% ( VO9¢ 0¢ -
6 # .. .=8 OESi [¢ErHt |MET D# (3 #8 ) (®).#$ d>cv' i$$ # i, +$% $) #$) ® )i # #$) ¢va= /= -
i # W cwx wCa i$$ # i, +$%® $) #$ ) ® )i # #$ ) iva= /= -
i H# B wxww Ca i$$ # i, +$%® ) #$ ) ® )i # #$) ¢va= /= -
P A A Gt ) a>evi § /i$$  # 0. +$® $) #$) ® )i # #8) |+ ¢vI= /V= 3%
ii H# B < # .08 $% €i$3 # i, +3$% $) #3%) $%$® | <vI= />< B )
- 0)$i. 0% $. %. LI .ﬁﬁ@.%%m% ( x % . % (% $ uwx %% €)$% ( ® % .| OVOE 0d¢ Ox «
# # $% # o0 = ). ) iwn( € ad=a¢ % i) # #i # LG i®# 3¢3=/a=).((
i( iJ#  # #.0$ .
L# i /#.® $$ /0 ) # . ide= ). ) iw( € a=ac¢t i () (®) € #% ) ( $ 23 ) s # i ( i$s$ 3¢3=/a=).((
i L# B ##® $®  # i
i ( id# # #.0i% . [)
#.% $$ /0 ) # il T )$E= a=aé¢t i ®0) (®) ¢ #s) ( $ 2% ) s # i ( i$$ 3¢3=/a=).((
i L# B ##® $® # i
® $® # o0 = a=ael' # i  #) i # € #3%) ( $ %S ) 3¢ # i (i$s$ 3¢3=/a=).((
i 6 # ... ==/>=8 V=¢€= D# 3w (i ® « zd=d¢ 2$ $ /9¢) »). #% ) ( $ ®S ) % # i (i$s$ 3¢3=/a=).((
0¢ 06 0:0dee $.% xu6aV (.0 $% ( « % . % (% $ ux %% OVO:L 0dé O« «
. $ $.C C ) u (
%t u 2. % $# . ?$
Y# )% % L #(s® o# o# i (
a¢ ) ®). %S i ( ) ##
#S$ ) % L #+ B i$$ # 0. +$® $ ' #

Appendix A - 167



Crow Island School, Winnetka, lllinois

" )+ . (+-, -(-.
i $
#
)$ . $ . - ( av i($$ 9¢<® u #
) (%)) $ . . % % ) %% . x 0% .) ‘%, 0)($ # +%.®# -(. V¢ <® Vi<® 0dé
) (%)) $ . i%i] 0) %% . x 0 $.) "%, T$% (($ # .®# -( <i<®© <(<® 03 -
L) S, # % $ /.%$% ® ( / #i., +$® T#$ ) )# . i%. -) >=><[>=>< />= -® (®
L) S # R $ /.$3 ® ( /# i, +3%® TH#S$ ) I)# . i%. -) >=><[>=>< />= -® (®
@) 0). (| $.% w8 0) O %, ( T(s# $ . ( #%( $.) "%, 4<<® 0d¢ $«
/>@<>£>d® 60©A8 . . ) ; _
P # e ) BE%BS # .. 2 -3 S) $® $Si v #)) W+ # T.)S iwv#  # i) TR (3 a»>< /a= ®
% 0%+%. (%i 3¢ i $% (+.0%% $ ) T $+%.-. $.) "%, V<<® 03 -
2% 0)'%$ )>%% # a<o<v z% ( (% 0)'% $ ¥ 2% T1)3$ ' . ®% L@ E<® 0@ . # (@
) O %)) . )
0 +%. i. 0 0%:%. $ ) © 0)($ # +%.2# ) (. ®D<<® ) %% . x L $.) ‘%, D<<® 09dé -, x.
©®cd ; L .
s ovr % ). () ( %) /g .3 009éi<<@E<éVe T2% C2##% 0) )($ # +%.9# -( . D<<@¢<<® 00® . %
. D Z % v § # o # i #($® - i ® )=/ i$$ #i, +$® T ) i%( | =>></i<® $)
ik Z % VE=¢E #)# %% i /. % V /[ #($%® - i ? )% =>>< /(< B $)
# . z . DELE $($.% %.% 0) % OO0 $+x%. - . . (). f<<® 0VD . %(
¥ %*
2 %)) $ ) %( . % T% ) ) . ;
s. 8 & ¢ s (S #59%). +$ 9(s|# ( )% ) ) . $ ST (% $% (($# .9% -( a99¢4¢| A99¢ 02¢ . .%®
% . ($ #$%., +$ (') ( %)) $ .
__w Svmem A\m-._mwv m. ;Avw% oﬁn.uw_o\oﬂ O ($. 0)$p ( % $. ( T)$% ( +%$ . (% %% $.) ‘%, 299¢ 00O -
% s 20 C L] ) W ( (

A - 168 Historic Structure Report 2017



Crow Island School, Winnetka, lllinois

Appendix E.

Landscape Interview, Land Design Collaborative, Inc.,
September 4, 2015

-RKQ OF)DG]HDQ DQG 5REHUW (YHUO\ IRXQGHG WKH ODQGC
LQ DQG ZHQW RQ WR GHVLJQ WKH ODQGVFDSH DW &URZ ,VODQG 6FKRF
was acquired in 1990 by Land Design Collaborative. This interview was conducted by Daniel Euer of Benjamin
+LVWRULF &HUWLAFDWLRQV //& ZLWK -LP *DPEOH SULQFLSDO RI /DQG 'F
Everly, Robert Everly’s son.

Answers by Jim Gamble with review & comment by Bruce Everly
September 4, 2015

1. Firm information:
a. :KHQ WKH ¢UP RI OF)DG]JHDQ (YHUO\ ZDV RI{(FLDOO\ HVWD

In 1935 when Robert Everly Director of Glencoe Park District went into partnership with
John McFadzean, Superintendent of Glencoe School District and William E. Rose a landscape
architect. They were the McFadzean, Everly, Rose partnership. Rose left after about 2 years.

b. :KDW ZHUH HDFK -RKQ OF)DG]J]HDQ 5REHUW (YHUO\TV WLV

SDUWQHUV |, ZRXOG DVVXPH WKDW %RE (YHUO\ ZDV WKH
PDQDIJHPHQW 7KH ¢UP WKULYHG XQGHU %REfVY OHDGHUYV

c. 'LG -RKQ OF)DG]HDQ B5REHUW (YHUO\ ZRUN WRJHWKHU S|
¢UP" $QG LI \HV IRU KRZ ORQJ"

Yes, each in their own positions Robert Everly Director of Glencoe Park District and John
McFadzean, Superintendent of Glencoe School District -- which they retained after forming the
¢ UP

d :KDW RWKHU QDPHYVY GLG WKH ¢UP JR E\ DQG IRU KRZ ORQ
$OVR KDG D ¢UP WKDW SUDFWLFHG LQ &DQDGD QDPHG OF

e. :DV WKH ¢UP VROHO\ D ODQGVFDSH DUFKLWHFWXUH ¢(UP
DUFKLWHFWXUH DQG HQJLQHHULQJ" , RQO\ DVN EHFDXV'F
cUP
In those days lines were blurred between the professions, Bob Everly was licensed as an
engineer, however, he also considered himself a landscape architect. But landscape architects
were also engaged as planners, ecologists, botanists, civil engineers (planners split off in 1910
XQGHU 20PVWHGYYV VRQ , EHOLHYH 0 (KDG DUFKLWHF
buildings like pools and small recreation centers, park buildings and zoo exhibit buildings, often
partnering with architects. We have much more data on their history -- enough for a separate
article.

f. :KHQ ZzDV WKH ¢(¢UP DFTXLUHG E\ /IDQG 'HVLJQ &ROODERUD

February 6, 1990. .
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2. 'R \RX KDYH ELRJUDSKLHV RI HDFK -RKQ OF)DG]J]HDQ DQG 5REF
There is a biography of Robert Everly by Bruce Everly and Angela Gamble available through the
cUP

3. JLUPYV ZRUN SKLORVRSK\
a. :KDW ZDV WKH ¢UPTV SKLORVRSK\"

Mr. Everly was advocate of preservation of open space for parks. In the early days of
*OHQFRHTVY GHYHORSPHQW KH HQFRXUDJHG WKH *OHQFRH
WR FRQWULEXWH ODQG IRU SDUNV LQ WKHLU GHYHORSPHQ
of parks and school yards, hence the “Park/School ” concept.

b. 'LG WKH ¢UP KDYH D VSHFLDOW\"
Parks, Zoological Gardens.

c. 'LG WKH ¢UP LQAXHQFH ODQGVFDSH DUFKLWHFWXUH LQ DQ
FRQFHSW" I VR KRZ"

S3DUN 6FKRRO FRQFHSW IRU MRLQW XVH RI ODQG ZKHUH VF
served the park district purposes;

Zoological gardens as natural habitats, animals in natural surroundings not cages, where

people were subordinate to the animals. Predator/prey exhibit design concepts where species
ZHUH LQ YLHZ RI HDFK RWKHU LQ UHODWLRQVKLSV IRXQG L
UHSUHVHQWLQJ FKDUDFWHU RI SODQWYV IURP WKH DQLPDO

d 'LG WKH ¢UP W\SLFDOO\ ZRUN FORVHO\ ZLWK WKH DUFKLW}
LQIRUPDWLRQ DERXW KRZ FORVHO\ WKH\ ZRUNHG ZLWK WK
GHYHORSLQJ WKH ODQGVFDSH SODQV"™

, NQRZ /DUU\ BHUNLQV VRQ RI 'ZLJKW 3HUNLQV DQG 93 RU
GHVLIQHG WKH &URZ ,vODQG 6FKRRO %RE (YHUO\ , EHOLF
RQ RWKHU VFKRRO SURMHFWYV

e. :KDW RWKHU DUFKLWHFWYV (UPV GLG OF)DG]JHDQ (YHUO\ FR
MANY where they did zoos especially!

f. ' R\RX KDYH DQ\ LQIRUPDWLRQ RQ KRZ WKH\ PD\ KDYH EHFF
, VODQG 6FKRRO SURMHFW" :KDW RWKHU UHODWLRQVKLSV F
KHOSHG WKHP JHW ZRUN"

6HH DERYH , KDYH QR RWKHU VSHFL¢F LQIR RQ WKLV
g 'LG WKH\ GHVLJQ ODQGVFDSHV IRU DQ\ RWKHU VFKRROV EF
<(6 0$1< WKURXJKRXW WKH FRXQWU\ HVSHFLDOO\ LQ &KLF
h. :DV WKH 3DUN 6FKRRO FRQFHSW DOUHDG\ GHYHORSHG DW

No not previous idea, it was their new idea, 1935 park/school concept was integrated in
IRUPDWLRQ RI 0 ( WKLV LGHD ZzDV GHYHORSHG E\ WKHP SUI
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'R \RX KDYH DQ RSLQLRQ RU DQ\ WKRXJKWV RQ KRZ WKH
6FKRRO ¢WV LQ ZLWK WKH ¢¢UPYV RYHUDOO ERG\ RI ZRUN

| believe this is an example of collaborative philosophy if not personal involvement of world
FODVV GHVLJQHUV (OLHO DQG (HUR 6DDULQHQ -HQV -HC
HUD RI GHVLJQ , DVVXPH /DUU\ 3BHUNLQV Rl 3HUNLQV D
KDG IRQGQHVV IRU VFKRROV KDG WR NQRZ %RE (YHUO\""
*OHQFRH /DUU\ DOVR NQHZ -HQVHQ DQG ZDV LQAXHQFHG
HIDPSOH HDFK FODVV URRP KDV D VPDOO RXWVLGH JDUC
VLWH SHUVRQDOO\ ZLWK JUHDW SULGH WKH VFKRRO JUR
itself is very prairie in scale and character. An obvious connection between Bob Everly and
/IDUU\ 3BHUNLQV ZRXOG EH WKHLU LQWHUHVW LQ VFKRROV
the details of the landscape design and who chose the playground design and pieces. Knowing
the “Jungle Gym” on site is an original, my guess is the playground may have been heavily
LQAXHQFHG EN\0O ( DQG WKH JHQHUDO ODQGVFDSH DV ZH
WKH ¢UVW 3VOLQJ VZLQJ VHDW’ ™ IURP *OHQFRH ¢UH KRVH'
play grounds, and made spring animals from old Buick car springs for his parks, according to hi
son Bruce Everly.
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Appendix F.

Crow Island School Original Furniture: An Inventory
Prepared by the Crow Island Stewardship Group

An extensive roomby-room inventory of the furniture was completed by members of the Crow
Island Stewardship Group in 2016. The purpose of the invemiry was to locate all pieces of original
furniture designed for Crow Island and still housed athe school or in off-site locations. Each piece
of furniture was photographed, assigned a number, and an identifying tag was affixed the
underside. The attached chart lists each piece of furniture by number and includes dliensions,
condition, and its current location in the school.

We currently have over 100 pieces of original furniture designed by Eero Saarinen for the school

All were manufactured by the lllinois Craft Project of the Works Progress Adminigation (WPA). The
majority of these pieces arestudentdesks and tablesa few are teacher desks, and a few are molded
plywood chairs. In addition, there are two pedestal type deskswith molded plywood seats
designed by Saarinenthat were manufactured by the Welfare Engineering Companin Waukegan,
IL. Many of the tables and desks ardéocated in the classroomsand hallways; the rest of the pieces
are kept in a lower level storage area. In addition to the classroom furniture, there areigres of
Saarinendesigned furniture located in other areas of the schal:

* Foyer: 2 low round tables; 10 upholstered chairs and an upholstered benghwhich
were fabricated by the Milwaukee Art Project of the W.P.A. (14 additional
upholstered chairs are currently in storage at the schodl

e Auditorium: 38 molded plywood benches, graduated in size, andscaled for child
use They were manufactured by the lllinois Craft Projecbf the WPA.

In addition to the above furniture, significant pieces of historical furniture were crafted by the lllinois
WPA Craft Project for use in the Pioneer Room located on the lower level of the sciol. This
specialized space was imagined and designed by Directoof Activities Frances Presler.

Additional pieces of original Crow Island furniture are housed offsite at:

* The Winnetka Historical Society -The WHS has one chair and one student desk on
permanent exhibit.

* The V/S Furniture Museum in Tawberbischofen, Germany
http://vs.de/schulmuseum/enhas 8 pieces of Saarinen furniture (4 student chairs; 3
desks; 1 teacher desk) on permanent loan. The Winnetka Public Schools maintains
ownership of this furniture, and documentation of the permanent loan is included
in the archives.

Research on Crow Island furniture

The furniture designed by Eero Saarinen is an important component of the overall chilcentered
design of Crow Island School. Over theyears, considerable praise has been expressed by architects
and design professionals for the careful attention paid to the chilécale, postureaccommodating,
clean and simple design of the furniture. Superintendent of Schools Carleton Whburne expressed
his delight with the beauty and functionality of this furniture when it arrived at Crow Island...

“The new furniture has arrived for the Crow Island &nool. It is stunning. Any Board members who
have not seen it should get over to the school andook at it. The desks designed by Eero Saarinen on
the basic structure of the Welfare Engineering Company are the only really good looking schiadesks

| have ever seen. | have been struggling for several years with the Welfare Engineering Company to
take its excellent construction to a first rate artist and designer to make a beautiful desk insteadawf
ugly one. Until we were able to furnish the designerand an order for the equipment, | wasn't able to
get this done, but | predict that desks like ours will blossom out all over the countrgnd schoolrooms

be proportionately beautified...”*

Carleton Washburne ,Winnetka Board of Education Minutes May/June, 1941
Appendix A-173



Crow Island School, Winnetka, lllinois

The Hedrich Blessing photo collection at the Chicago History Museum includes extesive images of
the Crow Island furniture. Some of these images are part dfie Winnetka Public Schools Archive.
Furniture images are also included in the Cranbrook Archives and the Yale University Marscripts
and Archives.

On the occasion of the Crow Island 50" anniversary in 1990, Ronald Beckman, then Associate
Professor of Industrial Desigrat Cornell University, delivered a paper at theChildren, Learning &
School Design Conferenceplanned in recognition of the school’s anniversary. Beckman’s research
highlighted the furniture design development of Eero Saarinen and Charles Eames. Heted,
“...Saarinen and Eames evolved their unique concepts of serial production under the masterful
direction of Eero’s father, Eliel Saarinen, President of Cranbrook Academy. The elder Saen was
collaborating architect on two projects in 1939, the Crow IslandElementary School in Winnetka, IL
and Kleinhans Music Hall in Buffalo, NY. These milestone buildings were laborates for the
development of ideas that revolutionized modern furniture manufacture and launched the caers of
two of America’s most creativeinnovators....” Beckman explained the relationship with the WPA
“.... the need for modest cost was gpowerful constraint in 1939...To reduce the cost of building an
original line of school chairs, tables, benches and desks, the architects enlisted Cago’s Work
Projects Administration (WPA) the federal government’s subsidized artsrganization, as
manufacturer...”?

In 2014 the Stewardship Group embarked on an extensive project to inventory and locate any
information or documentation about Crow Island School’soriginal furniture. In our own Winnetka
Public Schools Archive we were able to locate

* Invoices and a 1939 “Schedule of Equipment for Southwest Schodlthat lists
original pieces of furniture planned for Crow Island

* Invoices from F. Eggers Plywood & Veneer Company (Two Rivers, Nor the
plywood.

* Welfare Engineering Company brochure including a photo of Crow s$land
classroom with pedestal desks

* A 12-page letter (29-40) from Carleton Washburne to George Thorpe- State
Director, lllinois Art Project including a listing of furnishings planned for Southwest
School

¢ Larry Perkins letter to Carleton Washburne (July 19, 1940) itemizing the
equipment budget:
-WPA furniture — desks, chairs, tables, benches*primary furniture
-Welfare Engineering Company (180 Pedestal type desks)intermediate furniture
-Auditorium Seating

* School Board minutes (September1940) noting a delay in the delivery of the
furniture. “The Crow Island School was sufficiently near completion to justify
opening classes in it on the regular opening day of school. We have had to use the
old furniture temporarily, because the airplane industry took the entire output of
the Eggers Company that was making the plywood for the seats. Now, however,
the new furniture is beginning to arrive and itis our hope that by the middle of
October we can have a formal opening with the furnitre completely installed...”

Our inquiries and visits to the following institutions yielded helpful information and generated
further questions as well.

We visited the Burnham Library at the Art Institute of Chicago to examine that institution’s WPA
collection to see if there were photos or any other documentation that might giveus an idea of how

2 Ronald Beckman, Humble Beginnings: Early Furniture of Eero Saarinen and Charles Eames, paper presented at The
Children, Learning & School Design Conferencat Crow Island School, November 1618, 1990.
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many pieces were originally produced. With the assistace of the reference librarian and, after
examining the detailed finding tool for the WPA collection listed by artist, itwas clear that there was
no information about Crow Island and/or Saarinerdesigned furniture in that collection. We learned
from Mary Woolever, Director (retired) that the Art Institue no longer has any furniture from the
school. At one time The Art Ingitute of Chicago did have a Saarinen chair; however it wa de-
accessoned in 1990. No further information was available.

Subsequent to that inquiry we located original documentation from the Art Institute foreceipt of “a
laminated plywood side chair” (February 28, 1972) and “an oak, birch and plywood child’s desk”
(May 24, 1982). We will follow -up on the disposition of those pieces.

The Stewardship Group contacted and met with Paul Galloway, Collection SpecialistArchitecture
& Design Departmentof the Museum of Modern Art (MoMA) in New York. He reported that,
currently, MoMA has no Crow Island furniture, but he generously shared theontents of their Crow
Island School photo files. Of interest, Crow Island 8hool was included in a 1942 exhibition at

MoMA designed by Elizabeth Mochand entitled “Modern Architecture for the Modern Schools”
“The exhibition consists of 40 enlargements of the best modern schools ftire elementary grades, a scale
model, and 30 panels with drawings, photographs and explanatory labels which contrast the old and the new
methods of elementary education and show the contribution modern architecture can make to modern
education.... Crow Island School, Winnetka, 111 1940 Eliel & Eero Saarinen; Perkins, Wheeler & Will,
architects (with scale model of typical classroom unit)”

Other helpful information and leads have resulted from correpondence with:
* Melissa Bowling, Associate Archivist afThe Metropolitan Museum of Art ;

* |Leslie Edwards, Head Archivist at theCranbrook Center for Collections and Researchin
Bloomfield Hills, MI; and

e Lauren Becker Kleinhans Music Hall, 75" Anniversary Coordinator in Buffalo, NY.

Crow Island furniture included in exhibitions :

Over the decades, furniture loans have been transacted f@xhibitions at the Art Institute of
Chicago, the Metropolitan Museum of Art in New York, the Museum ofModern Art in New York,
the Octagon Museum in Washington, D.C. and the Chicago Ahenaeum Museum. Wecontinue to
seekinformation that either confirms return of the furniture or its current status.

The 1989 The Metropolitan Museum’s exhibition entitled “Design In America: The Cranbrook
Vision, 1925-1950” included a classroom model.

In 1992 the Chicago Athenaeum Museum of Architecture borrowed pieces of Crow Idand furniture
for their exhibition on Saarinen.

In 2000, the Octagon Museum of the American Architectural Foundation in Washington D.C.
included a Saarinen chair and a desk from Crow Island Schoadh their exhibition entitled Structures
of Our Time: 31 Buildings that Transformed American Life- an exhibition that focused on how
these architectural masterpieces have affected Ameian culture.

In 2012, a Saarinendesigned chair was loaned to theMuseum of Modern Art (MoMA) exhibition

entitled “Century of the Child: Growing by Design, 1900-2000” from the Winnetka Historical
Society. The chair was returned to WHS when the exhibition closed.
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Appendix G.

2004 “Philosophy in Brick Mural,” a permanent exhibition
on display at Crow Island School documenting the
construction of Crow Island and its foundation in

progressive education.
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Why do you think Winnetka
is well known for its education?

ety Carbol

Samuel Sewall Hubbard Woods The Skokie Crow Island Carleton Washburne
Greeley School School School School Junior High School

Betty W. Carbol

What do you know
about
Carleton Washburne?

Do you know that

Crow Island School
was designed to be
a “dream school” for children and teachers...

farshall Berman, Jr

photographer unknown.

...And do you know that
Crow Island School has won
many architectural awards?

A -180 Historic Structure Report 2017

The story of this very building, Crow Island School,
begins years ago, linked to the history of the early 20th century,
the citizens of a North Shore village dedicated to providing
excellent education, and a visionary school superintendent.



WHAT IS
PROGRESSIVE EDUCATION?

...Progressive education began as part of a vast humanitarian effort to
apply the promise of American life—the ideal of government by, of, and
for the people...

— Lawrence Cremin

Crow Island School, Winnetka, lllinois

American Educator and Historian

By the end of the Civil War (1861-1865),

the United States was experiencing rapid
industrialization and undergoing the transition
from an agricultural to an urbanized society.
Cities such as Chicago tripled in population
due to the enormous influx of laborers, largely
European immigrants, who flocked here to
work in the burgeoning factories. The
progressive movement was a response to these
explosive changes. Its leaders campaigned
against business monopolies, inferior working
conditions and government corruption, and
called for economic and social reform.

A traditional school of the time emphasized
memorization and did not encourage children
to think critically. In contrast, progressive
schools introduced programs that nurtured
the entire child:

Columbia University

The mission of the progressive movement was
to create a society of informed and active
citizens. Leaders of the movement looked to

the schools to carry out this mission. Educators
such as Colonel Francis W. Parker (1837-1902)and
John Dewey (1859-1952)believed that traditional
lock-step ways of educating children did not
promote a democratic society.

“The only freedom that is of enduring importance
is freedom of intelligence...the typical traditional
schoolroom, with its fixed rows of desks and its
military regimen of pupils who were permitted to
move only at certain fixed signals, put a great
restriction upon intellectual and moral freedom.”

— John Dewey
Philosopher and Educator
University of Chicago

Progressive education is always concerned with the WHOLE CHILD—both as
an individual and as a member of society. It is therefore concerned with

ue Levy

health and...emotional adjustment;

larshall Berman, Jr.

self-fulfillment as a
unique individual,

having initiative and
creativeness;

<
g
g
g
g
acquisition of whatever knowledge §
and skill [are needed] for taking...part H
in the world; §
and development as a socially conscious,
participating citizen of a democracy.
— Carleton Washburne
Superintendent of The Winnetka Public Schools
1919-1943
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EDUCATION IN WINNETKA

The people of Winnetka have always recognized the importance of education. The Winnetka Village
Charter, written in 1869, reflects this community’s early commitment to education. By the early 1900's,
many Winnetka residents wanted to establish a public school system available to all and comparable
to the private schools in the Northeast. The Winnetka Board of Education included individuals who
supported the social and educational reforms advocated by the progressive movement. In 1919, the
community's forward-thinking board members hired Carleton Washburne as superintendent of schools
to implement these progressive ideals.

WHO WAS CARLETON WASHBURNE?

Carleton Washburne served as Winnetka's elementary school
superintendent from 1919-1943. Born in Chicago, Washburne grew up in a
family that placed a high value on education. In particular, Washburne's
mother, Marion Foster, wrote and lectured on child development.
Washburne's education and early teaching experiences were directly
influenced by progressive educators John Dewey, Colonel Francis W. Parker
and Frederic Burk (1862-1924) Under such influences, Washburne developed
very clear ideas about children and education:

photographer unknown

Children learn things that have meaning for them. They base
their learning on experience. Children have an inborn, natural
desire to learn... They want lots of knowledge—look at the
number of questions they ask. But they want knowledge that
they can somehow use, in their work or play or understanding

of the world around them.
— Carleton Washburne

ordon Coster

Over the next 25 years, Washburne brought
innovative reforms to the Winnetka schools.
His application of progressive education
principles created learning environments that
“encourage spontaneity, variation, initiative,
creative work and independent thinking. ”
Above all, schooling was to be child-centered
and based on meaningful experiences, and
instruction was to be individualized to
accommodate different learning styles.

photographer unknown

Washbume wanted students to attend

a democratically organized school and to
experience a model democracy through their
educational activities. At The Skokie School,
for example, the School Council, a legislative
body made up of students and a faculty
advisor, met regularly to make decisions
that affected the entire school.

photographer unknown

Washbume's tenure as superintendent left an indelible mark on education
in Winnetka. Among the hallmarks of his administration, Washburne:

« Fostered a curriculum based on individualized instruction, creative activities,
independent study, and research by students.

« Enlisted faculty to develop student materials and established the Winnetka
Educational Press to publish these educational texts.

« Created an educational research department.

« Established a guidance center.

« Introduced a nursery school for two and three year-olds.

« Founded the Winnetka Graduate Teachers' College (1932-1954)n collaboration
with Flora J. Cooke (Headmistress, Francis W. Parker School, Chicago, 1901-1934)and Perry
Dunlap Smith (Headmaster, North Shore Country Day School, Winnetka, 1919-1954) .
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TEACHERS AS RESEARCHERS

Washburne believed that the faculty was critical
to the success of his reforms. He expanded the role
of the teacher to include pedagogical research and
curriculum development.

He expected that teaching and learning in Winnetka
would continually evolve, always responding to the
needs of a changing population in a changing world.
He intended that society recognize teachers as
professionals who are constantly involved in research.

photographer unknown

Teachers devoted enormous amounts of time—free
time—because they cared so deeply—they really did

care about curriculum matters.
— Marion Stern
Winnetka Public Schools Teacher
1938-1948

To think of the Winnetka technique as a finished
product is to miss the entire spirit of The Winnetka
Public Schools. The Winnetka faculty are...serious
minded people who are seeking to develop the kind
of education which will best help each child to a
personally and socially satisfying and effective way
of life. Their procedure is being continually modified
in the light of their research and experience. Should
their technique become static, it could not prepare
children for effective living in this dynamic world.
— Carleton Washburne

Much of the curriculum materials were
also developed through meetings.
And that continues through the years.

— Harriet Gellar
Winnetka Public Schools Teacher
1945-1980

Barbara Counterman

The legacy of professional development exists today
in the form of The Winnetka Teachers’ Institute,
organized by and for teachers in The Winnetka Public
Schools. In addition, The Winnetka Public Schools
Foundation, comprised of parents, teachers, and
community members funds teacher research as part of
its mission.
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ARCHITECTURE FOR CHILDREN

...This is to be our dream school. For years we have
been thinking about it. We want it to be the most
functional and beautiful school in the world. We
want it to crystallize in architecture the best of our

Hedrich-Blessing Studio

educational thought and
to house appropriately the
best educational practices

we can evolve.
— Carleton Washburne

Breaking the mold of earlier school architecture, Washburne, Saarinen,
and Perkins worked to create a school where the form of the building
would be determined by its function.

[Washburne] didn’t want...an ‘academic-plus-nothing’ school, the
shoebox of the past where the child was nailed into place and
assailed with learning. So we developed the notion of finding out
what he wanted a school to do, what the acts of teaching and
learning were, and visualized it in a 12-acre field. Our job was to
put walls around it. Parents, teachers, the pupils,...the custodian,
the brilliant creative activities teacher—they all came up with

good ideas. They knew what they needed and didn’t have. Will and
| did the work, and Saarinen oversaw everything we did. He was

the design critic.”

— Lawrence Perkins
Partner, Perkins, Wheeler & Will

Washbume intended the classrooms

I n 1938, the story of Crow Island School begins as a result
of the collaboration of several professionals, starting with
a search for architects.

The selection of architects
to build around this
philosophy was a joint
responsibility of the

Board of Education and
the Superintendent of
Schools. A wide search
was made, in the course of
which it was found that
most architects followed

a pattern based on the
accepted standards of the
traditional academic
school. Finally we hit on a rare combination—a young firm
of architects, Perkins, Wheeler & Will eager to give detailed
study to our needs, and a firm consisting of one of the
world’s greatest architects and his son—Eliel and Eero
Saarinen.

Hedrich-Blessing Studio

— Carleton Washburne

N ext, Washburne made clear to the architects that this
new building should embody very specific ideas.

ranzten Studio

The most important feature of the Crow Island School is
that it is the architectural expression of an educational
philosophy, which in Winnetka is essentially the

philosophy of progressive education.
— Carleton Washburne
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Mindful of the importance
of light, the classroom's
outer walls are constructed
entirely of windows and
ceiling lights turn on in
sections.

tarshall Berman, Jr.

to be self-contained units, modeled
after the traditional, rural one-room
schoolhouse in which one teacher
addressed many individual needs.
He believed that children needed an
environment that evoked the safety of
home and from which all other school
activities would radiate. Further, he
thought it imperative that age groups
be separated in order to attend to
age-specific needs and issues.

In order to accommodate the design
suggestions of children, teachers,
parents, and custodians, Perkins’
colleague John Boyce designed the
L-shaped classroom consisting of a
main learning space and a smaller
workroom. Each workroom includes
a sink, a bathroom, a drinking
fountain, and ample counter space
allowing for greater independence.

ordon Coster

tarshall Berman, Jr.

The features of Crow Island reflect the fact

that a school is an environment for children:

« Door handles, blackboards, and light
switches are scaled to a child’s height.

« Benches in the auditorium are graduated
from smallest in front to largest in back.

« Original furniture allowed for a range of
sizes and offered maximum flexibility in
arranging a classroom.

Betty W. Carbol

This original
furniture was
created by Eero
Saarinen with
designer Charles
Eames, and was constructed by the
lllinois Craft Project of the Works
Progress Administration (WPA)

of the Roosevelt Administration.
Only a few pieces remain in the
school today.

Va Tarini




Eva Tarini

Hedrich-Blessing Studio

Because of his interest in the
whole child, Washburne strongly
believed that learning should take

place both inside and outside the
school building. Great care was taken to ensure children's access
to the outdoors. The broad expanse of windows in every room
provides an uninterrupted view, giving the sense of unlimited
space. Each classroom opens onto its own courtyard that is used
for activities such as science projects, gardening, or reading.
Landscape architects John McFadzean and Robert Everly
designed the outside environment with an eye to children's

needs for physical activity and interesting spaces. Crow Island's
surroundings include indigenous plants, play areas for different
age groups, a stone story circle, and a larger amphitheater. One of
the first jungle gyms ever built was brought here from the

original Horace Mann School, closed in 1940.

Marshall Berman, Jr.

obert Mackay, Tribune Photo

ranzten Studio

nthony Sanchez

Adorning the courtyard
walls are imaginative
ceramic sculptures
designed by artist Lily
Swann, Eero Saarinen's
wife. These pieces
originally illustrated the
curricular studies of each
grade level.

Crow Island School, Winnetka, lllinois

Construction of Crow Island School began in
1939, and the school opened in the fall of 1940.

photographer unknown

photographer unknown

photographer unknown

photographer nknown

photographer unknown

Buildings endure, and they must be
able to serve changing needs over
long periods... This suggests that we
need to plan learning environments
around foundational issues rather
than current events—around basic

understandings

of children, how

they learn, and most important,
how their environment can enhance

those learnings.

— Elizabeth Hebert
Principal, Crow Island School
Appointed 1984
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ALETTER TO THE ARCHITECTS

During the design phase of Crow Island School, Lawrence Perkins
asked the community to share ideas about what characteristics the
building should have. Frances Presler, the Director of Activities for

The Winnetka Public Schools, wrote a letter to the architects describing
her vision of this new school and how it should respond to the needs

of children.

Your question, “What spirit shall [this new school] have?”
will not let me rest. All the architecture shall be a setting
for childlife. Everywhere children and what they can do
shall be the adornment of the structure. The building itself
shall be the place of joy in living. But | must warn you.

It must be a place which permits the joy in small things

of life, and in democratic living. These two things we must
safeguard in children’s lives. The building must not be too
beautiful, lest it be a place for children to keep and not one
for them to use...

Eva Tarini

ordon Coster

It must be inspiring—with a beauty that suggests action, not passiveness
on children’s part...it must give children the...belief that they too can be,
act and create, and that they, their action and creation are needed.

Hedrich-Blessing Studio

A -186 Historic Structure Report 2017



The school should look to the future.

It should not seem complete and finished
beyond any addition or adjustment to
later demands. It should give children
and adults the feeling of flexibility,
possibility of change. This is the germ

of growth.

Va Tarini

Crow Island School, Winnetka, lllinois

The library | would designate as a place for
“lingering with energy.”

The assembly...by its very nature houses the
peaks in school living.

va Tarini

Hedrich-Blessing Studio

arshall Berman, Jr.

The pioneer [room]...will give opportunity for
experimentation and experiencing.

Va Tarini

Hedrich-Blessing Studio

The classrooms shall express inner tranquility
which can be sustained. The atmosphere of these
rooms which particularly are the school homes,
would give the feeling of security. These are
especially the places of living together and should
give feeling of inviting home-likeness, settings in
which constant, confident realization of self and
others together can take place.

Hedrich-Blessing Studio

tarshall Berman, Jr

‘Marshall Berman, J.

Above all the school must be childlike—not what adults think of
children. At the same time it should be dignified, and playful... It
must be a place for living, a place for use, good hard use, for it is
to be successively the home...for a procession of thousands of
children through the years. It must be warm, personal and
intimate, that it shall be to each of these thousands, “My school.”

Appendix A - 187



Crow Island School, Winnetka, lllinois

photographer unknown.

1859

1st one-room schoolhouse
built in Winnetka, corner of
Elm & Maple Streets.

1874
1869 Academy Hall opens.
Winnetka Village Charter written;

emphasis on education. Public Safety Building.

photographer unknown.

Green Bay Road at current site of

1804 1 1
Sacagawea acts as guide and interpreter ( T t T t
for Lewis and Clark as they explore
the Northwest Territory. 1860 1865 1870 1875
1861-1865 January 1,1863
Civil War Emancipation Proclamation
frees all slaves and
abolishes slavery.
1901
New Trier High School opens.
Architect: Norman S. Patten.
£
H
1892 H
Columbia School opens. 2
Corner of North (near Tower, =
and Burr. ¢ ) 1899
Horace Mann School opens.
512 Chestnut, site of current Post Office
Architect: William A. Otis.
[ 1 [ 1 [ 1
I T T T T T
1880 1885 1890 1895 1900 1905
1880 1889 1901
Mark Twain publishes Jane Addams co-founds Walt Disney born.
40M 3AWYER Hull House in Chicago.
1912
Samuel Sewall Greeley School opens.
Architects: Wm. A. Otis & Edwin Clarke. _
H
H 1919
H Carleton Washburne hired as Superintendent
= of The Winnetka Public Schools. 1925-32
Graduate Teachers' College of Winnetka opens.
Founders: Flora J. Cooke, Headmistress, Francis W. Parker School;
Perry Dunlap Smith, Headmaster, North Shore
1911 s . Country Day School; Carleton Washburne, Superintendent,
Winnetka Community House built. H E The Winnetka Public Schools.
Architect: Arthur S. Coffin. 5 H
s 1015 =
H
£ Hubbard Woods School opens. ':Il'iizskok\e School opens
%Z Architect: Dwight Perkins. Architect: Dwight Perkins.
2 Funded by private donations in a
H door-to-door campaign.
[ 1 [ 1 [ 1
I T T T T T
1910 1915 1920 1925 1930 1935
1912 1920 1927

The Titanic sinks.
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American women obtain
the right to vote.

Babe Ruth hits 60 home runs
for the New York Yankees.



photographer unknown.

1940

Crow Island School opens.

Architects: Eliel and Eero Saarinen;

Lawrence B. Perkins, E. Todd Wheeler & Philip Will.
Landscape Architects: John McFadzean & Robert Everly.

1939
Contracts let for the building of
Crow Island School.

1943

Washburne leaves Winnetka to serve as a Major

in the Allied Forces Military Government for the
reorganization of schools and universities in Italy, 1943-1946.

Crow Island School, Winnetka, lllinois

1956

IRCHITECTU &datesdi&t CORD
of “most significant buildings in

the past 100 years of architecture

in America.”

Crow Island School selected as 12th
among all buildings and 1st among

all schools.

photographer unknown.

1963
Carleton W. Washburne
School opens.

1955 Architects: Perkins and Will

New wing added to
Crow Island School.

[ 1 [ 1 [ 1
I T T T T T
1940 1945 1950 1955 1960 1965
1939 1945 1963
Hitler invades Poland. World War Il ends. Martin Luther King, Jr.
delivers his

1971
The American Institute of Architects honors Crow Island School with
a citation for 25 years of enduring architectural significance.

hony Sancher

1971
The Crow is installed.
Sculptor: Max Fleisher.

1 1 1

“I Have a Dream”
speech during the
March on Washington.

1990
Crow Island School becomes
National Historic Landmark.

A Tarin

1989
Crow Island School listed on
National Register of Historic Places.

1990
Children s Learning and School Design: 1st National Invitational

e Tarin

Conference for Architects and Educators.

1 1

T T T
1970 1975 1980

1969 1982

1st person on the moon,
Neil Armstrong.

“As each child is a new creation,
as life is ever growing,

Compact disc introduced.

1985

T T
1990 1995

1990
Fall of the Berlin Wall

so must a philosophy of education be alive and ever changing.”
— Carleton Washburne

1998
The Skokie School re-opens.

L} LI L}
2000 2005 2010

September 11, 2001

Terrorists fly planes into the World Trade Center

in New York City, into the Pentagon in Washington, D.C.,
and into a field near Shanksville, Pennsylvania.

January, 2004

NASA's twin robot geologists, Spirit and Opportunity,
land on the surface of Mars. Mission: To determine
if conditions were ever favorable to sustain life.

2061

Halley's Comet returns to
the inner solar system and
is once again visible from
Earth. Last seen: 1986.
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Appendix H.

History of Space Use at Crow Island School: 1940-2018

WHAT DO WE KNOW ABOUT SPACE USE ATCROW | SLAND?

The oiginal design of Crow Islarduipped the building withremarkabldegree of flexibility ims
responsgto enrollment flatuations and programmatic changes for more than seven dedhdes.
school's 75+ yeatbere have only been 2 major capital initiatives at Crow Island since it opened in
1940:
« 1954 A 6-classroomvingwas added to the southwest end of the buildiagcmmmodate
enrollment growtbf the baby boom era

* 1974 Theschool'sdwer level space was remod&datteate a modern Library and
Resource Center with flexible spaces for special activities, madeeiglspment.

In 1982aconstruction project expanded space to house the Distaatteiince Department gho
and garage.

Enrollment & Class Size
» Highest enrollment w&27studentsin 1967
* Lowest enroliment wa&%9studentsin 1983
* Thehighest average class size of 28+ studentsach®d in the 1950s prior to the addition

AverageEnroliment and Class Sizeby Decade

1940s| 1950s| 1960s| 1970s| 1980s | 1990s| 2000s | 2010s

Enrollment 335 518 575 422 307 435 389 369

AverageClass Size 26.3 235 22.7 21 20.6 18.5 18.3
(includes JK & SK)

Over the decadéise schoohasaccommodated enrollment gowth by
- increasing class sizes
- converting to classroom use spaces that were not originally designaeié level classrooms
(e.gArt Room; lower level spaces)
- moving Junior Kinderg&n in and out of Crovsland
- moving & grade to Skokid943-'54 & 1962- presentand
- moving B grade to Skokie Schob969-'78& 2000- present)
- adding an administrative assistant position-?)16

(note: a 1949 redistricting shifted students from Hubbard Woods to Greeley School)

Other facilities projects swcommodateenrollment growthincluded
- 1966 renovation of two lower level classropoms
- additon of a mobile classroom (19889 and the
- addition & a 2classroom mobile unit (20 sent

Duringperiods of enrollment decling classroom spaces wigeed up foiSpecials Teachers (e.g.
Music & Art); Special Edation& Supportservicedi.e. Reading, Speech & Languaggining
Support; ExtendeldearningSeltContained classe§ommunity Us@PTA Resale Shop & the
Winnetka Art Gallery) and the rental of 2 classrooms & anspifice to the Winnetka Public
School Nursery19821991)
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In summary, Crow Island School has demonstrated an excepsipoiase to numerous facility
challenges with resilience and grace for more than 75 years. BefeatditHes served as an
acknowledged icon of modern school design around the country and around the world.

CHARTS OF SPACE USE AT CROW | SLAND:

The following series of charts provide a detailed history of spaateQrow Island from 1940 to the
present 20118 school year. They will inform the reader about each year’s studenngnrollme
average class size(s) and, specifically, how eachrolasf$imoand other spaces have been utilized
over the 75+ years that Crow Island has been operating. The Stewardship Grouphgathered t
information from archival documents and photographs, District 36 Annual Regdéasulty
directories, Cook Countgt®ols directories, Crow Island School directories as well as helpful input
from past teachers.

A colorcoded key highlights the building’s requisite responses to enrollnesni.su@ne addition,
multiple large and small renovations, the additimobile classrooms and the rare instances when
students were moved off site due to enrollment beyond captatgcitool.

A few observations:

* The 1940 Crow Island building was designed to accommodate approxima@gy 400
students.

* The original outstaling design of Crow Island provided for large classroom spaces that
responded well to fluctuating class sizes and programmatic changes over the decades

* The original design of the school included a generous numbellarfyaspaces that have
been readilsetrofitted for other purposes

* The few spaces that hanabeen othepurposed include the main office, the gym,
auditorium and the Pioneer Room.

* Growing enrollment necessitateda@a@sroom addition in 1954.

e During the 1960s the 3 enroliment peaked at 627 students average class sizes of
23.5 students. This growtbcessitated renovation of lower level spaces, a mobile classroom
and 2 sections of JK to be moved to a nearby Church.

» Theschool'urrentlst4h enrolimenof 306coupled wittsmaller class sizése need for
small spaces for special education intervendisngell asther programmatic chandewe
necessitated renovation of smaller office spaces in the Resource Celasstc
temporary classroom and 4tems of Kindergarten to be moved to other schools in the
district.

9-117 prepared by Crow Island Stewardship Group
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Appendix |.

Signage Report

7KH %XLOGLQJ 6SHFLAFDWLRQV LQFOXGH WKH

sighage:

BRONZE PLAQUE : Contractor shall include an allowance of $150.00 for
bronze plaque or lettering to be detailed later and to be placed as directed
by the Architects. Any portion of this allowance unused to be credited the

Owner.” (p. 57)

SIGNS: On doors from Lobby to public toilet rooms, letter the words
“Women” and “Men” in 2” gold leaf letters outlined in black, plain modern
block lettering, work to be done by an experienced sign painter.” (p. 96)

PLACARD HOLDERS : For each door opening on corridors in both stories

except Lobby doors to Auditorium and Toilet room doors, provide holders

for 3"x5"cards made of heavy brass to be fastened on with screws. (p. 89) The

'DLO\ :RUN 5HSRUWY JLYH PRUH LQIRUPDWLRQ DERX!
placard holders:

* #216 Daily Work Report (7-29-40): “Placard holders are to be placed
only on classrms. and Lib., Artrm., Vis. Ed. etc. i.e. rms. not so obvious
DV *\P $XG HWF 2¢« FODVVURRPV WKH\ DUH WR
RI UHFHVV FHQWHUHG RQ D ERDUG - uDERYH Al

Top: An archival photo of the »  #219 Daily Work Report (8-5-40): “Placard holders at corridors basm’t

northwest wing hallway shows the DQG JURXQG ARRU«
SODFHPHQW RI WKH SODFDUG KROGHU

%RWWRP 'HWDLO RI SODFDUG KR@uwHan. directed to place placard holders only on following doors:
(Hedrich Blessing) All class rm.door (see report of 7-29-40 for location), Lib., Artrm.,

B3ULQF-V R€FH 1XUVH-V FRUU 3K\V (G Re 1XU\
7THOHSKRQH ERRWK 1XUV .LW 3UHVV Re 7HDF
restrm., Teacher’s Kitchen, Home-craft rm. 2 Music rms., Act.
'LUHFWRU:-V Re 9LV (G UP ©6KRS %LF\FOH UP
on brick wall mounted on block of wood). All doors in wood walls

to be mounted in manner similar to class rm. Placards. In brick walls

FDUS IPDQ GLUHFWHG WR PRXQW RQ GRRU -
with strike face of escutcheon. On bicycle rm. door to be located one

inch below glass edge of muntin and in line with glass edge of stile. In

double doors to be on right side.”

Signage that was added after 1940 include the following:

BRASS ROOM NUMBERS: Brass room #s currently appear on the hallway
facing wall of all classrooms on the main level as well as the two classrooms
on the lower level below the northeast wing, the kindergartens. It is not
known exactly what year these numbers were added; possibly at the time

of the 1954 building addition. These numbers are not original as they do not
appear in the archival photo showing the placard holder.

%UDVV URRP QXPEHUV LQQHWND 3XEOLF
Schools Archives)
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WILLOW ROAD SIGNAGE : It was recently discovered that the

bronze “Crow Island School” lettering on the Willow Road fagade was a
commemorative gift to the school on the occasion of Crow Island’s 40th
anniversary. An archival document entitled “Crow Island School — Fortieth
Festivities April 19, 1980” includes the notation that “Donations will be
accepted toward a commemorative gift — an outside sign CROW ISLAND
SCHOOL designed in keeping with the architecture of the building.”
Presumably, the installation occurred soon after that date.

2011 SIGNAGE PROJECT: In 2011, the signage in all District 36 Schools

was reviewed. Green Associates completed a comprehensive classroom

DQG ZD\AQGLQJ VLIJQDJH SURMHFW DW &URZ ,VODQG
participated in the project discussions. Original room names were converted

to a new number system.

'D\¢QGLQJ VLIQDJH LPSOHPHQWHG LQ

2011, designed by Green Associates
(Winnetka Public Schools Archives)

,QGLYLGXDO URRP VLJQDJH DW &URZ

Island School (Winnetka Public
Schools Archives)
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Crow Island School, Winnetka, lllinois

The Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for the Treatment of

Historic Properties

The Secretary of the Interior’s Standards !

The BHFUHWDU\ RI WKH ,QWHULRU:-V 6WDQGDUGV IR
are common sense historic preservation principles in non-technical

language that were developed and are administered by the National Park
Service.The Standardgpromote historic preservation best practices that will

help to protect our nation’s irreplaceable cultural resources.

The Standardsare a series of concepts about maintaining, repairing,

and replacing historic materials, as well as designing new additions

or making alterations. The StandardsR*HU IRXU GLVWLQFW DSSU
to the treatment of historic properties—preservation, rehabilitation,

restoration, and reconstruction with Guidelines for each. The Guidelines

IRU WKH 7UHDWPHQW iRistrate thé/fRadtichl éppliBaBda U W L H V
RI HDFK WUHDWPHQW WR KLVWRULF SURSHUWLHYV
technical recommendations to assist in applying the StandardsWR D VSHFL/
property. Together, the Standardsnd the Guidelinesprovide a framework

and guidance for decision-making about work or changes to a historic

property.

The Standardand Guidelinescan be applied to historic properties of all
types, materials, construction, sizes, and use. They include both the
exterior and the interior and extend to a property’s landscape features,
site, environment, as well as related new construction.

Federal agencies usahe Standardsind Guidelinesin carrying out their
KLVWRULF SUHVHUYDWLRQ UHVSRQVLELOLWLHV €
reviewing both Federal and nonfederal rehabilitation proposals. Historic

district and planning commissions across the country use the Standards

and Guidelines to guide their design review processes.

The *XLGHOLQHV IRU WKH 7UHDW Bppl e tRebt@eO W X U D
standards to historic cultural landscapes.

The *XLGHOLQHYV IRU WKH 7UH D WilRdttr@eaerhepraeticAl W R U L F
application of these treatment standards to historic properties. These
Guidelines are also available in PDF format.

1 National Park Service: https://www.nps.gov/tps/standards.htm
Technical Preservation Services is a department within the National
Park Service that develops historic preservation policy and provides
guidance on preserving and rehabilitating historic buildings. It
administers the Federal Historic Preservation Tax Incentives Program
for rehabilitating historic buildings, and sets the Secretary of the
Interior’s Standards for the Treatment of Historic Properties.
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The Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for the Treatment of
Historic Properties

Preservation as a Treatment

SUHVHUYDWLRQ LV GHAQHG DV WKH DFW RU SURFHVV RI DSSO\LQJ PHDVXUHV (
and materials of an historic property. Work, including preliminary measures to protect and stabilize the property,

generally focuses upon the ongoing maintenance and repair of historic materials and features rather than

extensive replacement and new construction. New exterior additions are not within the scope of this treatment;

however, the limited and sensitive upgrading of mechanical, electrical, and plumbing systems and other code-

required work to make properties functional is appropriate within a preservation project.

When the property’s distinctive materials, features, and spaces are essentially intact and thus convey the historic
VLIQLAFDQFH ZLWKRXW H[WHQVLYH UHSDLU RU UHSODFHPHQW ZKHQ GHSLFWIL
appropriate; and when a continuing or new use does not require additions or extensive alterations, Preservation

may be considered as a treatment.

Standards for Preservation

1. A property will be used as it was historically, or be given a new use that maximizes the retention of
distinctive materials, feagures, spaces, and spatial relationships. Where a treatment and use have not
EHHQ LGHQWLAHG D SURSHUW\ ZLOO EH SURWHFWHG DQG LI QHFHVVDU\
undertaken.

2. The historic character of a property will be retained and preserved. The replacement of intact or
repairable historic materials or alteration of features, spaces, and spatial relationships that characterize a
property will be avoided.

3. Each property will be recognized as a physical record of its time, place, and use. Work needed to
stabilize, consolidate, and conserve e>§isting historic materials and features will be physically and visually
FRPSDWLEOH LGHQWLADEOH XSRQ FORVH LQVSHFWLRQ DQG SURSHUO\ C

&KDQJHV WR D SURSHUW\ WKDW KDYH DFTXLUHG KLVWRULF VLIQLAFDQFI
preserved.

'LVWLQFWLYH PDWHULDOV IHDWXUHV AQLVKHV DQG FRQVWUXFWLRQ W
characterize a property will be preserved.

6. The existing condition of historic features will be evaluated to determine the appropriate level of
intervention needed. Where the severity of deterioration requires repair or limited replacement of a
distinctive feature, the new material will match the old in composition, design, color, and texture.

7. Chemical or physical treatments, if appropriate, will be undertaken using the gentlest means possible.
Treatments that cause damage to historic materials will not be used.

8. Archeological resources will be protected and preserved in place. If such resources must be disturbed,
mitigation measures will be undertaken.
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The Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for the Treatment of
Historic Properties

Rehabilitation as a Treatment

5HKDELOLWDWLRQ LV GHAQHG DV WKH DFW RU SURFHVV RI PDNLQJ SRVVL
alterations, and additions while preserving those portions or features which convey its historical, cultural, or
architectural values.

When repair and replacement of deteriorated features are necessary; when alterations or additions to the property
are planned for a new or continued use; and when its depiction at a particular period of time is not appropriate,
Rehabilitation may be considered as a treatment.

The *XLGHOLQHV IRU WKH 7UH D Widt@eheRorastical spitithtidh & théess trebtiebt-sidndards
to historic properties. These Guidelinesare also available in PDF format.

Standards for Rehabilitation

1. A property will be used as it was historically or be given a new use that requires minimal change to its
distinctive materials, features, spaces, and spatial relationships.

2. The historic character of a property will be retained and preserved. The removal of distinctive materials
or alteration of features, spaces, and spatial relationships that characterize a property will be avoided.

3. Each property will be recognized as a physical record of its time, place, and use. Changes that create a
false sense of historical development, such as adding conjectural features or elements from other historic
properties, will not be undertaken.

&KDQJHV WR D SURSHUW\ WKDW KDYH DFTXLUHG KLVWRULF VLJQLAF
preserved.

'LVWLQFWLYH PDWHULDOV IHDWXUHV AQLVKHV DQG FRQVWUXFWLI
characterize a property will be preserved.

6. Deteriorated historic features will be repaired rather than replaced. Where the severity of deterioration
requires replacement of a distinctive feature, the new feature will match the old in design, color, texture,
and, where possible, materials. Replacement of missing features will be substantiated by documentary
and physical evidence.

7. Chemical or physical treatments, if appropriate, will be undertaken using the gentlest means possible.
Treatments that cause damage to historic materials will not be used.

8. Archeological resources will be protected and preserved in place. If such resources must be disturbed,
mitigation measures will be undertaken.

9. New additions, exterior alterations, or related new construction will not destroy historic materials,
IHDWXUHV DQG VSDWLDO UHODWLRQVKLSY WKDW FKDUDFWHUL]H WK
from the old and will be compatible with the historic materials, features, size, scale and proportion, and
massing to protect the integrity of the property and its environment.

10. New additions and adjacent or related new construction will be undertaken in such a manner that, if
removed in the future, the essential form and integrity of the historic property and its environment
would be unimpaired.
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Appendix K.

Preservation Resource List:
Specialty Materials and Contractors

The following list of resources can aid in the maintenance and preservation of the materials and
systems that exist at Crow Island School. Contact information for contractors, specialists, and
preservation organizations that engage in repairing and conserving historic buildings is included.

Before undertaking any work at Crow island School, the District 36 architect and the principal of Crow
,VODQG 6FKRRO VKRXOG EH FRQWDFWHG (YHU\ FRQWUDFWRU XVH(
to any work being undertaken. This list is for reference only. Individuals engaging in work and their

companies should have prior experience working on historic buildings, especially mid-century modern
buildings. References should be reviewed carefully.

The list includes:

5HVLOLHQW ARRULQJ

 Concrete

e Brick * Plywood furniture and walls
» Stone * Furniture and artwork conservation
* General masonry » General preservation resources

e Doors, windows, and hardware

Concrete
7KH &URZ ,VODQG 6FKRRO EXLOGLQJ IRXQGDWLRQV DUH SRXUHG L(
stairs, ramps, drives, as well as landscape furniture are all constructed using concrete.

Bulley & Andrews Concrete Central Building & Preservation Zera Construction
Restoration L.P. Alex Zera

1755 W Armitage Avenue 1071 West Fry Street 7800 N Lehigh Avenue
Chicago IL 60622 Chicago lllinois 60642 Niles IL 60714

w. 630-495-0404 312-666-4040 w. 847-966-8100

f. 630-495-0451 312-733-4044 fax zeraconstruction.com
dredar@tnagai.com dan@centralbldg.com azera@zeraconstruction.com
Berglund Construction Quality Restoration Inc.

Company 356 Tioga Trail

Jack Tribbia Wood Dale IL 60191

8410 S Chicago Avenue w. 630-595-0990

Chicago IL 60617

w. 773-374-1000

f. 773-374-0701
www.berglundco.com
jtribbia@berglundco.com
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Brick - Maintenance, Cleaning and Replacement

The Brisch Brick Company of Chicago manufactured the bricks for Crow Island School. During

WKH SHDN RI &KLFDJR FRPPRQ EULFN SURGXFWLRQ &KLFDJR ZDV KRPH
manufacturers, some of which started in 1872 to keep up with demand for Chicago common brick after
the Great Fire. Demand for Chicago common brick eventually decreased as concrete block and wood
construction became cheaper and more popular. By 1970, the remaining brick production companies in
Chicago were consolidated under one company name, the lllinois Brick Company. Congress passed the
Clean Air Act in 1970 and the newly established Environmental Protection Agency required the lllinois
Brick Company to bring their kilns and processing facilities into compliance with new regulations.
Instead of paying millions of dollars to be in compliance, the lllinois Brick Company decided to shut
down brick manufacturing operations.

Local Brick Salvage Companies:

Windy City Antique Brick Company

1230 N. Kostnher Avenue

Chicago, lllinois 60651

Tel: 800-669-5304

Fax: 773-252-8263

Salvaged Brick Size: 8" X 2 1/4" H x 4" W

Stone

Limestone is used for constructing parts of the interior and exterior of Crow Island School. Examples

include heated benches at the front entrance, wall panels at the north and west walls of the front

HQWUDQFH DQG WKH AUHSODFH DW WKH DFWLYLWLHY DUHD /DQGVFDS
as pavers at courtyards, low brick walls with limestone caps, limestone retaining walls at Willow

Road, and limestone used to face the amphitheater at the central courtyard. Original 1939 building
VSHFLAFDWLRQV FDOOHG IRU 0D Q Nvetiar Btonb QdRis\tH2 lang\sBpRlier of&Xsbtd) H Q W O\
stone. Other companies in Indiana and Wisconsin can also be sourced to provide matching stone. Other

&URZ ,vODQG 6FKRRO FRQVWUXFWLRQ GRFXPHQWY FDQ EH UHYLHZHG WR C
later projects. Also see General Preservation Resources in this section for a list of stone organizations.

Vetter Stone Co.

P.O. Box 38, Kasota, MN 56050
OLQQHVRWD 2€FH
Vsc@ Vetterstone.Com
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Masonry Contractors:

Algozine Masonry Restoration,
Inc.

Dave Algozine

2000 N Lafayette Court
*ULEWK ,1

w. 800-673-2560
algozinemasronry.com
dalgorzine@jorsm.com

Berglund Construction
Company

Jack Tribbia

8410 S Chicago Avenue
Chicago IL 60617

w. 773-374-1000

f. 773-374-0701
www.berglundco.com
jtribbia@berglundco.com

Bulley & Andrews Masonry
Restoration, LLC

Chris Lee

1755 W Armitage Avenue
Chicago IL 60622

w. 773-235-2433
www.bulley.com
clee@bulley.com

Central Building and
Preservation L.P.
Tom Rivkin

1071 W Fry Street
Chicago IL 60622

w. 312-666-4040

f. 312-773-4044
www.centralbldg.com
pro@centralbldg.com

Crafton Pro, Inc.

Jack Tomczyk

6351 W. Montrose, #148
Chicago IL 60634

w. 773-716-5999

f. 847-966-9176
www.craftonpro.com
Jack.Tomczk@yahoo.com

Crow Island School, Winnetka, lllinois

Edward Cross & Son
Lori Hannigan

518 N Lombard Avenue
Oak Park IL 60302

w. 708-848-8631

Eugene Matthews, Inc.

-RKQ %ULQFNHUKR-®
2600 South 25th Avenue
Broadview, IL 60051

p. 312-666-4646 ex 23

f. 312-666-6066
www.emiusa.net
john@emiusa.net

Henry Frerk Sons

3135 W. Belmont Avenue
Chicago, IL 60618

(773) 588-0800
http://hfsmaterials.com

JSL Masonry Restoration, Inc.
Mark LaRose

10201 Franklin Avenue
Franklin Park IL 60131

w. 847-671-8888

f. 847-671-7854
www.jslrestoration.com
mark@jslrestoration.com

Marion Inc.

Mario Machnicki

3504 N Kostner Avenue
Chicago IL 60641

w. 773-286-4100

f. 773-286-1852
www.marionrestoration.com

Mark 1 Restoration Company
Don Seefeldt

1021 Maryland Avenue

Dolton IL 60419

w. 708-849-8246

f. 708-849-6861
www.marklmasonry.com
dseefeldt@marklmasonry.com

Molter Corporation
Loretta Molter

7601 W 191st Street
Tinley Park, IL 60487

w. 708-720-1600

f. 708-720-1635
moltercorp.com
services@moltercorp.com

Otto Baum Company, Inc.
Terry Baum

866 N Main

PO Box 161

Morton, IL 61550

w. 309-266-7114

f. 309-263-1050
www.ottobaum.com
terrybaum@ottobaum.com

Renaissance Restoration, Inc.
Terry Cole

330 Spring Street

P.O. Box 291

Galena, IL 61036

w. 815-777-0556

f. 815-777-9472
www.rrincoporated.com
rrigalena@mchsi.com

Western Specialty Contractors
Krista Gnatt

Jim Rechtin Jr.

2658 W. Van Buren

Chicago, IL, 60612
773.722.2800

2501 N. Colt Road
6SULQJAHOG ,/
217.544.3474

www.westernspecialtycontractors.com

W.J. McGuire Company
Kevin Larson

1825 Holste Road
Northbrook, IL 60062
w. 847-272-3330
www.wjmcguire.com
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Doors and Windows, Hardware

,QWHULRU ZRRG GRRUV DUH 1HZ /RQGRQHU AXVK GRRUV E\ $PHULFDQ 3
door was by McKee Door Co. Hope’s Windows, Inc. manufactured the steel window frames and

sash. Sargent & Co., Richards-Wilcox, and Oscar C. Rixson Co. originally manufactured the door and

window hardware.

Hope’s Windows, Inc. Other door and Window Companies:
84 Hopkins Ave, P.O. Box 580
Jamestown, NY 14702-0580 Historic Home and Window Restoration
(716) 665-5124 Frank Rojax
(716) 665-3365 fax 215 W Park Ave.
Aurora, IL 60506
SARGENT® Manufacturing 630-235-3838
Company www.historicrestorationillinois.com
100 Sargent Drive
P.O. Box 9725 Restoration Works, Inc.
New Haven, CT 06536-0915 Gail Wallace
1-800-727-5477 phone 200 E. North Street
888-863-5054 fax Bradley, IL 60915
815.937.0556
Richards-Wilcox restorationworks@sbcglobal.net

600 South Lake Street
Aurora, IL 60506
800-253-5668 phone
630-897-6994 fax
mail@richardswilcox.com

Rixson & Co. (now known as
ASSA ABLOY AB)
Klarabergsviadukten 90

P.O. Box 70340

SE-107 23 Stockholm
Sweden

Tel: +46 8-506 485 00
E-mail: info@assaabloy.com

Resilient Flooring

7KH RULJLQDO DVSKDOW ARRU WLOHV FRQWDLQHG DVEHVWRV D KD]DU
removed in its entirety and replaced with a resilient tile product called “Floorazzo,” manufactured by

Mats Inc.

Mats Inc.

P.O. Box 839

179 Campanelli Parkway
Stoughton, MA 02072
1-800-MATS-INC
1-800-628-7462
http://matsinc.com/
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Plywood Furniture and Walls

The molded plywood custom made furniture was designed by Eero Saarinen with direction from
Carleton Washburne. It was manufactured by the lllinois Craft Project under the Works Progress
Administration. The Welfare Engineering Company also manufactured parts for the pedestal desks.
The desk and tabletops had laminate from the Formica Insulation Company. The original supplier

of plywood seating for chairs, pedestal desks, and auditorium benches was F. Eggers Veneer Seating
Company. The wood veneer for the auditorium wing wall was 3-ply white oak Mengel-Bord Planking
supplied by the Mengel Company of Louisville, Kentucky.

Eggers Industries (formerly F. Furniture Revival John Mirabelli
Eggers Veneer Seating Co.) 2041 W. Carroll Avenue C322 JMR Restoration Inc.
One Eggers Drive Chicago, IL 60612 ORELOH R€FH
Two Rivers, WI 54241 312-733-5477 Fax 630-369-8044
920.793.1351 www.jmrrestore.net

Heritage Restoration & Design JMRRestorationinc@facebook.
Formica Group (formerly 207 Voris Street com
Formica Insulation Co.) Peoria, IL 61603
10155 Reading Road Michael Berlinger, President Weber Furniture Service LLC
Cincinnati, OH, 45241 303-637-5404 5915 N. Ravenswood Ave.
www.Formica.com www.heritagerd.com Chicago, lllinois 60660

773.275.9061
773.275.1943 fax
info@weberfurniture.com

Furniture and Artwork Conservation

General Art Conservators can provide an overall program and method statement for the woodwork,
furniture and artwork. The American Institute of Conservation maintains a list of local specialists in
YDULRXV AHOGV Rl FRQVHUYDWLRQ

Andrew Fearon, AIC-PA Nicole Grabow, Jennifer Komar Olivarez
&KLHI $UFKLWHFW XU DODje&t&® CpNddrda¥ob W R U Curator of Decorative Arts and
Materials Conservation Midwest Art Conservation Design
1625 N Howard Street Center Minneapolis Institute of Art
Philadelphia, PA 19122 2400 Third Avenue South 612-870-3101
Cell: (917) 450-6113 Minneapolis, MN 55404 Twitter: @jkomarolivarez
Tel: (215) 763-8090 612-870-3129
Fax: (215) 763-8098 The Metropolitan Museum of Art
afearon@mccollab.com Thomas C. Jester, AIA Mechthild Baumeister,
www.mccollab.com Quinn Evans, Architects Furniture Conservator
2121 Ward Place, NW, 4th Fl Daniel Hausdorf,
Washington, DC 20037 Associate Conservator
202-591-2537 1000 Fifth Avenue
tiester@quinnevans.com New York, NY 10028

Phone: 212-535-7710
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General Preservation Resources

Association for Preservation Technology International
3085 Stevenson Drive, Suite 200
6SULQJAHOG ,/

Tel: 217-529-9039

Fax: 217-529-9120

info@apti.org

The Association for Preservation Technology International (APT) is a cross - disciplinary, membership
organization dedicated to promoting the best technology for conserving historic structures and their
settings.

Brick Industry Association
12007 Sunrise Valley Drive
Suite 430

Reston, Virginia 20191
703-620-0010
brickinfo@bia.org

The Brick Industry Association is the national trade association representing distributors and
manufacturers of clay brick and suppliers of related products and services. They produced Technical
Note 7f, on the Moisture Resistance Of Brick Masonry Maintenarase jndustry standard for brick maintenance
and preservation.

Building Stone Institute

36 Cougar Lane

P.O. Box 419

Chestertown, New York 12817
(518) 803-4336 Phone

(518) 803-4338 Fax
www.naturalstoneinstitute.org

,OOLQRLY 6WDWH +LVWRULF 3UHVHUYDWLRQ 2<FH
(formerly the lllinois Historic Preservation Agency)

lllinois Department of Natural Resources

1 Natural Resources Way

6SULQJAHOG ,00LQRLYV

217-782-4836

https://www?2.illinois.gov/dnrhistoric/Preserve/Pages/default.aspx

The lllinois Historic Preservation Division, formerly Illinois Historic Preservation Agency, is a

governmental agency of the U.S. state of lllinois, and is a division of the lllinois Department of Natural
Resources.
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Indiana Limestone Institute

Indiana Limestone Institute of America, Inc.
1502 | Street

Suite 400

Bedford, IN 47421

Phone: 812-275-4426

www.iliai.com

International Masonry Institute
17101 Science Drive,

Bowie, MD 20715
800-803-0295
http://imiweb.org

Mason Contractors Association of America
1481 Merchant Drive

Algonquin, IL 60102

TF: 800-536-2225

P: 224-678-9709
www.masoncontractors.org

National Park Service

The Park Service is the federal guardian of our diverse cultural and recreational resources. As the
steward of countless federally owned historic structures and sites, the agency is a leading advocate
for historic preservation and one of the most valuable resources for the preservation community.
Preservation resources of the NPS include:

NPS Heritage Preservation Services

7KLY GLYLVLRQ RI WKH 136 SURYLGHVY D EURDG UDQJH RI SURGXFW
incentives, educational guidance, and technical information to help citizens and communities identify,

evaluate, protect and preserve historic properties.

Technical Preservation Services
National Park Service

1849 C Street NW, Mail Stop 7243
Washington, DC 20240

Main Phone (202) 513-7270
Email NPS_TPS@nps.gov

136 I1DWLRQDO &HQWHU IRU 3UHVHUYDWLRQ 7THFKQRORJ\ DQG 7UDL
The NCPTT promotes the preservation and conservation of prehistoric and historic resources in the
United States through the advancement and dissemination of preservation technology and training.

National Center for Preservation Technology and Training
645 University Parkway

Natchitoches, LA 71457

Email: ncptt@nps.gov

Phone: (318) 356-7444
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136 3UHVHUYDWLRQ %ULHIV

The NPS helps building owners, preservation professionals, organizations, and government agencies
by publishing easy-to read guidance on preserving, rehabilitating and restoring historic buildings. Find
on-line editions of the % U LheréV

www.nps.gov/tps/how-to-preserve/briefs.htm

Restore

488 Madison Avenue, Suite 1900

New York, NY 10022

TEL (212) 749-1800

FAX (212)749-7448

Jan C. K. Anderson, President JCKAnderson@RESTOREtraining.org
Mike Mecklenburg, Project Director mike@RESTOREtraining.org

5HVWRUH LV D QRW IRU SURAW HGXFDWLRQDO FRUSRUDWLRQ WKDW R=«l
programs and services related to the technology of building conservation. Since 1976. It has provided

workshops and courses on the technology of architectural preservation to building industry

professionals who are directly responsible for the preservation and maintenance of our architectural

heritage.
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Appendix L.

Outgoing Loans:
Basic Requirements for Museum Collections

Crow Island School furniture and artwork are considered a museum collection. District 36 should

put in place outgoing loan procedures if they do not already have a system. There are several ways to
manage museum collections. District 36 should inventory and evaluate the collections at Crow Island
School as well as its other facilities and put in place best practices for proper management.

The following loan information is based onthe 1DWLRQDO 3DUN 6HUY LAdrtO)XMusk¥R +DQ
Records, “Incoming and Outgoing Loans. " The handbook is a reference guide on how to manage,
preserve, document, access and use museum collections.

Outgoing loans must further the DISTRICT 36 & STEWARDSHIP GROUP mission or they should not
RFFXU 2EMHFWY FDQ EH ORDQHG WR HGXFDWLRQDO FXOWXUDO
RUJDQL]DWLRQV VXFK DV FRQVHUYDWLRQ ODEV RU H[KLELW SUHS|
prohibited. Make sure that the borrower can insure, secure, and transport loaned objects properly. All
ORDQV PXVW KDYH D VSHFLAF WHUPLQDWLRQ GDWH /LPLW UHSRVL
Limit all other loans to 3 years or less. Enter all loans into the DISTRICT 36 & STEWARDSHIP GROUP
%RDUG OLQXWHYV 3ULQW WKH ORDQ IRUPV IURP 7KH 'LVWULFW R
in a loan. Complete an Outgoing Loan Agreement Form that has been drawn up by the District 36

lawyers for all loans. The Superintendent and principal of Crow Island School must approve all loans

DQRG VLJQ WKH ORDQ DJUHHPHQW 6WRUH DOO ORDQ GRFXPHQWYV Z
Stewardship Group to be placed in the Winnetka Public Schools Archives. Track loans by ending date

or loan extension date.

A. Overview

Why does DISTRICT 36 & THE STEWARDSHIP GROUP make outgoing loans?

Outgoing loans of Crow Island School Furniture and Artwork should further the DISTRICT 36 &

THE STEWARDSHIP GROUP mission. DISTRICT 36 & THE STEWARDSHIP GROUP can also make
outgoing loans to repositories for the purposes of long-term collections management and storage.
Outgoing loans give borrowers temporary custody, not title.

Who must process and understand the terms of the outgoing loan documents?

The DISTRICT 36 SUPERINTENDENT & THE STEWARDSHIP GROUP REPRESENTATIVE are
UHVSRQVLEOH IRU WKH &URZ ,VODQG 6FKRRO )XUQLWXUH DQG $UW
when loaning museum objects. Established procedures will ensure that the Crow Island School

Furniture and Artwork Collection is appropriately managed and that District 36 and the borrower are

legally protected.

1 United States. 200Museum handbool €t «Z]vP&}vU X XeW €hX~ X %3X }( §Z Z@6@VIEA EXY Yos X RN
upe pul%p o] YivelD //1uZi ZAX% (
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B. General Information on Loans

For what purposes may Crow Island School Furniture and Artwork objects be loaned?
Objects from the Crow Island School Furniture and Artwork Collection can be loaned for purposes such
as:

* exhibition

* research

t VFLHQWLAF RU H[KLELW SUHSDUDWLRQ
* analysis

« photography

e conservation or other requested services

« long-term collections management and storage

How long can Crow Island School Furniture and Artwork be loaned?

If Crow Island School furniture or artwork is loaned within District 36, limit the loan to 10 years. If
Crow Island School furniture or artwork is loaned to non-District 36 repositories, limit the loan to 3
years.

$00 ORDQV PXVW KDYH D VSHFLAF WHUPLQDWLRQ GDWH ,I D ERUURZHI
if additional loan agreements are provided and signed. Repository loans remain at the designated

repository until DISTRICT 36 & THE STEWARDSHIP GROUP ask for them back, but you must renew

WKH ORDQ HYHU\ AYH \HDUV 7KH UHSRVLWRU\ PXVW UHWXUQ WKH ORD
agreement.

Who makes the loan?

DISTRICT 36 & THE STEWARDSHIP GROUP are responsible for the Crow Island School Furniture and
Artwork Collection and they must review all potential loans and make recommendations to the District
36 Superintendent. Once the Superintendent approves the loan, the Crow Island School Principal can
make all arrangements.

Require that non-District 36 borrowers get their own insurance coverage. They should give
',675,&7 D FHUWLAFDWH RI LQVXUDQFH WKDW QDPHV ',675,&7 DV DQ
Superintendent waives the insurance requirement.

Monitoring and Recall

Track all loans by date to ensure that all objects are accounted for and are returned back on time.
Reserve the right to inspect the objects on loan at any time. All loans should include a regular
monitoring schedule. DISTRICT 36 may end a loan with 30 days notice to the borrower. DISTRICT 36
may end a loan without notice if an object is at risk. The borrower must give at least 30 days written
notice to cancel a loan before the termination date.

Extensions

Tell the borrower when a loan is coming due. If the borrower requests a loan extension, review it

and make a recommendation to the superintendent. All loan extensions require the superintendent’s

DSSURYDO *LYH DQ H[WHQVLRQ D VSHFLAF HQGLQJ GDWH QRW WR HJ[F
be extended for up to ten years per extension. You may ask the borrower to write a letter of extension

when negotiating a loan extension. The borrower must extend insurance coverage, if applicable.

7KH ERUURZHU JLYHV ',675,&7 D FRS\ RI WKH FHUWLAFDWH RI LQVXUD
FHUWLAFDWH RI LQV ®ISDRYHG6RXaN\AdDidnR khsured.
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Appendix M.

Chronological Listing of Source Material

Winnetka Board of Education. Boardof EducatiorMeeting Minutes (1937
Present). Winnetka Public Schools Archives.

Winnetka Board of Education. Annual Reports (1937 Present). Winnetka
Public Schools Archives.

Presler, Frances Letter toMessrs. Eliel and Eero Saarinefyped
manuscript. May 22, 1939.Winnetka Public
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Winnetka Public Schools Archives.
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(September 28, 199) 1, 54.

“Floor Plans of New School.” Winnetka Talk(October 5, 1939) 14.

Daly, Juanita. “Each Class Has Own Facilities for Study, Play.” Chicago
Tribune (August 18, 1940) 1.

“Our Schools.” Winnetka Talk(September 19, 1940) 12.
“Our Schools.” Winnetka Talk(September 26, 1940) 12.

Puffer, N oble J.Directory of Cook County Public Schools 184D
November, 1940. 34.

“Our Schools.” Winnetka Talk(December 5, 1940) 14.

Winnetka Board of Education. Annual Report1939194Q Winnetka,
Illinois: Board of Education. 1940.Winnetka
Public Schools Archives.

Washburne, Carleton. A living philosophy of educatiomNew York: The
John Day Company, 1940.

Washburne, Carleton and Lawrence Perkins. The Story of the Crow Island
SchoalUndated manuscript circa 194Q
Winnetka Public Schools Archives.

Hedrich -Blessing. Crow Island School Photograpi®940.Winnetka Public
Schoolks Archives; the Hedrich Blessing
Collection, Part 1, 1928-80 in the Chicago
History Museum; and in the Museum of
Modern Art Architecture Department in New
York.

“Our Schools.” Winnetka Talk(January 16, 1941) 10.
“Our Schools.” Winnetka Talk(January 30, 1941) 10.
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Cranbrook Archives. 7 available online at:
http://
cdm16296.contentdm.oclc.org/cdm/search/
searchterm/ Crow%20Island%20School/

eld/all/
mode/all/conn/and/display/200/order/nosor
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“The School of Tomorrow.” Look MagazindMay 18,1943)21-25.
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Mock, Elizabeth, editor. Built in U.S.A.: 19321944 New York: The
Museum of Modern Art, 1944.

“Crow Is land School, Winnetka, lllinois. " Brick and Tile(March, 1947)

Perkins, Lawrence B. and Walter Dewey Cocking. SchoolsNew York:
Reinhold, 1949.
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1952.142-3.
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Talk (July 29, 1953.
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SchoolsArchives.
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1960.

“Begin Construction .” Photo caption of Willow Road sidewalk in front of
Crow Island School. Winnetka Talk(Aug ust 30,
1962.
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Public Schools Archives.
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1971).
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Perkins, Marjorie Blair. Oral history of Lawrence Bradford Perkins, F.A.LLA.
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http://www.aaa.si.edu/collections/interviews
/oral -history - interview -lilian -swann-saarinen-
12593#transcript
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New York: W. W. Norton & Company, 1984.
290-291.

Blum, Betty J.Oral history of Lawrence Bradford Perkins, F.A.|.Audio
interview and unpublished transcript of
interviews, compiled under the auspices of the
Chicago Architects Oral History Project,
Department of Architecture, the Art Institute of
Chicago, November 8-10, 17, 1985. Length of
transcript 174 pages. http//digital -
libraries.saic.edu/cdm/
compoundobject/collection/caohp/id/9427/rec
/1

Graves, Ben. “Return to a Special Place, Crow Island Elementary
School.” American School and Universit59
(April , 1987).

Engelbrecht, Lloyd C. “Wood, Plywood and Veneer, Cranbrook, the New
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A

Acoustic Plaster - Sound insulating and isolating plaster made of
J\SVXP DQG D AEURXV RU SRURXV DJJUHJDWF
wool, cork, or asbestos.

Awning Window — A window unit that is hinged along the top
edge and swings outward.

B

% R ZHU %Jorde-of the early 1940 interior hardware at Crow
,VODQG 6FKRRO ZDV PDQXIDFWXUHG XVLQJ W
iron process. It is a metallurgical process thatcoats iron or steel

with magnetic iron oxide, such as F€O,, in order to minimize

atmospheric corrosion. This process became popular in the

production of Victorian-era hardware and ironwork due to the
GHVLUDEOH EOXH JUH\ RU EOXH EODFN AQLVI
that preserved the sharp outline of the designs. The % RZHU % DU
Rustless Iron Company patented the process in 1882 and it was

used up until the early 1940s?

C

Casement Window — A window (with one or more panes of glass)
that is hinged along its side to swing inward or outward, much like
a door.

Cladding —Cladding is the application of one material over another
WR SURYLGH VNLQ RU D OD\HU LQWHQGHG WHF
weather. It may also be applied for aesthetic purposes.

Coating - Coating is a covering that is applied to the surface of

an object, usually referred to as the base or substrate. In many
cases coatings are applied to improve the surface properties of

the substrate, adhesion, wettability, corrosion resistance, wear
resistance, and scratch resistance. The coating may also be applied
to improve appearance.

Contributing Rating -  One of several ratings used in the

evaluation of historic buildings to help determine the historic value

of a building’s components. A contributing rating determines that

WKH VSDFH RU FRPSRQHQWYV PD\ QRW EH SDU
LVRODWHG HOHPHQWY EXW FRQWDLQ VX€FLF
UROH LQ WKH RYHUDOO VLJQLAFDQFH RI WKH
may not be original to the 1940 and 1955 dates of construction.

1 www.urbanremainschicago.com/news-and-events/2016/03/03/demystifying-the-bower-bar -process-an-analy
sis-of-rust-proof-hardware/
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D

Design Team — A group of professionals that produce designs that
pertain to the scope of work and create construction documents to
execute the work. Members might include architects, preservation
architects, interior designers, landscape architects, art conservators,
and structural engineers.

Dutchman — A patching method where the damaged or missing
section of a stone or wood unit is cut out and a new piece of
matching material is inserted.

E

(€ RUHV FH@ migration of a salt to the surface of a porous

material, where it forms a coating. It occurs when water is present

RQ RULQ WKH PDVRQU\ VXUIDFH (*RUHVFHQFH LV
a greyish tint and can occur on the surface of concrete, brick, stucco,

or natural stone surfaces.

F

Facade— The exterior wall or face of a building. The main facade
of a building is typically the most important aspect from a design
standpoint. It sets the tone for the rest of the building and is often
more elaborate than the other facades.

Flexwood - Flexwood is a patented product that was manufactured

WR KDYH D AH[LEOH EDFNLQJ DQG D IDFLQJ RI WK
to it. The product tightly secured the veneer to the substrate to

prevent any unwanted curling to occur. The Flexwood Company;,

located at 919 N. Michigan Avenue in the 1950s, owned the patents

to the product. The product was patented September 1, 1931 and

was renewed September 1, 1952. The auditorium stage wall is

constructed using Flexwood.

G

Glazing - Glazing derives from the Middle English for

‘glass’. Glazing refers to a part of a wall or window, made of
glass. Glazing also describes the work done by a professional
“glazier” to set the glass into window frames. Glazing putty holds
the glass in its frame.

2 2€FLDO *DJHWWH RI WKH 8 6 3DWHQW 2€FH SDJH $IWHU RQO\ D FRXSOH RI
project, the company sold the rights to manufacture the product to U. S. Plywood Company and the rights to sell the
product to the Mengel Company. “Flexwood vs. Faussner,” 145 F 2d 528, 537, (7 Cir. 1944).
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H

Haskelite Manufacturing Company — A plywood manufacturing
FRPSDQ\ KHDGTXDUWHUHG LQ &KLFDJR GXULC
RI WKH RULJLQDO OLEUDU\ URRP XVHG D
PDQXIDFWXUHG E\ WKLV FRPSDQ\ 7KH ARRUL
factory using the “Duraseal” patented method. Haskelite sponsored

the manufacturing of winning designs from the 1940 Museum of

Modern Art “Organic Design in Home Furnishings” competition.

Saarinen and Eames submitted designs.

Hairline — hairline is the term used to reference small cracks in a
material, typically 1/16” or less in width.

Hedrich Blessing — Architectural photographers, Hedrich Blessing,

were the messengers of modernism. Beginning in 1929 when

WKH AUP ZDV HVWDEOLVKHG WKHLU SKRWRJ!
national journals and popular magazines. Beautiful images of Crow

Island School, taken in 1940, by Ken Hedrich, illustrating ways

WKH VFKRRO AW WKH QHHGV Rl FKLOGUHQ DC
circulated. Educators and the general public learned early on of the
educational and architectural importance of Crow Island through

Hedrich Blessing photographs.

Historic Building or Landmark Building - All buildings,

structures, or sites individually listed in the National Register of

Historic Places, or eligible for listing on the register. It also refers

to a Contributing building, structure or site that contributes to the
VLIQLAFDQFH RI D 1IDWLRQDO 5HJLVWHU +LVV
such as Winnetka, have Preservation Commissions empowered to
designate local landmarks.

Historic Context 3$Q DSSURDFK IRU HYDOXDWLQJ VL
properties that groups information about comparable historic
SURSHUWLHY EDVHG RQ D VKDUHG WKHPH V&
geographical area.

Historic Property —a district, site, building, structure or object
VLIQLAFDQW LQ $PHULFDQ KLVWRU\ DUFKLWI
archeology or culture at the national, State, or local level.

Historic Structure Report (HSR) : A comprehensive reference
document providing long-term preservation guidance for a historic
property that is typically a designated landmark. Survey work

on the property (both building and landscape) involves both
documentary research and on-site inspection. Reports typically
include narratives on the property’s history and construction;
descriptions and photographs showing its original appearance and
current conditions; and recommendations for treatment and work.
It is an important planning document.
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Historic Value Rating - One of several ratings that are used in

the evaluation of historic buildings to help determine the historic

value of a building’s components. The ratings are chosen using

professional judgment based on research in historic documents

and on-site observation. The ratings used in this historic structure

UHSRUW LQFOXGH 9HU\ 6LJQLAFDQW 6LJQLAFDQ\
contributing.

Hopper Window A window that is hinged along the bottom edge
and swings inward .

In-Kind — to exactly match a material in composition, color,
GLPHQVLRQV SURAOH WRROLQJ WH[WXUH DQG D
describe it.

Integrity —the authenticity of a property’s historic identity, as
evidenced by the survival of physical characteristics and features
that existed during the property’s history.

Intensive Survey —a systematic, detailed examination of an area or

building, designed to gather information about historic properties

in order to evaluate them in relation to predetermined criteria of
VLIQLAFDQFH ZLWKLQ VSHFLAF KLVWRULF FRQWH

J

Jungle Gyms — Sebastian Theodore Hinton, a Winnetka resident,

LV FUHGLWHG E\ VRPH DV LQYHQWLQJ WKH AUVW
brainstormed the design while at a dinner party at Board of

Education Chairman Edward Yeomans’ house in 1920. Carleton

Washburne and Perry Dunlap Smith also attended the party. 2

Hinton patented the design for the “climbing structure” U.S. Patent
1,471,465 AOHG -XO\ U.S. Patent 1,488, 244A0HG 2FWREHU
1920;U.S. Patent 1.488.245A0OHG 2FWREHUU.S. PatentD Q G

1488246 AOHG 2FWREHU 7KH AUVW DSSDUDW X
at North Shore Country Day School and an improved one was

installed at Horace Mann School. “The solidly built jungle gym

KDV HQMR\HG FRQWLQXHG XVH VLQFH LWV AUVW :
early 1920s. The enterprising Hinton, pleased with the triumph

of the project, soon went into business manufacturing his jungle

gym for schools throughout the country. After two decades of

use, school administrators, faced in 1940 with the demolition of

Horace Mann School, relocated this popular apparatus to the

new Crow Island School. The jungle gym from Horace Mann was

located in the southeast corner of the large school playground.”

4 It was removed by the Board of Education in 2015. The smaller,

3 Ruth Moss, “World,Chicago TribuneMay 10, 1964.

4 Karen Ann Cullotta, “Winnetka's 90-year old jungle gym resurrected and on display,” Chicago Tribune, 4 December,
2013. Sheila Duran University of Chicago Thesis excerpt as printed in Winnetka Historical Society “Gazette,” Fall 1997, And
Google Patents: https://www.google.com/patents/US1471465.
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kindergarten jungle gym was donated to the Winnetka Historical
Society Museum at 411 Linden Street in 2013 and rebuilt as an Eagle
Scout project.

L

Lally Column -A WXEXODU VWHHO FROXPQ AOOHG :
used as a supporting member in a building.

M

Master List Matrix - A list of individual facades, rooms, spaces,

and objects at Crow Island School. The matrix is used as a quick

reference guide and includes Historic Value Rating, Condition Rating

a Treatment Approach Ratingnd page numbers where additional
information can be found in the HSR. The facade names are
GLUHFWLRQDO DQG GHVFULEHG LQ UHODWLRH!
central core of the building. Room and space names and numbers

are based on the :LQQHWND 36" 6DIHW\ 5HIHUHC

N

National Register — The National Register of Historic Places
15+3 LV WKH R€FLDO OLVW RI WKH 1DWLRQ "'
preservation. Authorized by the National Historic Preservation
Act of 1966, and administered by the National Park Service, the
National Register of Historic Places is part of a national program
WR FRRUGLQDWH DQG VXSSRUW SXEOLF DQG
evaluate, and protect America’s historic and archeological
resources. Crow Island School was added to the National Register
in 1989 and isNational Register #89001730.

National Register Criteria - the established criteria for evaluating
the eligibility of properties for inclusion in the National Register

of Historic Places. There are four criteria: A (events), B (people), C
(architecture), and D (archeological or information potential). Crow
Island School is listed under Criteria A, B, and C.

National Historic Landmarks (NHLs) - are nationally
VLIQLAFDQW KLVWRULF SODFHV GHVLJQDWHC
possess exceptional value or quality in illustrating or interpreting

the heritage of the United States. Crow Island School was

designated an NHL on December 14, 1990. Crow Island School is

listed under criterion 1 (events), 2 (people), and 4 (architecture).

Non-contributing Rating — One of several ratings used in the
evaluation of historic buildings to help determine the historic value
of a building’s components. A non-contributing rating determines
that the space or components are not historic, or if historic,
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KDYH EHHQ VXEVWDQWLDOO\ PRGLAHG /LWWOH R
remains. The material most likely does not date to 1940 or 1954, the
GHVLJQDWHG SHULRGV RI VLIQLAFDQEFH

O

Object — The term “object” is used to distinguish from buildings

and structures those constructions that are primarily artistic

in nature and/or are relatively small in scale and simply built.

Although it may be, by nature or design, movable, an object is
DVVRFLDWHG ZLWK D VSHFLAF VHWWLQJ RU HQYL!

Oxide Jacking - the displacement of building elements due to the
expansion of iron and steel products as the metal rusts and becomes
iron oxide. This condition can occur at walls having embedded

metal and was recorded in the Crow Island School exterior survey.

P

S3HULRG R VLJQd gerdd Qffirde when a property was

associated with important events, activities, or persons or attained

WKH FKDUDFWHULVWLFVY WKDW TXDOLAHV LW IRU
&URZ ,VODQG 6FKRRO KDV WZR SHULRGYV RI VLJQL
original school was constructed and 1955 when the southwest wing

addition was constructed.

Preservation Treatment - One of four treatments that are included
inthe 7KH 6HFUHWDU\ RI WKH ,QWHULRU:-V 6WDQGDU
Historic Properties.Preservation is the act or process of applying
measures necessary to sustain the existing form, integrity, and
materials of an historic property. Work, including preliminary
measures to protect and stabilize the property, generally focuses
upon the ongoing maintenance and repair of historic materials and
features rather than extensive replacement and new construction.
New exterior additions are not within the scope of this treatment;
however, the limited and sensitive upgrading of mechanical,
electrical, and plumbing systems and other code-required work to
make properties functional is appropriate within a preservation
project.

Preserve Rating - One of three treatment approach ratings used in

the Crow Island School HSR. This treatment approach places a high

premium on the retention of the facade or space and all historic

IDEULF WKURXJK FRQVHUYDWLRQ PDLQWHQDQFH
facade or space’s continuum over time, through successive uses

and occupancies. Attention should be on preserving materials,

features, spaces, and spatial relationships that together give the

space its historic character.
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Q

Quarry Tie— $ ARRULQJ WLOH WKDW nlikeV LWV FR
of natural ingredients including clays, shales and feldspar. The

product is extruded through a die and cut. This extrusion process

creates a much tighter/denser body than can be achieved through

other processes. The die also creates a ribbed back on the tile to

improve mortar adhesion. Once extruded, the tiles are sent through

D GULHU DQG A Uhé¢@les ge 2ftNmgzed. The most
WUDGLWLRQDO VL]H LQ WKH 868XnWMiRPLQDOO

R

Reconstruction Treatment - One of four treatments that are

includedinthe 7KH 6HFUHWDU\ RI WKH ,OWHULRU -V
TUHDWPHQW RI +L \RacRrdtiuetichUsRIe lddt oW fhrot¥ss

of depicting, by means of new construction, the form, features, and
detailing of a non-surviving site, landscape, building, structure, or

object. Reconstruction is undertaken for the purpose of replicating

LWV DSSHDUDQFH DW D VSHFLAF SHULRG RI V
historic location. It is not one of the treatments recommended for

Crow Island School in this HSR.

Reentrant Crack - The internal corners in poured-in-place concrete
openings are called reentrant corners. These internal corners must
have additional reinforcement otherwise cracks, termed reentrant
cracks, are likely to develop at these locations.

Rehabilitate Rating - One of three treatment approach ratings used
in the Crow Island School HSR. This treatment approach places

an emphasis on the retention of the facade or space and repair of
historic materials, but more latitude is provided for replacement
because the historic fabric is deteriorated or has been altered over
time. Attention should be on preserving materials, features, spaces,
and spatial relationships that together give the space its historic
character.

Rehabilitation Treatment - One of four treatments that are

included inthe 7KH 6HFUHWDU\ RI WKH ,QWHULRU -V
7TUHDWPHQW RI +L \RahRbilitakorBit tReSadt Onprodess

of making possible a compatible use for a property through

repair, alterations, and additions while preserving those portions

or features, which convey its historical, cultural, or architectural

values.

Restoration Treatment - One of four treatments that are included in

the 7KH 6HFUHWDU\ RI WKH ,QWHULRU: -V 6WDQC
Properties.Restoration is the act or process of accurately depicting

the form, features, and character of a property as it appeared at a
particular period of time by means of the removal of non-historic

features from other periods in its history and reconstruction of
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missing features from the restoration period. The limited and
sensitive upgrading of mechanical, electrical, and plumbing
systems and other code-required work to make properties
functional is appropriate within a restoration project.

Roman Brick — Brick that characteristically has longer and
narrower dimensions than those of standard modern bricks.

S

6LJQLAFDQWOBR®dNSe@thl tatings used in the evaluation

of historic buildings to help determine the historic value of a

EXLOGLQJ-V FRPSRQHQWYV $ VLIJQLAFDQW UDWLQ.
space or components are a major contribution to the building’s

architectural and historic character. They are associated with the
TXDOLWLHVY WKDW PDNH WKH EXLOGLQJ KLVWRULT

Soldier Course - A course of brick units set on end with the long,
narrow face vertical on the surface of the wall.

Spall — An irregular sized chip or fragment from a ceramic, brick,
masonry, or stone surface. Spalling, or breaking up, of the surfaces
is often induced by freeze-thaw action, corrosion, or salt formation

Spatial Type —a grouping of individual spaces based on a set of
shared physical characteristics.

6 SHF LA F B QreR#t\df the construction documents that

PDNH XS D FRQVWUXFWLRQ VHW 6SHFLAFDWLRQV
requirements of materials and products to ensure that everyone

understands the product requirements.

Stack bond - In brickwork, where the facing brick is laid with all
vertical joints aligned.

T

Treat with Care Rating - One of three treatment approach ratings

used in the Crow Island School HSR. This treatment approach

designates that the facade, space, or features have had alterations

VR WKDW WKHLU RULJLQDO XVH RU FRQAJXUDWLR
there is no historic material remaining, or the spaces or components

were built out in years other than in 1940 and 1954, the periods

RI VLIJQLAFDQFH 7KH IDoDGH RU VSDFH FDQ EH U
have sensitive alterations that incorporate new uses, equipment,

methods and materials.
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V

9H U\ 6L JQ IRAtinD Q@ne of several ratings used in the
evaluation of historic buildings to help determine the historic value
RI D EXLOGLQJ-V FRPSRQHQWYV $ YHU\ VLJQL.
that the space or components are essential to the building’s
architectural and historic character and are original to 1940 and
WKH GHVLJQDWHG SHULRGV RI VLIQLAFD

W

Wash Joint — An exposed mortar joint that is horizontal on a wall
or parapet, also called a sky-facing joint. These joints tend to
deteriorate faster than joints that are located on a vertical wall, due
to exposure to sun and weather.
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